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LETTERS 



THE MOUNTAINS. 



LETTER I. ' 



TO MISS JEWING. 






.-> 



Fort Auguftus, June i<* 1774. • 
MY DEAR BELL, - ; , ' 

y will make no excufes for having your 
two entertaining letters fo long un- 
anfwered; but rather fhew my gratitude, 
by giving you, as well as I can, fome 
amount of my late excurftoni which has 
helped a little to divert the chagrin I 
felt at my ever dear Mi&xQyrry's de- 
parture* But I aiuft thank you for your , 
hncere fympathy with a grief,; that to 
vqj^jj. b many 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



1 LETTERS FROM 

many would appear romantic or exagge- 
rated, or might at bed be confidered as the 
refult of a retired life, little acquaintance 
with the world, and the neceflity which a 
weak mind feels of having fome thing, or 
fome body, to lean upon. She made my 
forrow mQ£e:cxcufabk by feeming to feel, 
nay, really feeling, as much herfelf. Mine 
might be accounted childifh, becaufe I was, 
as you well know, womanly in appearance, 
while a mere child in years and judgment. 
But this was by no means the cafe with hen 
Had you but known her, you would be 
convinced that it is nat merely the pleafure 
of agreeable fociety that I mourn overs but 
that h^r mind was firm, rational* and en- 
lightened, and her friendjbip. a jreal benefit 
a$ well a$ honour to>me . I know I tire you, 
but yoi* ipuft have patience,, for you will 
hpa* -fr-great deal more on.this fubjedt, if you 
indulge, me in faying, as ufual, what is 
nearefli niy beact, and uppermoft in my 
fancyi ■ - 

This is; the beft place in the world fbr 
cultivating friendfliip ; and therefore, in 
fpite of all; the; privations to which it -con- ■ 
.1 . dentins 
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demns me, I will love it -, becaufe there is 
little to fcatter the recolle&ion of the days I 
wifh to live over again, or to divert me 
from felf-culture, the only obje& that now 
remains to me. Do you remember my-men- 
tioning an agreeable neighbour in one of my 
former letters, who lives a mile off, in a 
fituation equally Angular and beautiful ? 
I mean Mifs Chriftina Macpherfon. She is 
an acquifition in her way, fenfible and fin- 
cere, though uncultivated. She poflefles 
a fund of genuine humour : and I believe 
has a regard for me. With this agree- 
able companion I went down to Inver- 
nefs in May, making a very pleafant: and 
pifturefque voyage down our fine lake in the 
galley. 

I got your kind letter juft as I was com- 
ing away, but delayed anfwering it till 
1 could tell you fomething of my travels. 
We meant to ftay but a few days -, but, 
betwixt kindnefs and contrary winds, were, 
detained three weeks. Your extreme de« 
licacy with regard to your Dunbar jaunt 
might be an example to me ; but I refolve 
to do good for evil, and carry you north, ' 
b 2 though 
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4 LETTERS FROM 

though you would not give me an ideal 
jaunt to the fouth. Come with me then to 
the capital of the Highlands, The town 
is moft agreeably (ituated at the very 
threlhold of this rugged territory -, the 
mountains of which rife with abrupt gran- 
deur to bound the profpeft on one hand, 
the plain being of four or five miles extent, 
while a large bay of the fea limits it on the 
other. From the odd looking hill of Tom- 
min-a-heurich, which rifes in the middle of 
this plain, the fertile fhires of Rofs and 
Murray indulge the eye with a. boundlefs 
view of gentlemen's fe^ts, feated generally 
under the lhelter of eminences, and fur- 
rounded with wood plantations, (for the 
gentry here are great improvers,) whence 
we overlook extenfi ve fertile plains, and 

«•* Softly fwcjling hills, ; 
Qp which the power of cultivation Hes, 
And joys to fee the wonders of: his hand." 

Yet, over and above the partiality which 
we are apt to contract for our place of abod^e* 
we found afamenefs in that extent of low- 
land that did notcompcnfate for the variety 

afforded 
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afforded by our wild hills and winding glens. 
Befides, its north-eaft fituation expofes it 
Co fuch chilling blafts, as made us refleft 
with pleafure on the fhelter we receive from 
our mountains ; which are like fome lofty 
3nd revolting characters, who appear ftern 
and awful to ftrangers, but are all warmth 
and kindnefs to their own family. Yet I 
fliould like none of thefe climates, where 

€€ Winter lingering chills the lap of May/* 

if I could help myfelf. 

But to return to the faid capital. It 
is fomehow a cheerful looking place, 
becaufe the people look cheerful] yet 
not flouri(hing, though no fituation can, 
be better adapted for the purpofes of 
commerce. It hasi however, a genteel fo- 
ciety i and* one meets with many well-bred, 
agreeable people. They have aflemblies 
every fortnight, gayer than your Glafgow 
ones ; which may be accounted for by their 
being attended by the neighbouring gentry, 
who are numerous and polite. Thefe gentry 
too have many of them been abroad, in the 
army or otherwife, and thus add liberal 
notions and polifhed manners to the acute 
. * 3 and 
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and fprightly genius of the country. Their 
great diftance from the capital often makes 
their provincial town the fcene of their 
winter amufements. Nothing took my 
fancy fo much there as the ladies. They 
are really, in general, fhowy, handfome 
women, excellent dancers, and have the 
beft complexions I ever faw. Indeed you 
can fcarce meet a young lady who does not 
remind you of the beauties in old romances. 
They have a great deal of flaxen hair, a fkin 
tranfparently fair, and cheeks like the open- 
ing rofe. Yet their features are feldom re- 
gular or delicate, and their beauty is of that 
Hind which vanifties with the bloom of youth. 
Their perfons are large, and they are fat as 
he^rt could wifh* yet on the whole, they 
look cheerful and innocent. Thry certainly 
fpeak better Englifh. than mod Scots do> 
but with a fliarp imperative tone. They are 
very frank, and full of profeflipns of kind- 
nefs. But I teafe you witl> what perhaps 
fcfes all iatereft in my dull defcription. We 
had our (hare of adventures in coming 
home, fome of them abundantly ludicrous ; 
but the ipinutias would be more tirefpme 
.;,.-■ than 
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thart Clafiffa's, without being compettfeted 
by the fame intereft and fancy. We moral-* 
ized, and wandered by ourfelv£& in a m&ft 
beautiful wood for two or three days, lodg- 
ing at night in a great old chateau> where 
the fervants were ordered to give us ail we 
wanted. All this while we waited for ' a fair 
wind; we had no book or work. Ghriftina 
fung like a fyren to ipe, and I caught young 
wild ducks, which, ihe tried to tame, whila 
I gathered wild flowers. *We began at laft 
tofuffcr — - J - J - - - :; 

" The pains and penalties jo£ iiUnt&." 
I held out better than (he* having more 
rural tafte, and taking more intereft in 
trifles. We came Op at ■ -lafc,-*by— moon- 
light, in a boat. In the morning we landed 
at the fweeteft place imaginable, ,the Laird 
of Glenmorifton's* seat ; which delighted me 
fo much with quietnefs and wildnefs, and 

* Grant, of Glenmorifton ; a family refpe&able 
for its antiquity, and eftimable for genuine worth 
and fimple manners ; in whofe hofpitable manfion 
the fpirit of true Highland cordiality loved to linger, 
furrounded by its attendant graces— eafe, courtefy, 
and cheerful nefs. 

b 4 romantic 
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romantic environs, and hofpitable cafy 
people, and hcautiful children, that I would 
defcribe it to you if I thought Invernefs 
were not more than enough at once. I Ihould 
need to have the Princefs Scheherfade's 
talents, before I could give you half our ad-* 
ventures. They ended, however, in the 
laird and lady kindly coming up with us, 
and fpending a moft agreeable day at my 
father's. I have only time to tell you, that 
I have heard four times from Mifs Ourry, 
that I thought many times of you every day 
in the wood, and that I am proud of being 
two letters in your debt. 

I am moft affe&ionately yours, &c. 
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LETTER II. 

TO MISS EWINC, GLASGOW. 

Fort Auguftus, March 15, 1777. 
MY DEAR BELL, 

The hit hafty lines you had from me 
were fo rapidly fcrawjed, that you would 
hardly make out the little meaning they con- 
tained. The fage bearer was on the fidget 
at my elbow the whole time I was writing 
it. I have been a good deal indifpofed, 
great part of the winter, with colds, and 
your old enemy the tooth-ach. Now that 
I- am better, I have a double enjoyment 
of every thing. You, who have the buftle 
of a crowded town, and a fucceffion of 
amufements, to fteal away # the long dark 
evenings, muft need wonder how we manage 
to get quit of them. Exiles as we are from 
the gay and faftiiojiable walks of life, we fall 
upon wondrous contrivances to foften, the 
rigour of the feafon, and 

" Twine a garland round dark winter's brow." 

B 5 You 
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You can form no idea of our multiplied re- 
fources, , unlefs you were to pafs a month 
among us. Reading* walking, and all fpe- 
culative and folitary amufements, you weli 
know, can be enjoyed here as \yell as in 
town. But you have no notion how towni- 
fied folks are, in all thefe little garrifons ^ 
and how thefe fmall circles, which neceffity 
has driven together, ape the manners of the 
great world that they have relu&antly left 
behind. We too have our vifits, our fcandal* 
brought from thirty miles diftantj our 
tittle-tattle, our jealoufies, our audible whif- 
pers, and fecrets that every body knows. 
When any one marries within the county- 
bounds, we all fit in judgment, and are 
fore to find fome fault with either party, as 
if it were our own concern ; and when any 
one dies within twenty miles, we are all very 
bufy in founding their praifes, and contrive 
to rake a great many virtues., from among 
their afhes, for which we never gave- them 
credit till they were out of .the reach of our 
envy. Then when Mrs. N*, or Madame le 

* Mrs. Newmarch, daughter of Governor Tra- 
paud, married to Captain Newmarch of the 7th, 

afterwards 
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Commandant, receives any new article of 
drefs, we all fly to admire it, and then 
hurry away to wafti gaufes, or in fome other 
imperfeft manner to contrive a humble imi- 
tation of it. Not to dwell on each minute 
particular, believe that our handful of an- 
tiquated beaux and rafticated belles juft do 
every thing in the country that your's do in 
town,, only with more languor and ill hu- 
mour. People habituated to that manner of 
life, carry its follies and impertinences into 
the very bofom of tranquillity. When they 
walk, 'tis on the hard gravel road, to get an 
appetite; when they read, 'tis fome pe- 
riodical matter, to dofe away time till the 
ftated card-party begins. Thefe * people 4 
always give me pain. They appear like 
fifh out of water, gafping and ftruggling in a 
ftrange element. It provokes me, in a place 
where nature feems to reign paramount, 
enthroned in the centre of hef fublimeft re- 
treat, and furrounded by her genuine chil- 
dren, 

'afterwards Major of that regiment. She was 
a pattern of conjugal affe&ion, and domdiic 
virtue. 

B 6 
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dren, to fee thefe infipid aliens infult her 
with their ennui. I mean no refle&ion on a 
town life, but merely to obferve, that people, 
who have no refources within themfelves, 
and afpire at no improvements, can hide 
their defedts beft in a crowd. I have been • 
talking all the while of we and us, without 
telling you whom I meant to comprehend 
under thefe terms. We have, befides the 
old immovable fet, an Officer of Invalids, and 
his wife and daughter from Edinburgh, who 
are ever pining for want of company they 
could ill afford to keep, and public places, 
which itwould rifin them to frequent. They 
ftrive much to exalt our idea of their former 
confequence, by regretting that there are no " 
noblemen's feats at a vifiting diftance, and 
that tumblers and rope-dancers never come 
this way. Then we have a pair who are a 
great acquifitionj Captain Donaldfon, of 
the 42d, an excellent officer and accom- 
pliflied gentleman, who is alfo beloved for 
his worth and good-nature. He is married 
to a daughter of Colonel Gordon Graham, 
of the fame regiment^ who, till now, lived 
always in a gay circle of the firft company, 

but 
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but is wonderfully domefticated, and appears 

to be a good wife and tender mother. 

§ 0j among all this 

groupe pf originals, Mr. G.'s fatirical wit, 
and D.'s dry humour, find abundant food. 
«. Alas ! thefe Americans, ungrate- 
ful favourites of Heaven, not fatisfied with 
throwing away the happinefs they poflefled 
fupereminentiy, what public difturbance 
and private mifery have they occafioned to 
others 1 And how do the remoteft corners 
of this extenfive empire vibrate with the 
fhock of their calamities !— -My cordial love 
to our H. 
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LETTER III. 



TO MISS EWING. 



Perth, May 6, 1777. 

My dear foul,. I would give any thing you 
knew the family in which I now am*. Your 
mind is fitted to tafte the pleafure which an- 
gels may (hare with us ; that of feeing a 
happy family living in love and harmony, 
and enjoying the heartfelt -confeioufnefs of 
living in the faith, and imitation of our 
Blefled Redeemer, with all the hope and 
comfort fuch a life infpires. Such is tho 
excellent perfon whofe tender care I now 
experience $ and fuch are the children of 
her heart and of her prayers ; the heirs 
of her humble piety and meek benevo- 
lence. Her elded daughterf is certainly 
one of the worthieft of human beings -, 

• The family of the Rev. Mr. Black, one of the 
^Minifters of Perth. 

f Mrs. Bridget Black, afterwards Mrs. Bonnar. 

and 
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and the eafe and good breeding of the whole 
family would foon convince one that it re* 
quires neither conftraint nor aufterity to live 
among religious folk. How glad I am to ' 
have found out thefe less than kin, and 
%ore than kind, for they don't cxa&ly 
know our connexion, and have the more 
merit in their attention* I can tafte na 
pleaftre without trying to fhare it with you. 
O, my true friend! how eagerly do my 
hopes fly forward to the time when we fhall 
once more fhare every hope and wi(h to- 
gether ! Yet fhould this be denied, I would 
fain look forward with trembling hope to 
our re-umoa in that ftate, which excludes 

cares and wifhes> yet excludes not But 

I will avoid pcefumption, which muft refult 
from endeavouring to mingle, too fondly* 
the affedtions of this mortal ftate with our 
dim difcovered views of the world unfeen.— 
Did I tell you of an excurfion to Scoon, 
which we made in company with a large 
party of the beau monde of Perth ? I think 
I caught cold while contemplating the for- 
faken manftons of departed greatnefs. Yet 
I do not repent going; I love originals 

dearly, 
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dearly, and antiquities vastly : I was 
pleafed too with a monument of conjugal 
affedlion in the chapel belonging to the pa- 
lace. ( Lord Stormont, it feems, was firft^ 
married to a foreign lady, who had the 
ftrongeft defire to accompany him to Scot* 
land; but,* dying abroad in the prime of life, 
flie earncftly requefted that her heart might 
be brought here, and depofited in his family* 
burial place, that- it might repofe near to 
the objedl of her former attachment. It is 
depofited in a white marble urn, with a 
Latin infcription, exprefiive of her virtues" 
and her lord's affe&ion. I was pleafed to 
think how good that heart muft have been 7 
which could retain fuch warmth, amidft the ' 
frozen formalities and frivolous diffipatior^ 
of a court. 
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LETTER IV.- 



TO MISS EWINC. 



Blair in Athol, Tuefday Morn) 
May, 1777. 

MY DEAREST BELL BWINO, 

Having written to Jenny this morning 
about my fetting out, I muft refer you M 
tljat letter fojvthe motives of my journey. 
I found an honeft man, whom I knew very 
well, from our place, driving an empty car- 
riage north. My Robin is driver in or- 
dinary to jthe Fort, and as wife and care- 
ful as a patriarch. I have palled a moft 
agreeable day of folitary enjoyment. I 
travelled in filent ftate, without meeting a 
creature to interrupt my mulings. I did 
not even read, but amufed myfelf with my 
knitting, in up hill roads. I did not fpeak 
a fentence till I had fome neceflary com- 
muning with my landladies, except getting 
the hiftory of the famous battle, as I came 

through 
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through the pafs of Killicranky, My Robin 
was very intelligent and diftinft about the 
antiquities of the road. The Angular beauty 
of the morning when I fet out> and the fatis- 
faftion of getting my mind free from many 
doubts and fears that had hung upon me, 
with the hourly change of charming fcenes* 
raifed my late dejected fpirits to a fweet fe- 
renity* I looked forward with pleafure to- 
wards home, the dear centre of all fociafc 
and rational happinefs. The beloved friends 
I had left behind rofe in my mind, not with 
the penfive parting look they ufually wear td- 
my imagination, but all cheerful and benig- 
nant ; warm with the hopes of that re-union 
in which I have placed fo much of my earth- 
ly happinefs $ the day asofe with increafed 
beauty, the fcenery was enchanting, and all 
nature fmiled around me. My mind had 
ever- wrought itfelf before, and was now 
fettled into a calm,, and overflowed with 
pleafing reflexions j gratitude to my friends*, 
and gratitude, for fuch friends, infpiring a 
fublimer afpiration towards the great ori- 
ginal fource of pure affe&ions and intellec- 
tual joys, 

I (hall 
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I ftiall not go into a minute defcription 
of places you have heard fo much of, but 
content myfelf with faying, that this day's 
ride afforded more noble and pleafing ob- 
jefts than ever I met with in the fame fpace 
of time > for you muft remember that I came 
fouthward through Breadalbane; fo all this 
is quite new to me. The rich and variegated 
country you pafs through on leaving Perth r 
forma a fine contraft with that gloomy bar- 
rennefs, and thofe frowning heights, that 
mark the entrance to the Highlands, far more 
fav^ge than the interior where the green 
wooded vales, which open towards Dunkeld* 
relieve the eye, and the ear is foothed with 
the deep diftant found of ftreams, that 
** wander not unfeen,'* through thefc dark 
retreats. Dunkeld has a lingular afr of fbi 
mantic gr%ndeur*, derived from its wild fitu- 
aticm, the remains of antiquity round it, and 
the foothing gloom of its fine woods/ which 
abound in weeping birch,, drooping its 
penfive branches* and fighing to every 

* The Cathedral of Dunkeld, though ruinous, is 
fttll a fine object : the Chancel and Choir remain* 
and dill are ufed as a place of worfhip. 

wind* 
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Wind. Thefc are contraftcd by large folemn 
firs, that ftand unmoved, in fallen' dignity* 
amidft the fury of contending elements. 
You will think me very fanciful, inverting 
plants with fentiment, but you may truft 
me when I affure you, I don't borrow from 
Harvey. The reverence I have for his cha- 
racter and intentions has made me often try 
to like his flowery ftyle, but I never could 
fueceed. I hope your efforts too, like mine, 
being* I am fure* equally fincere, may 
prove more fuccefsful. From Dunkeld you 
enter a wild, but not dreary country, in 
which the fun, looking upon Fiscally " with 
farewell fweet," called my attention to 
" Vales more foft than Arcadyof old/' The 
fwefct winding ftream of Argentine brought 
poor Struan ta my recolleftion, with all 
his wanderings and hidings. If h$ were not 
fuch a fot, I fhould not think his life at all 
fb unhappy as other people dow Poets have 
fkill to complain, and, no doubt, feel 
acutely. But if their own imprudence, and 
the cruelty of the world, did not drive them 
into corners fometimes, they would neither 
mufe nor warble, nor tafte the fweets of 

nature, 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



• TtfS MOUNTAINS. 21 

nature, fo peculiarly their own. And, in 
the buftle of the world, they would run all 
the rifks other people do, without the com- 
mon defences of caution and fufpicion- 
Now this furnifhes an excellent apology to 
the rich and powerful, for permitting the in^ 
geriious and highly-gifted children of nature 
to languifh in obfcurity •, and accounts for 
their letting them ftarve in cor/iers, while they 
theixifelves choofe their afibciates among 
thofe whom delicacy an,d fenfibility fhrink 
from : the dull, the callous, and the fervUe. 
I am growing ill natured, and fhould have 
been better employed in telling you what * 
fine twilight fccne this other priocejy feat of 
the Athol family forms, at this moment, 
oppofite my window i » 

, " But now the fairly vallies fade, 

Dun night has veil'd the folemn view 5 
Yet once again, dear parted maid> 
• Meek Nature's child, again Adieu!" 
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LETTER V. 



TO MISS EWING. 

Fort Auguftus, July 26, 1778. 
MY DEAk FRiEND, 

Governor Campbell's * family left this 
|>lace on Monday, and we are all very'melan- 
cholj; for we never Ihall fee the worthy 
old veteran rtiore. He has a complication 
of diforders> one alone of which would be 
enough to make life miferable. It muft be 
fo> and the world could not go on otherwife. 
Yet one, unufed to fuch fcenes, cannot 
avoid fuprife to fe^ how thofe we love beft 
can divert themfelves, and be very merry, 
while we are in agony, I fuppofe I was 
more affedted than other people, merely 
becaufe the fcene is new to me. — My 
poetical correfpondence, after which you 
inquire fo kindly, has been fome time in a 

* Governor Campbell, of Fort George, who repre- 
fented the family of Bar cal dine ; he died at Bath 
foon after his vifit to Fort Auguftus. 

declining 
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^declining ftate, and is dying, if not already 
dead. It did not begin with me, and I 
think it will end with me. I wifli I had 
kept copies for your amufement ; but I have 
Jiot, as yet, fet fo much value on any thing 
of my own writing,, as to pre ferve a duplicate- 
This indifference is .not affefted. I do not 
give myfelf airs of defpifing poetry ; on the 
contrary, I not only love but revere the 
Mufe, as believing her the Prieftefs of 
virtue. Her facred and b©undlefs influence 
over the heart and the imagination, may, 
.properly ufed, produce the happieft and 
nobleft .effedls. Witty and profligate poets 
have, no doubt, perverted their talents to 
the worft purpofes. But this only aflfe6fcs* 
their contemporaries, for I do not believe 
they are ever read by the next generation. 
In the public opinion they rot and corrupt 
with their writers. Who cares now for the 
wits of Charles the Seconds day ?— or who 
would wade through their dunghills ? But 
truth and nature are for ever new and de- 
lightful. In all the viciflitudes of time they 
hallow and preferve the very language in 
which they are written. Whoever is capable 

of 
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of being delighted by poetry, fees nature and 
virtue in fairer lights and brighter colours 
than others. But that reverence for the 
Mufe, which arifes from aconvi&ion of her 
divine origin and boundlefs influence, makes 
me touch the lyre with a trembling hand. 
Indeed in my own cafe, as well as others, I 
feel adrcadandreihorfe, as if writing without 
genius were fomething v akin to prophefying 
without infpiration. But in this playful way 
of writing, merely for each other's amufe- 
ment, which one may call rhyming con- 
verfatiori, I feel lefs reluftance, becaufe I 
know it is to die in the little circle where it 
was born.'— Adieu, my dear friend; fend me 
fire-fide intelligence, my chief delight. 
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f LETTER VL 

TO MISS EWING, 

Fort Auguihis, Auguft 10, 1778, 
MY DEAR FRIENP, 

I would willingly convey a fharc of all 
my pleafures to you. But then I fear ypia 
will have a bad bargain, by taking my pains 
into the account. Now I have a knack of 
adding other people's to my own ftock, 
which will give you very little profit of the 
tranfmiffion (may I call it) of my /ew wild, 
fimple pleafures. You inquire of Mrs. C* 
But for the fmaU-pox, fhe would have been 
very handfome, on a large fcale. As it is, 
(he is very comely, and poffefles uncom- 
mon powers of pleafing. ^There is a ma& 
culine ftrength and dignity vHible both in 
her figure and underftanding. But fhe 
mingles fuch perfedt eafe, pliant attention, 

• Mrs. Campbell, filter to Sir John Sinclair, of 
Ulbiter, married to the Governor of Fort George* 
and mother to the Coanteft of Cauhncfi. She died 
many years farce. 

vot. 11. . c and 
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and conftant good humour with her dignity, 
that you refped: her without being overawed. 
Her language is pure and elegant, and gives 
the idea of a woman of faihion, without the 
modifh phrafeology. Then you can eafily 
difcern that though (he lives in the world; 
and knows it, 4he thinks her own thoughts, 

and exprefles them in her own words. • 

" The world is frantic— fly the race profane J" 

How often does this quotation occur tome,, 
when I fee the ftruggles of yanity and ava- 
rice, and mark the end ] Yet will thefe vo- 
taries of the world go on crying, " We are 
the people, and wifdom (hall die with uss"— 
and thf y'lopk upon us that love peace, and 
would efchew it, as poor vifionary reclufes, 
without any defirabie object of purfuit. 
I could find in my heart to give them back 
their pity with intereft, and daily relilh more 
your happy project, of being doubly bleft in 
ourfingle bleflednefs, in that fame air-built 
cottage behind the hill.. If we are as happy 
in it as we were laft winter, we may think 
our lot enviable. Indeed the incurlions of 
the hufband and bairns, which Jenny re- 
folves tff have, will now and then difturb 

* our 
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our tranquillity ; but when they are gone, 
we fhall put on our fpe&acles, and con- 
template our lap-dog and parrot with new 
delight. Talk of focial ties apd endear- 
ments, I am fure I get enough, and too 
much of them, without being bound in ties 
never to be broken. I wifh>I could make 
you fenfible how clofe the ties of neigh* 
hourly kindnefs neceflarily draw, in thefe 
tittle places. Every one that is forry folicit$ 
your fympathy, and every one that is, fick 
claims your attendance, if it is fuppofed 
you have any kindnefs to lpare. Their 
diftrufts and quarrels with each other make 
every one fly to me with complaints againft 
each other. This new-married lady at C+ 
too has taken a moft inconvenient fancy to 
me ; and, like all other indulged invalids, 
cannot bear to have any of her fancies 
crofted: and fo violent is her kindnefs while 
it lafts, that, betwixt her, and one drooping 
foul or other, Mary Gwynn not the leaft nor 
laft, my very fpirit is worn down with attend- 
ing fick folks. Mifs M'Culloch's fifter bears 
heavier on my mind than any one of them. 
She is left by herfelf, her father arid mother 
c 2 being 
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being gone to fomc medical weBs, where, 1 
fear, the good primitive man will die. I 
never pitied fuch a<:onfiiftd fummer ; and 
thy poor Chriftina Macpherfon, that wfcd 
<*o bheer my foul " with longs divide w 
hear," jnuft be away too $ and poor Pa(tof 
Fido*. The»iweet evenings, and bright 
filent noons, that we three were wont to 
fpend in tracing up Tarfe, and wanderingand 
lounging by turns on Drimen Duie, with 
Ourwhimfical broken ftyrts of converfanion, 
fcs detached from the reft of the world, *nd 
fes unlike it as the kids that played over our 
fefeadfc, rife to my memory like die mufic of 
other times. I would not grudge the at>- 
&nce of this nymph and fw&n, if they we*e 
te Happy where they are 5 but I am fare they 
dre not. When fltall I again dwindle into 
any dear infignificance ?- — *A thoufend 
things ofed to charm me when my mind was 
•vacant and eafy, which I cannot aielifh now 
that tWfe refttefefbeings /have diftwbed me, 

* Paftor Fido— a nom dt Gutrrt, given to the 
companion of our walks ; be was afterwards MiniHer 
vf Laggan ; and was then joft gone to fettle there. 

by 
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i>y making me the depofitQry of their felfc- 
created troubles. This it is to live fo plaguy 
near people, and meet with them con^ 
tinuallyi though neither eftiroable nor 
amiable, they get hold enough of one's af- 
fections to make one uneafy. Fa&ions in 
miniature are like a^fwarm pf mufldtoesi 
they can't kill you, but they teaze you in- 
ceflantiy, buz about your ears, and hinder 
your fl^ep. I wifh I could communicate to 
them fome of our <c rapture for the Mufe," 
tQ cure them of (lander and captioufnefs. 
When I am czarina of fome new difcovered 
region, one of my firft edifts fhall be, that 
every one of my fubje&s, who is incapable 
of being amufed in a rational and elegant 
manner, (hall work hard from morning to 
night. And in this regulation I will confult 
the happinefs of my faid fubje&s, 

u Nor let their everlafting yawn express 
The pains and penalties of idlenefs." 

I have now in my eye a perfon of plain 
common fenfe, and much humanity, who, 
without a grain of literature, a fcruple of 
tafte, or an atom of fancy, contrives to be 
as bufy as a bee, and as cheerful as a lark, 
c 3 The 
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The whole year round fhe rifes early, regu- 
lates her family, and then fits down to work 
and to fing. When her own work is done, 
ftie works for her poor neighbours ; does not 
care a ftraw whether (he is praifed or they 
are thankful, but goes on with the pure 
motive of doing good j without any grati- 
fication in view, but the mere joy of feeing 
the poor children look well in their new 
clothes. Thus (he goes on. Never in- 
quires what others are doing, unlefs (he caii 
help them ; and never goes out of her 
ufual routine, unlefs there is fomething 
unufually good to be done. And all this 
cofts her no effort : 

«' Her duties walk their conftant round, 

Nor make a paufe, nor find a void." * 

<c If I was not Alexander, I would be Dio- 
genes," faid the hero of Macedon. If I 
were not <c a mufe-rid mope," I would be 
this ferenely happy being, faith your friend. 
You fee what rural pleafures I am like to 
enjoy. Will. Houfton, fitting behind the 
counter between his day-book and his 
bible, taftes the fweets of fummer more than 
I do.— " Daughter of winding Clutha! walk 

forth 
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forth in the light of thy beauty, among the 
waving willows of Duchnafall. There let 
the breeze figh among thy heaving locks, 
while thy white hand, thrown over tfry 
trembling harp, awakes the memory of 
joys that are paft. Then, in the bright 
ftillnefs of noon, while the hunter pants 
wearied in the fhade, and no fopnd is heard 
along the defert heath ; let thy fiftcr, who 
mourns folitary in a diftant land, vifit the 
mufings of thy fecret foul! " Think of me, 
who have not, fince I came home, walked 
beyond the garrifon or village, except in- 
deed to Culachy*, and that was always in 
quick time. I have not once feen my Pen- 
ftrofo Grot, nor . been in Thicket Ifland. 
My rural enjoyments are confined to a twi- 
light or moonlight walk under our own trees j 
and there, indeed, I refume my wonted 
pleafure of contemplating the calm bofom 
of my own lake, the pureft of mirrors, 
exhibiting a profpeft awfully folemn and 

• Culachy-- the place of residence of Chriftina 
M^cpherfon; a beautiful farm, romantically fituated 
at the opening of Glen-tarfe, about a mile from Fort 
Auguflus. , 

c 4 wildly 
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wildly magnificent; while die mountain 
ttps feem deeping on its furface. 

ff In truth, I am a Grange, and wayward wight, 
Fond of each dreadful, and .each gentle fcene." 

In this favourite feene of my meditations* 
many a glowing and penfive figh i9 devoted 
to you. There, with other aflbciates of my 
early days, your image comes full upon me, 
and I indulge in reveries that end in pain* 
Farewell, friend of my folitude ! 



LETTER VII. 



TO MISS SWING. 



Fort Auguftus, Sept. ai, 1778. 
MY DEAH SOUL ! 

I have been very agreeably ehgrofled 
for fome days paft. You know how clofely 
Mrs. Sprot and I drew to each other, from 
fimilarity of tafte and fentiments. She has 
correfponded with me fince ihe-came to < 
Ufquhart, and twice attempted to come up, 
but was fomehow hindered.— A week ago I 

was 
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was confounded at receiving a letter from 
the wee advocate : Jenny will tell you who 
that is. I demurred upon the occafion, with 
modeft hesitation, and opened it with con* 
fternation, and no little trepidation, which 
caufed a fraall palpitation r for I dreaded a 
declaration, too bold to be made by any 
in the nation, to merit that needs no more 
elevation, in a maid whofe bright graces 
illume her dark ftation. But I found my 
miftake on more near obfervation; fo, 
being alhamed of my fuppofed penetration, 
I faved my vanity by an evafion $ and im» 
pyted his filence to deep veneration, which 
often accompanies great admiration. Were 
I not afraid of the imputation of pedantic 
age&ation, I could make this clear by 4 
learned quotation from M. T, Cicero'a 
fortieth oration * therefore, upon due de- 
liberation, being moved by yoyr vexation, 
beyond any other confideratipn, I muft 
refume the thread of my narration for yow 
further edification, and my thorough vindi* 
cation, which concerns you as much as any 
relation; for fcandal, you know, fpne^ds 
like an inw&tien, and even your prudence 
c 5 and 
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and my moderation cannot always filence a 
falfc imputation, which Would at leaft raife 
our indignation, though we bear greater 
evils with calm refignation. So be furc to 
exert yourfelf for my juftification whenever 
you hear me blamed in mixed converfation$ 
mention my virtues with great exaggeration, 
and my faults, if I have them, with fome 
extenuation \ for even vices admit of fome 
palliation, except when they rife, by a fatal 
gradation, to a climax beyond all alleviation* 
A friend Ihould never attempt aggravation ; 
for though we live among a perverfe 
generation, each of us may keep peace in 
our own habitation, and, by lying in bed, to 
efcape obfervation, become worthy patterns 
for general imitation, and not fleep in, the 
face of a whole congregation, which would 
afford Andrew great delegation. So I con- 
clude, in hopes of your full approbation, 
for I am fure you muft be tired of fo many 
long words in rotation, as you always delight 
in eoncife abbreviation, as much as I do in 
fluent and diffufe narration, &c. — Well, but 
this letter from our wee friend meantnothing 
but to recommend to our attention the two 

brothers 
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brothers Sprot; one, my acquaintance 
through his mate, who, by his worth and en- 
gaging manners,can always recommend him- 
felf; the other, a bachelor brother of his, who 
is newly come home from India, not at all 
like his brother, but I believe a good kind 
of man. The brothers and the lady came 
purpofely to fpend a few days with us. We 
enjoyed each other exceedingly* and fhoukl 
have done fo much more, haa not other 
company interrupted us. Mrs. Sprot im- 
proved upon me greatly j like Swift's Stella 
(he has lived in a circle of men and books, 
and has acquired certain peculiarities, from fa 
doing; yet fhe has a great fund of good hu- 
mour, and has a fpirited eafe in her manner 
that is very pleafing. She pofleffes ge* 
nuine fenriment, and great fincerky; has 
a warm heart, and an excellent tafte, which 
appears in her drefs, furniture, books* &c. 
but more efpccially in her friends,— I was 
going to add, ia her hufband, but fhe, 
more properly, was his tafte. I forbear to 
tell you how modeft and amiable he is. I 
content myfelf with obferving, that I never 
faw^ hufband whofe behaviour to a wife 
c *6 pleafed 
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pleafed me fo well. They would have in- 
duced me to go with them to Fort George, 
where I had promifed to go on a vifit to 
Mrs. Campbell*, but I could not, being the 
week of our facrament, which fhorteited 

their vifit. 

*• * * ♦ >* * * 

Sept. aift is come* and I have not gone 
to Stratherick, having been agreeably pre- 
vented by a vifit from a coufin ; not P. 
but a married coufin, a great favourite. He 
will ftay fome {lays, which I rejoice at: I 
dearly love my relations when they are to* 
lerabk, and would fain blind my felf when 
chey arc not* I have got much information 
from him with regard to our mutual friend, 
who continues to toll a ftone up a hill with 
tlit uftral fucce& He, indeed, feertis bom 
ID * frow&rd fate, if indeed it is not rather 
his fodly than his fate. His late adventures 
are as lingular as htrnfelf* but I will not 
/well this overgrown epiftle withjthem. Yo« 
eflc if ever he and Pafror Fido met ? He 
was a month here at the very time P. R 
was in the gloomy humour I told you oft 

♦The wife of thfe tken Governor of Fort Geotge. 
• and 
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and their behaviour to each other was A 
haughtily cold on one fide, fo faucy and 
biting on the other ! One never unbent from 
his haughty refervc, fo far as to caft a 
glance at any of the kindred, only, on going 
away, he would look back to fee if I were 
alive after all this* the other fpared no re- 
flections, and would barely allow him the 
advantage of a tolerable exterior s and was 
out of patience when I affured him P. F. 
wanted neither good fenfe nor good nature, 
though he did not think proper to fpoil them 
with daily wear. At that time P. F. would 
think it beneath his dignity to rail at anyone, 
but fhew his difpleafure by a difdainful fi- 
knee, when the objeft of it happens to be the 
fubject of converfation. — I rejoice fincerely 
to hear of our dear Harriet's fpecdy reco* 
very. The world cannot have to<o many 
like her, if her children refemble hen— I 
am truly forty that your friend has thrown 
herfelf away on fuch a triflcr. She always 
encouraged a train of coxcombs ; I never 
faw a perfon of fb much fenfe fo littfc 
jealous of her dignity. Adieu, dear friend ! 
You in my thoughts, I repeat the five firft 

vcries 
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verfes of the twentieth Pfalm, which you 
pointed out to me. when I came away— 

" O'er all my foul your facred influence breathes, . 
Inflames imagination, raifes thought, 
Infufes every teadernefs," &c. &c« 



LETTER VIII. 

TO MISS EWIKG, GLASGOW. 

Fort Auguftus, O&ober 3, 1778-. 
I have now to thank you for two of 
your kind letters fince you returned from 
the Fairley ; but, before I advert to their 
contents, will carry on my narrative as 
ufual. The day I fent you my laft, I re- 
ceived one from Invernefs, with an account 
of poor Mn Mac C/s. death, which k a lofs 
to. fociety in general ; but to this place, a$ 
well as to his own family, irreparable. He 
was a man of primitive fimplicity of man- 
ners, andundeviatingre<5litude of principle ; 
and difcharged the duties of his ufeful 

though 
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though humble ftation with peculiar dili- 
gence and fidelity, and was indeed the prin- 
cipal bulwark of religion in this place 0nc£ 
poor P. F. left us ; for our prefent pallor 
does not refide. Well, but I was defired 

m 

to communicate to the poor girls the lofs they 
had fuftained. I can give you no idea of 
the terror I felt at being forced to perform 
this tafk. Yet the fcene was even beyond 
what I had feared. The widow was at the 
wells where he died ; fo the poor fouls were 
in a houfe by themfelves, in a lonely place, 
vhalf a mile from the village, where fcarce 
one of our circle had the humanity to go near 
them. Our family, and that at Culachy, 
were indeed the only exceptions. The 
pretty gende creatures have fo much fenfi- 
bility, (how that poor word is hackneyed!) 
" that they really cannot bear fuch fcenes 
of diftrefs ; 'tis too much for their feelings, 
finks their fpirits," &c. So they prudently 
avoid. every thing that can awake in their 
hearts thofe emotions which certainly refult 
from fakitary impreffions, and produce the 
beft moral effedt. The divine pattern of 
every excellence, who was a man of far- 
rows, 
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tows, and acquainted with grief, fet no fuch 
example 

cc O for the fympathetic glow, 
Which fore'd the holy tear to ^low, 
When, weeping over friendflup's grave ; 
Ev*n he forgot his pow'r to fave !" 

My dear love, I beg you will join with me 
in defpifing this felfifh fordid kind of fenfi-* 
bility, for I am juft now particularly angry 
with it. Dear foul, your too recent ex* 
perience will teach you to judge, though 
others cannot, of the anguifh and defpair 
that overwhelmed thefe poor orphans. Poor 
indeed! for their whole dependence was 
their father's exertions. But they have z 
good aricl generous brother; and, what is 
better ftill, they have their father's good 
works, his prayers, his example* They 
will not be left defolate. I never behaved 
worfe; I had, I thought, refblved, and 
fortified myfelf in the beft way I could, 
but in vain. Indeed the fcene was new to 
me. I never witne fled one of the kind; 
and it was the worfe that I liked the poor 
fufierers fo well. I wrought myfdf up to a 
forced compofure; but when I told, as 

foftly 
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foftly as I could, what every one elfc kncw> 
the violence of their anguifhwas overpower- 
ing. I went up twice every day fince to 
affift with their mourning, &c. but got fo 
much cold *t laft, with walking in wet 
weather, that I have been feverifh and con- 
fined fince; but I am beginning to mend. I 
will not plague you with a detail of petty 
grievances, but tell you, in general, that I 
have been teafed and plagued beyond fuf- 
ferance with people of a very different de- 

fcription. To bear our 

(hare of the forrows of our friends is a duty 
we are born to ; we are the better for it. 
But to be worn out with the follies and 
abfurdities of thofe who are incapable of 
friendfhip is truly hard. Were I to wifh 
myfelf any thing but what I am, it would 
be a hedge hog- Happy brute ! that can 
all be colledted within itfelf, and there lie 
wrapped, indifferent and infenfible to all 
that pafles without. I have feen human * 
hedge-hogs •, but thefe I do not envy, for 
they never unroll themfelves. Now die 
genuine hedge-hog only does it occafionally, 
when it runs the rifle of being injured ; and 

fo 
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fo would L I fuppofc you have heard mc 
Jpeak of the brother of the new- married lady 
at Culachy *, whoi at a % very early age, and 
in the moft honourable manner, has made a 
fortune in India. He is an uncommon, in- 
deed I may fay, an exalted chara&er ; one 
of thofe of whom Pope fays, 

** Great foul* there are, who, touch r d with warmthv 
divine, 
Give gold a price, and teach its beams to fhine,** 

I know you agree with me in taking a ftrong. 
intereft in valuable and Angular charadterv 
though not perfonally known to them* I 
'(hall give you a flight fketchofthis eftimable 
perfon's hiftory : He has juft left us, and 
is to return, on his way from his native 
ifland, to vifit his lifter; and we are daily 
entertained with anecdotes of him. His- 
hiftory includes his charafter. In the firfl: 
place, he was the fon of a worthy clergyman 
of the Ifles, diftinguifhed for his learning 

* The perfoa here mentioned is a well knowti 
and much efteemed character; who, after this pe- 
riod, fucceeded to the interim Government of Ben- 
gal, on the return of Governor Hallings to Eng- 
land. 

and 
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and abilities, and whofe writings have thrown 

great light on th< antiquities of his country. 

* * * * * * 

****** 

Now this is as pretty as fidtion, and as true 
sis hiftory. It is inconceivable what good 
thefe fmall penfions, fo judicioufly diftri- 
buted, have produced- They have cheered 
deje&ion, enlivened hope, and fupportcd 
induftry. Here is a man that makes more 
than a dozen families happy, at lefsexpence 
than half a contefted ele&ion would occa- 
fion. Thefe fmall fure ftreams of bounty* 
that never dry up, do people more good than 
a large fum, which would put it in their 
heads to be proud and idle, and fit down to 
hatch imaginary wants. Whenever a (bower 
of gold falls upon me, I certainly will go # 
and do likewife. His wealth, the reward of 
fcientific fervice, as one may call it, to a 
native prince, was not got in the common 
manner, and is juft as uncommonly fpent. 
Two hundred pounds, which he fent to be 
diftributed among the poor of his father's 
parifh, I had almoft forgot to mention. Ad- 
vert, that this is not done from the overflow- 
ing 
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kg of an immenfe fortune; he is not rich 
kt the Eaftern acceptation yet. But, as 
Burnet fays of Tillotfon, 

" He is rich in good works." 

Excufe repetition and confufion. Itell yon 
once more, the people hereabouts teafe and 
harrafc me with their hollow friendfliip and 
undefired confidence^ civilities that demand 
a return, and would extort gratitude, where 
there is neither principle or fteadinefsj and 
to devote your time when you cannot give 
your efteem, and then to have the only 
eftimable perfon in the whole groupe in- 
jured and negle&ed by the reft; to fee that 
eftimable perfon finking under afecretload 
of heart-breaking forrow, which I cannot 
alleviate, and muft not feem to know: how 
vexatious ! My dear creature, you know 
nothing of the ftrife of human paffions, 
'Tis here they rage and fwell, arid are feen 
in their full magnitude. Confined to a few 
objefts, and within a narrow circle, their 
agitation is more violent, and their effefts 
rflore vifible. From the dreadful effer- 
vefcence of idlenefs and malignity ferment- 
ing together, may all I love be preferved ! 

The 
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The laft is a moft profound and myfterious 
period 1 but if ever I fee that bleffed fight^ 
your face, I will give a you a very full ex- 
planation of it, which will make you wonder 
at leaft, if not crqfs yourfelf. I turn to a 
more pleating fiibjedt, the contents of your 
letters .* I am glad you were fo well enter- 
tained at the Fairley by my old acquaintance 
Clarifla, and your new acquaintance Mr. 
Msnteith. I ofoferve you frequently preferred 
the company of the former to the latter, ^n^ 
am pkafed to find you fo partial to my &• 
vourite heroine. Never, fure, were cha* 
rafters fo well drawn, discriminated, and 
fupported as thofe in cc ClarUTa." Her 
x>wn_in particular. Never was any thing 
fo uniformly confiftent, fo raifed above 
common chara&ers, and yet f© judicioufly 
kept within the bounds of nature and proba- 
bility. I know very well there are thofe 
who> from a very indelicate ipecies of 4e- 
jicaey, ofajeft so the conduft of the ftory in 
certain inftances. Thefe who can, in the 
midft of fuch diftrefs a$ htr\ withdraw 
their minds from contemplating the trials of 
a fuffSeriqg angeJ, to pollutewtheir imagina- 
tions, 
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tions, are very unworthy indeed to be admit- 
ted into even the ideal prefence of a Clariffa. 
I know not any criterion by which I (hould 
be readier to judge, and try, any one's cha- 
rafter and tafte, than by obferving with 
what degree of intereft and feeling they 
furvey this correft drawing from nature. 
You can't think with what fcorn I liften to 
little mifles, and very little matters, who 
tell us in parrot phrafe, " Nobody reads 
Clarifla now. People now think it languid 
and tedious." Juft as if the effeft of good 
fenfe, wit, humour, pathos, and, in fhort, 
pure chriftianity, could vary with the hour, 
likfe fleeting modes and manners. Ranting 
tragedies, written while rant was fefhion- 
ablej or vile comedies, where wit and talents 
are lavifhed in painting manners which hap- 
pily no longer exift— thefe, I fay^ may go 
out of fafhion ; but truth is immutable, and 
nature, if you will bear a quibble, has in- 
variably the felf-fame variations. Who 
then would affeft to defpife a clue that leads 
through all intricacies to her inmoft receffes, 
becaufe the thread of which it is compofed 
is very fine, very long, and artfully twined 

of 
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<&f many filaments ? The means are pro- 
portioned to the end. The ftory, no doubt, 
unfolds flowly ; yet every fentence anfwers 
the great end of bringing the a&ors in the 
fcene fo immediately before your eyes, that 
you feem to have known and lived with 
thent. \ *The approach is long, but it is to a 
noble objeft, andthe avenue is planted with 
fuchendlefs variety of flowers, both pleafing 
and ufeful, that you muft be dull and inr 
curious indeed,, if you flop or linger by the 
way. J know nothing, out of the volume of 
inspiration, equal to the death-bed of Cla- 
riffa. I fepl the effe<3; always new $ wrapped 
in the delufion of this overpowering fiction, 
I have dreamed, as the Patriarch did at 
Luz, that I faw angels afcending and de- 
fcending* Generally in every ftory, real 
or fictitious, the intereft ceafes with the life 
of the hero or heroine. But, in this in- 
ftance, we hover over the v;ault, and trace 
every circumftance relating to the departed 
faint, with fond veneration. Yet, after 
being fo partial to our own fex, as to allow 
ClarifTa to be a natural cbara&er, we may 
be fo juft to the other, ,as to fgppofe Love- 
lace 
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lace carried almoft beyond poffibility. A 
man could not exift, who* to fo fine an un - 
derftanding, fuch courage, wit, geherofity, 
and talents, could unite fo much cunning 
and cruelty, folly and villainy. Yet the 
author has fo far preferred probability, as to 
make Him aft and fpeak as luch a being 
Tfould do, if toy being could unite fuch con- 
flradi&ions. Modem hiftory indeed refutes 
my wife conchifions, by prefcnting us with 
air almoft fimilar chara&er* Lord Boling- 
broke, whom Pope diftinguifhes by the 
epithet of all-accompltihed St. John. He 
^ddrefled his Effay on Man to hhn, and 
speaks of him on all occafions with the moft 
tnthufiaftic admiration. Swift does almoft 
the fame •, and Chefterfield, yho only faw 
him extreme old age, when he might be 
thought to have outlived his talents and his 
graces, was yet dazzled with his perfon and 
addrefs, talks of him as the complete model 
of a finifhed fine gentleman, as to manners, 
converfation, and eloquence. Yet this man, 
after runninginto the moft violent exceffes in 
Jibertinifm, and proftituting his fine talents 
to ferve the meancft and moft corrupt end* 

of' 
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of a party, without reforming from his innate 
vices, had turned them into a more dan- 
gerous channel, by endeavouring to under- 
mine thofe principles which the tenor of his 
life had difgraced. Yet he had, after all, 
the art to perfuade even the virtuous Pope, 
and that all-obferving cynic Swift, of his 
finccrity and re&kude $ and this merely by 
the force of eloquence, fhining parts, and 
a. kind of conftitutional fomething, that 
paired for generality and good nature* 
Thus, without a heart, without truth or 
morals, this man was enabled to cap- 
tivate and do mifchief, not only all his life, 
but even after death. • The deiftical writings 
he left behind were not the refidt of felf- 
conviftion, or a defire to convince others, 
but the mere vanity of exploring the tracks 
lefs waftes of fpeculation, of overthrowing 
eftablifhed opinions, and thus creating a 
region in which to rule. It was like Satan's 
expedition in fearch of fome domain, where 
he might exercife power, and produce mi- 
ftry. I do not know what tempted me to 
wade fo far out of my depth after Lord B.* 
hut you wifh me to fay all that comes in my 
vol. ii. d head, 
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head, and you rauft take the confequences* 
Farewell, aflfcftionately 1 



LETTER IX, 



TO MISS EWINO, Cfl-ASGOW. 

Fort Ajiguftus, Nov. 14, 1778. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

Your letter from Stirling is not arrived, 
I have defired this bearer, who pafles 
through that ancient city, to call for it, and 
fend it by Edinburgh. Tfe very childifh to 
fay that the perufal of your letters makes & 
much of my happinefs ; but in this deferred 
place there is fo much miftruft, fo much 
ferious <rifling, fuch a dearth of the lan- 
guage of truth, of nature, and the affec- 
tions, that they are a the funbeams"-of my 
foul, and I count the interyate between 
them impatiently. 

I muft pique you into pun&uality by 
telling you I have a more witty and eloquent 
correfpondent. Tho* I cheriih your '* retir- 
ing 
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fog foftnefs" with perverfe preferences I 
am tempted to tranfcrilpe fome original 
poetry from her laft letter, becaufe.'tis the 
prettieft I have feen her write,, and not 
becaufc I am the fubje&. Read this 
" Adrefe to Memory," 

# # • # # # # 

Our Drimen Duie friend is ftill indifpo fed: 
what if he fhould walk off to the Elyfian 
Fields without ceremonious leave taking? I 
think it were as .well to take the Female 
Quixote's way, and fend him word that he 
may live if he pleafes. If raillery could 
relieve anxiety, it were well ; and if difeafes 
in real life would yield to the fympathy of 
friendfhip, it were alfo well. I keep my 
indignation at all the offenders here within 
very moderate bounds; for I only prefcrve 
my ferenity* that is, when they would be 
jocofo, and familiar, as formerly, I look 
grave and pretend not to underftand them. 
For Mrs* Newmarch's fake, I carry my 
righteous wrath no further.— Why do you 
defire me to burn your letters, while you fo 
reKgioufly prefcrve njipe ? You can have 
d 2 no 
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no motive for this, which I have not in a 
higher degree for keeping the pi&ures of 
your foul. I have cut all the leaves out of a 
great old goofe of a book, and there I have 
placed thofe pretty pictures in regular fuc- 
ceffion; with Mifs Ourry's and Mrs. 
Sprot's ; coufin Jean -s letters,, which I value 
much for the vein of original humour .that 
runs through them, are there too: fo are 
fome of Beattie's poems. You can't think 
how diligently I perufc this good book. 
Watts on the Paffions is not dearer to you 5 
for, as warm as he is in your wQrk-i>ag, .do 
you think your paper-bag of epiftles can ever 
lift its head jn competition with my great 
book ? No.; it has too much refpeft for its 
betters, and has learnt from me the dodtrine 
of gradations. To counteradt the vile in- 
fluence of the vile world, I am always fend- 
ing you fome true ftory of good deeds per- 
formed, or good fouls adting or fuffering, 
from my Alpine nook. (Itfon't mean the 
FQrt.) Did you ever know fo good a creature 
as Sandy the primitiye? See now, he infifts 
on his mother and fitters coming to live with 
him, and means to fupport the whole family 
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m cafe and abundance. Is it not like 
Jofeph fending for his brethren — and Jofeph 
too was a fadtor. You may fuppofe the 
good blind Duke to be Pharoah, if you 
pleafe ; and to complete the refemblance, 
the highlanders are all herdfmen, and the 
vulgar in the Low Country hold them in 
abomination. It juft now occurs to me, 
why, in a country fo near as England, and 
even in one fo aflimilated as Ireland, Scotch 
manners are fo little understood. They 
never write a page on thefe ftibje&s without 
making fome blunder, which to a Scotchman 
fcems very ludicrous. This comes from 
confounding the peculiarities, dialecl, &c. 
of the Highlanders with thofe of the Low- 
landers, the two moft difiimilar claffes of 
beings exifting, in every one particular that 
marks diftindtion; the former indeed are a 
people never to be known unlefs you live, 
among tliem, and learn their language. 
Smollet, in Humphry Clinker, is the only 
writer that has given a genuine fk'etch of 
Scotch manners ; and in what relates to the 
lower clafs of Highlanders, even he appears 
allowably ignorant, not knowing their lan- 
*>3 guage> 
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guage, and having left the country fo 
young, that he was in a great meafure a 
ftranger to the Highlands, though born a 
borderer on it. The Highlanders are Celts 
(as Pinkerton in the bitternefs of his foul 
calls them.) Now I and my anqpftors are 
genuine Britons, who, retiring with furly - 
independence before the redeye of the King 
of the world, and his Imperial Eagles,, 
made the ftrength of rocks ours, fnuflf'd 
like wild afles at the voice of the purfuer,, 
and ftill retain " the garb of old Gaul, and 
the fire of old Rome/' As for you 
good fober fouls of Clydefdale, and all 
other Dales, fung by* the paftoral Mufe> 
your anceftors were good plain Saxons > 
who, begging to be excufed from any par- 
ticular intimacy with Danilh ravens, and 
Norman leopards, and all foreign 'birds 
and beaftjs, came northward, to fhelter 
under the Scottifh fir, and wear for their 
Badge the felf-righted Scottifh thiftle. If 
proofs were wanting, Shakefpeare fupplies 
abundance. King John's cooks and foot- 
men, it is evident, fpoke much the fame 
language with the cadies of Edinburgh -, and 

any 
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any of us, who have taftc to relifti Shakef* 
peare, underftand readily terms that have 
puzzled all his fouthern commentators. In 
fhort you dwellers of the dales, in manners, 
cookery, &c. arc juft what the old Englifh 
were in the days of the rival rofes. I have 
been greatly amufed at hearing an unfledged 
Englifh Enfign pour contempt upon our 
good national barley broth, in almoft the yery 
terms ufed by the Conftable of France in 
deriding the heroes of Agincourt : 

" Can fodden water, * 

rt A drench for fur-rein'd jades, their barley broth, 
" Decoft their cold blood to fuch valiant heat I" 

Now pray do not forget to lodge this dif- 
cuffion and quotation in your paper bag, 
where much digreffion and excurfion 
already dwells. To return to Sandy the 
primitive, the deferring hero of my tale: — 
he will at length fo colonize the banks of 
the unrivalled Lake, that the prophetic 
Valkyria may once more fay, 

"• Thofe whom late the defert's beach 

Pent within its bleak domain, 
Soon their ample fway fhall ltretch 

O'er the plenty of the plain." 

& 4 Adieu, 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



56 LETTERS FROM 

Adieu, and do not be angry at mc for 
making you " Look into the pit, whence 
thou waft digg'd -, into the whole of the 
rock, whence thou waft taken " though 
a more exalted origin is claim'd by your 
high defcended and high minded friend. 



LETTER X. 



fc TO MISS EWING, GLASGOW; 

v t J, ' ■' 

J* ^ , Fort Aagudus, April 5, 1779.. 

These promifes are very fine, and I fup- 
pofe generally made on fuch occafions, but 
I have no wifh for any fuch homage, I 
never defife or hope for more confidence, 
tendemefs, or attention than you and I have 
fhewn towards each other. Indeed I expeft 
not even totafte the fweets of a moreperfed: 
union of .minds. I am neither furprifed or 
chagrined at what you tell me of people's 
notion, that my fuppofed attainments will 
difqualify me for ordinary duties, that is, 

for 
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for difcharging them with diligence and 
propriety. I fhall always think myfelf 
obliged to you for every information of this 
kind, without the leaft defire of knowing 
from whom it comes. It is very natural, 
and perfeftly allowable, if one is charged 
with any matter of fa& which one knows 
not to be true, that every means fhould be 
immediately ufed to difprove it. But, when 
we merely hear of thefe vague and general 
cenfures, which we conftantly, and often 
juftlypafs on each other, inftead of a hot 
and hafty vindication, we ihould endeavour 
to profit by this indireft inftruftion, and re- 
move the pretexts for blame. Thefe good 
people only think of me what f have often 
thought of myfelf, that I am not well qua- 
lified for the: conftant exertion, felf-com- 
mand, and caution requifite in a married 
life. There is no paflion implanted in the 
rornd but for fome good purpofe $ vanity 
for inftance. Now I think there is nothing 
I fhould be fo vain of as the conqueft of 
my own habits, and other people's preju- 
dices* To excel in a fphere that is thought 
beyond me, would be a proud boaft indeed: 
d 5 Whatever. 
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Whatever one bends one's whole mirid to* 
there is fome chance of excelling in. But 
time mud decide ; and, in the mean time r 
J muft hope and endeavour. I maybe 
ra(h or indolent ; but, oi\ the other hand* 
I am pretty eafy, being fenfibie I am not fo 
obftinate, opinionated, and felf-loving, as 
pretenders to literature among our fex are 
generally faid to be. — I give you no dr* 
reftions. Suppofe yourfelf a bride, and 
apply the money as far as it will go. — As to 
what has been faid of what I have written, I 
am far, far, from affirming the leaft merit 
upon it. But this I am very proud of, that, 
poffeffing from infancy that glow of ima- 
gination and facility of expreffion, which, 
the owners are fo apt to miftake for genius, 
I have written fo very little. That little too- 
was thrown off in fucha carelefs manner, as 
made it evident that I had not given much 
time or thought to it. In the mean time, I 
fend two poetical pieces for your amufcment, 
merely to have them out of the way of more 
ferious concerns,. One is from my fanciful 
correfpondent that you wot of !$ I think it 
her belli perhaps I am the more partial to 

it 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



THE -MOUNTAINS. 59 

it, knowing the fubje£ to be reah I knew 
the young lady who is the theme of this tale 
of forrow. She died latt winter, in the 
twenty-third year of her age, a vidtim to 
the ftruggle betwixt duty and attachment in 
a delicate and well principled mind, Eter 
conduft, though imprudent,, was perfe&ly 
innocent. But fhe was every way delicate, 
her feelings nurfed by indulgence, and all 
made of tendernefs and mufic. It is cruel 
to bring up any body fo very helpleffc I 
will tell you all about herin my next. The 
Ode to Hygeia was written, by your friend,, 
and intended for Mrs.Sprot, who has long, 
been urging me for fomething of the kind.. 

How happy it is, fincc I am deftined t<r 
fcrfake a place fo dear tome,, that the ties, 
are loofened that held me to it: 

" The (hades, the ftreams, the groves remain: 
Bat friendfliip there I feek in vain/' ' 

©ne by one, every bodj? that- I* cared for 
dropped off, and I faw nothing* around me 
feut dreary vacuity. Welhall fte what kind 
of a world the odd beings^, fo peculiar ia 
taftes and opinions,, will create amid the 
central mountains. No people, however*. 
d 6 have 
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have th^ir happinefs fo much in their own 
power if we may have, if we were not fo 
much in the region of tempefts. We may, 
perhaps, be obliged to go to a cave, like 
Ajut and Aningait. — With love to dear. 
Jenny, believe me ever yours. 



LETTER XL 



TO MJSS EWING. 



Fort Auguftus, April 18, 1779. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

When I finifhed my laft, I meant to 
begin another dire&ty, but was prevented 
by indifpofition. I am now, thank God„ 
much better. My grandmother's death, 
which happened in the beginning of laft 
tyeek, has occafioned my being in a perpe- 
tual hurry ever fince, with mournings, &c. 
She has been thought dying for half a year 
paft. The days of her pilgrimage wefc 
neither few nor evil (comparatively fpeak- 
ing) i fhe was above fourfcore years upon 

earth 
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earth, doing all the good that Angular ac- 
tivity and benevolence, dire&ed by very 
found fenfe, could enable her to perform 
in her contra&ed fphere : and in confe- 
quence of this conftant exertion, and the 
general good will it excited, fhe was always 
cheerful, and very refigned in afflidHon. She 
departed, full of hope and comfort, with a full 
confidence in the merits of her Divine Re- 
deemer j and the looking back on a well 
fpent life, fupported her in the hour when all 
other dependence fails, in her eighty-firft 
year. She retained, a Angular frelhnefs of 
complexion, and evident remains of that 
beauty for which in her youth (he had been 
diftinguifhed. Few have met with feverer 
trials than this worthy perfon had to ftruggle 
with ; the family from whence fhe fprung, 
and the principal ones with which flie was 
conne&ed, were unhappily involved in the 
fatal (error I muft call it, for they, furely, 
afted on miftaken principle) well the error, 
the blunder, the mifchance of 15 and 45^ 
and her houfe was crowded with the orphan 
children of her filler and other relations. 
This tried her, feelings, and wafted her little 

poffeffions 
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pofleffionsfeverelyf but ftillfhe was cheer- 
ful, and thought it all well beftowed. 'Ti* 
aftonifhing what good* a fuperior mind can 
do, in any fittwioa of life, providing, (and 
be it always provided) .that they walk ftraight: 
©n in the path of pra&icable duty, and do 
not cc waiflte their :ftaength»" inthc cr ftrenuous^ 
idlenefs" of fpinning fyftems, and dream-^ 
ing dvtzmsy and feeing vifions of con-^ 
ferring great benefits, when theyfhould, by- 
vigorous exertion, (like thofe of my grand- 
mother) enable themielves to'poup fofth a 
feries of ftnall, yet effential ones. *Now,. 
peace be witk thy liberal fpirit,, my grands- 
mother ! and peaceably may ft thou ¥ reft: 
with thy fathers in that green and Tea fur- 
jounded ifle, wfoere,,undifturbediy the fons> 
of little men,, oi< the fpades of venal fex- 
tons, fb many of thy race reft in fociaL 
flumber. Oh,, to be buried in one of thofe: 
fen&ified iflands, where no little boys jump 
ever grave ftones, or no great ones trample 
over the hallow'd dead with callous indif- 
ference ! "lis hard to leave this fecredafylum^ 
of the warrior and the hunter, over which the 
seoliaa tones of airy harps found to the 

palling 
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pafling Waft, while the midnight rowers 
glide by in fclemn filence ; but as we muft 
ftay in the great ifland of Magna Britannia 
a while longer c * and in this har(B world 
draw our breath in pain," we muff refrefh 
our fpirits with the beft things we meet 
ki it* Now,, as I am in the humour of telling: 
ftories, and take it for granted that you are 
ki the humour of liftening to th«m, and 
as female friendfhip that (lands the te(t 
of time and his fellow traveller adverfity,, 
iis one of the beft things this untun'd fphem 
affords, I (hall feH you lbmething I have 
had often in my mind,, and as often, forgot 
to anujfe you with. You muft have heard of 
Mts. Buchanan, and the poor contemptible, 
whom her friends perfuaded her to marry v 
iWhen fhewas a mere child incapable of chuf- 
mgj but perhaps yo^ have not heard thatthis* 
iaird had before paid his addrefles to her 
coufin, the beautiful and accompliihed Mifs 
Lucy C* of Glenure, who refufed him in 
favour of a Mr. Cameron in this country, a 
man every way worthy of her. It was this 
difappointment which led the " Lowland 
laird' ' to feek an alliance with his prefent wife, 

with 
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with whom he lived Jbut a few months r his 
outrageous follies and herinexperienced and 
rafh attempts to reftrain them, occafioning an 
irreconcileable difference. They feparatecF, 
and " the laird/' who was no niggard, allowed 
her fuch an annuity as would enable her to 
live genteelly any where. From her youth, 
and natural love of fociety and the world, 
every one thought fhe would live in the ca- 
pital; but this, and every* fcheme of what is 
called enjoying life, was prevented by her 
ftrong attachment to her coufin, Lucy C* 
above mentioned. Indeed, to ufe Shaken 
fpear's words on a fimilar occafion, 

" Their loves 
Were ftronger than the natural bond of filters ; ,r 

which their former rivalfhip in Buchanan's 
^ffedtions had never diminifhed : and wher^- 
ever Mrs. Buchanan got in fomemeafure free 
from the matrimonial yoke, fhe went to live 
with her coufin. Mr. Cameron's abode, in 
a fequeftered highland glen> much retired, 
and furrounded with a faft increafing family, 
and with the endlefs cares of a country life, 
could have few attraftions for_avery young 
lady, to whom all this was new and foreign. 

Yet 

r 
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Yet actuated by the fpirit of heroic friend- 
fhip, (he forfook the world, and fecluded 
herfelf from what are ufually looked on as 
the pleafurcs of it, on her coufin's account, 
whoft tender gratitude you may imagine'. In 
this Angular and happy union, they lived 
above feven years/ About the time I was in 
Glafgowwith you, Mrs. C. died on the birth 
of her fixth child. Her coufin, tho' over- 
whelmed with forrow at this melancholy 
event, did not feek for comfort by returning 
to the world, or to her other friends. She 
has taken the charge of her coufin's family, 
-and is to her children the moft anxious and 
tender of mothers ; and to this painful duty 
fhe has devoted the beft years of her life, 
in this remote place/ occupied by cares, that 
nothing lefs than neceffity, or a mother's 
feelings could induce any one to undergo. I 
do not know whether you will view this in 
the fame light, but I think it the moft af- 
fefting and heroic inftance of true friendfhip- 
I have met with in real life. One can't help* 
comparing it 'with the lively and impref- 
five portrait Rouffeau draws of Clara and 
Eloifa. I wonder if there is any fuch friend- 
ship 
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feip among men. Their way of (hewing 
friendlhip is to venture for each other thofc 
lives which they are fo apt to fqtiander in- 
duels j but where was friendlhipi among 
them, ever fo perfevering, fo graceful, and 
fo tender? Much good may their ftern> 
virtues, and their public virtues, and their 
fhining virtues do them ; while ours, that 
flourifli in the (hade, arc their confolation, 
and the chief bleffing of foeiety after all. I 
am fure I neither envy their turbulent plea- 
fores, or dear bought honours. But we muft 
not fpeak treafon of our protestors,' — Adieu* 
Friend. Can I call you any thing dearec 
or kinder? 



LETTER XII.. 



Tp MISS OURRr. 



I-aggan, July 13, 1779: 
WY EVER DEAR NANCY, 

You have indeed fully made up for your 
paft feeming negligence, and, what I once 

thought 
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thought was impoffible, you have really 
got beyond mc in attention and kindnefs. 
Yet do not too foon overvalue yourfelf, and 
diftruft me, on the ftrength of this great 
effort; I refer you to my paft punctuality, 
and hope to convince you further, by future 
fteadinefs. Without preamble or circum- 
roundabout, I will fatisfy the anxiety yot* 
exprefs about the hints in my laft. Know, . 
then, that I was at that time engaged in 
preparations for an event, (to me very inv^ ^ 
portant) which took place the following day,. 
*Tis vtry odd that our letters, captaining in- 
telligence fo interefting, fhould thus have 
crois ? d each other. I am no longer my own, ' 
and yet I will be always yours. I have not 
formed a connection that will chill my afi» 
feftions, or contradt my heart. I fhare alt 
your forrows as you recite them, and ftill 
am moft uneafy at the effeCt which your too 
acute feelings muft have on a conftitutibn: 
fo delicate, as yours, But you have a weighty 
duty yet demanding your attention. You 
will find comfort to yourfelf in adminiftering 
it to your remaining parent. The fublime 
and folk! confolations which true religion* 

and 
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and right reafon afford, are all your own & 
and, tho' well affured that there is indeed 

n No pang like that of bofom torn 
From bofom, bleeding o'er the facred dead," 

yet I truft thofc truths, which elaiitied fb 
much of. your attention in your gayeft and 
moft profperous days, will fupport you in 
your heavieft hours.— It remains now to tell 
to whom I have made the greateft of all poflr- 
ble facrifices. It is to a re verend acquaintance 
of yours, whofe name you will find at the" 
conclufionof this^ The change fo important 
to me happened in the end of May laft. After 
ftaying near two months at the Fort, and- 
wandering many hours every day through 
our old delightful haunts, to ^ talk the flow- 
ing heart/' and compare paftconj eft ures and 
meditations* we have at length'' taken up 
our refidence in the Paftor's cottage, which 
is literally paftoral. Here we have fince con- 
tinued ; not enjoying the ideal felicity of 
romances, but that rational and attainable 
degree of happinefs which is derived from a - 
fincere and tender mutual efteem, health, 
tranquillity, and a humble and grateful 
confcioufnefs of being placed in a fituation 

equally * 
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equally remote from the cares of poverty and 
jthe fnares of wealth, from pinching want, 
and languid unenjoyed fuperfluity. You 
know, of old, my notions of matrimony, 
and how meanly I thought of the ufual 
degree of happinefs enjoyed by thofe who 
enter into willing fubjedtion. This has 
proved an advantage to me, as I had no 
fanguine expe&ations to be difappointed ; 
and, contrary I fuppofe to what happens to 
mod people in fimilar circumftances, find 
more of the "complacency and attention of 
the lover in the hulband than ever I ex- 
j>e6ted. We were indeed much miftaken in 
the chara&er of our friend. He has neither 
the tranquillity nor the indifference we gave 
him credit for; wrapt •up in his natural 
referve, and a reftraint arifing from fome 
very particular circumftances, he baffled 
our penetration. Would you think it ? He 
is generous, impetuous, and Angularly acute ' 
in all his feelings. His delicacy is extreme : 
and he has as nice and jealous a fenfe of 
honour as any Spaniard whatever. 

I once more cordially thank you for your 
laft kind letter, which, by the bye, does not 

fathfy 
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fatisfy me as to what you are aboijt, and 
whether you think to. remain in Ireland, 
I confefs myfelf furprifed at your ftaying 
there fo long. Mr* G. begs to be cor- 
dially remembered to you* Offer my afc- 
fe&ionate refpe&s to your good mother, 
and believe me moft kindly, moft truly, 
Yours. 



BETTER XIII. . 

TO MISS. SWING* LEITH. 

Laggan, Auguft 14, 1779. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 

I observe, with ftiame and concern, 
that 1 am fo far fallen behind, that it is ne- 
ceffary for me, in the mercantile way, to 
acknowledge " your feveral favours duly 
received/' vi£. two from Edinburgh and one 
from Glafgow, befidcs one which I find is 
on the way, and daily (eagerly I aflTpre you) 

expected* 

You 
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1 

You fee where I am \>y the date of this. 

* 

%t is a month fince I came, accompanied by 
my father and the awful man who tied the 
fatal knot. Chriftina, our old affociate on 
Drimen Duie^ was alfo there. They faid 
they came to fqe whether " the faid knot fat 
safyon the bound/'&c. So thefe good folks 
departed, after aflifting us to receive fpme 
ceremonious vifttors, and left us to our- 
felves. Nqw it is time you fhould know 
who ourselves are. Know, then, that Mr. 
G. f s mother was in the houfe with him j 
remember, I have notified this in fopm, and 
€xpe& additional congratulations on that 
account, for I fhould have been loft and 
bewildered on my entrance on fuch a new 
fcene, as the government of more than half a 
dozen country fervants, and the complicated 
^economy ofafanjijwithoi# fuch a monitref$. 
You will not wonder th^t I am already very - 
fond of my mother-in^Wj when I tell yon 
ihe is juj^ what our dear Harriet will be 
thirty years hence, in mind and qianpcr r 
and an expreflion in the faded beauty of her 
countenance jhat one might be tempted to 
call heavenly i fuch eyes you never faw, in 

a head 
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a head that one may call a fine antique. It 
would fatigue you to defcribe the gauntlet 
we ran of vifitattonandre-vifitation; though 
it might give room for a further difplay of 
my picturefque manner of conveying cha- 
j-a&ers to you by comparifon and anology, 
I cannot as yet enlarge. My neighbours, 
the wild braes of Badenoc confidered, are 
more than tolerable ; fome of them rife to 
agreeable, and fome foar-up to very agree- 
able. This accounts for much of my time. 
The wqather too has been fo very fine, 
f the lord of the cottage is fo fond of walk- 
ting, and 1 am fo fond of accompanying 
him through the pleafanteft of all meadows 
which furround us, that much time is wafted 
in that way j then there are the cares of a 
family, of which family I am hitherto very 
carelds, but care will come too foon; then 
the early mornings are no longer mine, 
becaufe, alas! I am no longer my own, 
Yet you fhall always find me moft affec- 
tionately 

Yours, 
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LETTER XIV. 
TO MISS EWING, GLASGOW* 

Laggan, J»ty 1781. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

Ever pleafing and acceptable as your 
kind, kind letters are to me, your laft was 
xloubly foj arriving as it did moft oppor- 
tunely, " To cheer the heavy hours obfeured 
by pain/ 1 and fuggefting the comforting 
idea of your being not only in health but in 
-better fpirits than I have known yob for 
fome time paft. 

I am tired of quaint devices, and quite 
of your mind as to that of your ring. It 
Aews the utmoft humility, in the firft place i 
and I am fo far from thinking with Jane, 
that it betrays a poverty of invention, that I 
am charmed with its fimplicity. A pretty 
fanciful motto might apply to any body, but 
A. G. that fignificant cypher, is I myfelf, I; 
and the laurel wreath inclofing it, may mean 
the perpetual verdure of friendfhip, or my 

vol. 11. b invincible 
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invincible courage when I ufed to proteft 
, you from thofe cows whofe armed fore- 
heads ufed to fill you with fuch tender fears, 
pretty coward that you are. Were this 
memorial embelliflied with fuch fine fen- 
tences as you and I could eafily make or 
fteal, vanity and friendfhip might have 
equal claims ; but now 'tis an unequivocal 
offering to the fweet focial power that has 
fmiled fo long upon us, I am glad the 
fafhion of defpifing things, common and 
eafily attained, is fo prevalent ; infidelity 
and licentioufnefs will fbon lofe the charms 
of novelty and Angularity, they will be fo 
defpicably common; and religion and com- 
mon fenfe will add luftre to their own 
weight, and be fought after] as refpe&able 
oddities at leaft. 

I enjoy, in your defcription, the enter- 
tainment you received on the bank of 
Carron's founding ftream, where Ofcar, 
king of Ipears, rofe bright in arms to curb 
the King of the world, and made the Roman 
Eagles ftoop before the race of Morvea. 
Time has been when the * € light of my 
foul arofe" at the name of this young hero, 

fo 
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fo long deplored by Malvina ,• fo mourned 
by the fweet voice of Cona. 

Receive your pacquet, all but the poetry ; ■ 
thefe, being copies, and you poffefled of 
tlic originals, I keep rill you reclaim them. 
I am charmed with the freedom, eafe, 
and gaiety, which reigned in your little fo- 
ciety at Arran, and which has not pafled 
uncelebrated, or unfung. The Laureat of 
Arran feems to wear his bays with becom- 
ing carelefihefs, and rather to laugh at 
than value himfelf for having them* 
He certainly poflefles original genius, and 
a vein of humour not extremely refined, 
but genuine, eafy and Fergufbnial. He 
has made his dog very eloquent, and, like 
another talking animal of old renown, he 
reproves the madnefs of his matter with 
juftice and feverity. 

How could it enter into that adamantine 
heart of yours to keep me fo long in fui- 
penfe about a matter that concerns me ib 
much to know ? As for lovers, they ztt 
a generation born to be teafedj but me you 
(hall teafe no longer. Have you no com- 
panion on the fatigues of my imagination, 
e 2 drawing 
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drawing numberlefs pidtures of my friend 
that is to be ? On pain of my dilpleafure, 
let his name, age, and complexion, be imme- 
diately forth-coming j cc let me not burft in 
ignorance, but tell me :" I will not whifper 
it to the ruihes. In hopes of your fpeedy 
compliance, 

I remain yours as you demean yourfelf^ 



^p 



LETTER Xf. 
TOMISSEWING, GLASGOW. 

Fort Auguftus, Nov 6* 1781, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

* From this a region of filence and fhade," 
I thought to have written at length and at 
Jeifure ; but kifure fo often flighted I now 
vainly folicit. I have been fo engrofled by 
vifitors, and engaged with preparing, for 
the loom, the purple and fine linen which 
my maids have been fpinning in the Glens 

all 
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ail fummer, that I have not fo much as wan* 
dered on the Loch fide, or lounged in the 
garden fince I came here. This laft is now 
withered, but to my fancy it was fo a month 
ago. I look at it as I fuppofe divorced people 
do at each other, when alitde lurking love 
remains. I mud forfake it, and all I love 
here, before nature oppofes her irremediable' 
bar. You will think I am talking very 
folemnly about travelling the twenty-five 
miles between here and Laggan ; for I do 
not know that ever I told you howpeculiarly 
we are fituated with regard to each other. 
This diftrift is divided from ours by an 
immenfe mountain called Corryarrick. 
That barrier is impaffable in the depth of 
winter, as the top of it is above the region 
of clouds -, and the fudden defccnt on the> 
other fide peculiarly dangerous, not only from 
deep fnows concealing the unbeaten track of 
.the road, but from whirlwinds and eddies 
that drive the fnow into heaps ; befides ait 
evil fpirit which the country people de- 
voutly believe to have dwelt there time oiit 
of mind. 
I was rather urgent in requcfting permif- 
e 3 fion 
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fion to make this vifit, becaufc my little 
daughter is here, who loves me and fmiles 
on me irrefiflibly, and whom I muft needs 
leave as a fobftitutc for myfelf; and then I 
refolvcd to enjoy the laft fading gleams of 
Autumn here, and embrace my dearparents 
before I fliould be feparated from them all 
winter by this dreadful barrier. The fociety 
is varied by feme new characters; not mili- 
tary ones, but juft fuch harmlefs, good- 
humoured people as one takes pleafure in 
pleafing, and leaves without a pang. My 
mate has chofenr this time to vifit his 
Strathfpey friends. I am beginning to be 
on the fpur homeward; fnow is now begin- 
ning to fall ; but though I Ihould " ride on 
clouds and ikies," I muft get home imme- 
diately. 

Now I will give you a (ketch of our fitu- 
ation, and you will fay 'tis time. After crof- 
fing this awful mountain, we travel eaftward 
through twelve miles of bleak inhofpitable 
country, inhabited only by moor-fowl, and 
adorned with here and there a booth, eredted 
for a temporary fhelter to fhepherds, who 
pafs the fummer with their flocks in thefe 

lonely 
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lonely regions. On leaving this wafte, you 

enter a vale fix miles in length, and half a 

mile broad, which wants nothing but wood 

to be beautiful* it has indeed fome copfes, 

or what the Scottifh bards call (haws. This 

vale confifts entirely of rich meadow and 

arable lands, and has. the clear and xapid 

Spey running through the middle of it. 

About the centre of this vale, at the foot of 

a mountain which fcreens it from the north 

wind, ftands our humble dwelling; juft 

fuch a cottage as that at Greenlaw, only 

higher, admitting of attic chambers for you 

to repofe in. 

You will wonder we have not the good 
houfe to which the Pallor's office entitles 
him. That (hould be built on the glebe, and 
can be no where elfe, and this glebe is a 
noolc which none but a hermit would inha- 
bit. Then we are fo far from market, that, 
unlefs the ravens were commiffioned to feed 
us, we could not dS without a farm j whidii 
affording us every neceflary of life, we fend 
to Invernefs (only fifty miles off) for elegan- 
cies andfuperfluities; elegant fugar, andfu- 
perfluous tea, for inftance. The laft incum- 
e 4 bent 
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bent preferred getting this farm at an eafy rate 
and living in a cottage of his own building, 
to a more •elegant manfion without that 
advantage ; and we have made the fame fa- 
crifice of vanity to convenience. We have & 
great extent of moor and hill grazing, where 
they fay we may feed fome hundreds of 
fheep, a very fuitable flock for a perfon who 
ought to be much detached from fecular 
cares, having a fhepherd kept purpofely to 
attend them. They require even in winter 
no food or fhelter, but what the hills afforcL 
Our neighbours abound in courtefy and ci- 
vility, and many of diem, having been abroad 
in the army, are fufficiently intelligent, I 
remember before I knew any thing about 
thefe countries, being much delighted to 
hear of tjie Swifs; who, they fay, after ferv- 
ing in the French army, and fliaring in 
all the gaieties of Paris, retire towards the 
decline of life to their own country, and 
there immediately and with alacrity refume 
their priftine fimple and hardy manners and 
habits. But there is no amor pat rice like 
that of mountaineers, every where. The 
people here fo entirely refume their early 

modes 
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modes of living and thinking, that they give 
probability to all we hear of thofe children 

of the rocks in other countries 

**♦**#**♦ 

• Now I feel I have tired you j for when I 
flag I have always a happy confeioufhefs 
of my own ftupidity, and (hall therefore 
bid you farewell, to write to one who will 
think all my nothings very interefting ; fo 
indeed do you : — forgive, then, this implied 
preference, and believe, that I am to you 
unchangeable. Adieu. 



LETTER XVI. 

tO MRS. SMITH, GLASGOW, 
(formerly Mifs Ewing.) 

Laggan, March 17&1* 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I have now to thank you for your long 

kind letter, and for introducing me to that ' 

moft defirable place your fire-fide. Long, 

long may the genius of domeftic happinefs 

£ 5 fmile 

* 
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fmile in your chimney corner ! and, if in 
procefs of time* fome other friendly genius 
fhould fet me down fmiling in the oppofite 
corner, with you and your Caro laughing in 
the middle, and fifter Jane and my Caro* 
ftmpering together behind, we fhould forma 
charming groupe, and I fhould be as happy 
as is permitted to us in this probatory novi- 
ciate of being. This, perhaps, as we are all 
circumftanced, is a romantic wifh ; but I 
have no notion of throwing cold water upon 
thofe glimmerings of hope which occafion- 
ally cheer and enliven one's gloomieft 
moments. From the more extended circle 
of your connexions, and your happinefs in 
being the centring point of that circle, 'tisal- 
togetherimpoffible that you feel my abfence 
as I do yours. But I know you will have 
influence enough to bring your beloved here, 
and that will be a fecond fpringof the affec- 
tions, and we fhall then all lyiow and love 
each other. This I feel certain of. With 
you it refts to ftalize this cordial prefenti- 
raent. Sure, people that can go through 
this cold world, unloving and unloved, do 
not feci its forrows as I ao, or &cy would 

fink 
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fink under them. You inquire if I left 
Mary at Fort Auguftus * I durft not do 
otherwife, fhe is fo firmly eftablifhed in the 
affe&ions of the good old people, that it 
would be a breach of the peace to deprive 
them of her. This does not pleafe her fa- 
ther, whp is afraid of his dear daughter being 
ipoiled, but, in fad, very unwilling to part 
with her, though he affe&s to be too manly 
to be fond of an infant ; butlie wants a pre- 
tence to lament her abfence without defcend- 
ing from his dignity. For my own part, I 
honeffily confefs, that my heart ached at 
parting with her. I would not wifh thefc 
human flowers to breathe their firft fragancc 

on any breaft but my own. 

****** 

****** 

I am forry to hear that the Naiads of my 
native Clyde have paid you fuch an abrupt 
vifit. The giore fubftantial water nymphs 
viho inhabit the fquare temple of purity in 
the green could not be ruder. You dwellers 
in the Stockwell and Bridge-gate muft be 
an iniquitous generation to be fo inundated. 
We have, notwithftanding our primitive 
£ 6 innocence 
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innocence and rural fimplicity, met with a 
dill feverer Ihock, . having had, for two 
months pad, a winter as rigorous and ter- 
rible as thofe of the honed Laplanders, 
who, as the fweet finger of Tiviot Dale tells 
us, " love their mountains and enjoy their 
dorms." I could have done fo too, while 
they only afforded us a tremendous amufe- 
ment, but now that our poor flieep are pe- 
riftiing in fcores under the wreaths, I fee it 
in a very different light. You will be very 
forry to hear that our lofs in this article has 
been confiderable. * 

Now be correft, diligent, lively and com- 
municative ; in (hort, be a peerlefs corre- 
ipondent, for you are the link that hoick 
me to Clydefdalej and if you break — But 
you never can, becaOfe you are the faith- 
ful friend of 

Your ever affe&ionate. 
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LETTER XVII. 



TO MRS. SMITH, GLASGOW. 

January 2, 1783^ 

When I fit down to write to you, after 
this too long interval, and begin to tafte the 
pleafure of reviving in this manner the de- 
lightful eafe and tendernefs of our paft in- 
tercourfe, my heart glows at the recollec- 
tion, and I anv furprifed at myfelf for al- 
lowing fo long a time to elapfe, without in-* 
dulging myfelf in fo pure a fatisfadtion. 
But, when my crowd of worldly cares ru(h' 
in to interrupt this delightful reverie, the 
fervours of friendship, like thofe of a fub-^ 
Kmer kind, are drowned in the clamours of 
the world. I never experienced fo much of 
this tirefome turmoil, as fince I wrote to 
you laft. But before I proceed to my wonted 
egotifm, let me acknowledge your kind 
letter, which, after lying in ftate two months 
at Perth, reached me when I too was lyin<* 
in ftate $ of which more hereafter. 

I rejoice 
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I rejoice to hear that you are become 
" The joyful mother of a hopeful fon." 

How thankful fhould you be to Providence, 
which has enabled you to fulfil the firft duty 
of that fond relation ! I am fnre you will 
pity me, who, though earneftly defirous* 
and in fome refpe&s well qualified, am not 
permitted to nurfe; the wife people about 
me being of opinion that it would endanger 
my fmall (lock of health at this feafon. 

** He that's convinc'd againft his will, 
Is of the fame opinion ftill." 

I fhall h^ve endlcfs remorfe, if any thing 
happens. My mother was kind enough to 
rifle a winter journey over Corryarrick> and 
it is by her advice that Mifs is fent to grafs- 
I am anxious to hear more particular ac- 
counts of young matter. Whom do the 
wife people fay he rcfembles ? I am furc 
they have difcrovercd him to be either his 
father's pifture, or his mother's image, for 
thefe are the invariable phrafes.— I am truly 
obliged to Jane for her letter. 'Tis great 
charity in you and her to write on, without 
minding my fufpenfions, You know I long 

ago 
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ago remarked to you, that people get no 

extraordinary gifts, without having fomc 

extraordinary occafion for the exertion of 

them ; fo it is with the fpirit and fortitude 

of your left-handed hero, who it feems has 

had thefe heroic qualities not a little exer- 

cifed. He feems to be a perfeft Ulyfles in 

his woes, his wanderings, and his perils. I 

hope the conclufion of them will be equally 

fuccefsful i that he will efcape the fury of 

the American Laeftrigones, and enticements 

of the Weft Indian Lotophagi; and that 

fome fond and faithful Penelope will foothe 

and reward him after all thefe fcenes of 

danger and diftrefs are over.— I fend you a 

great, comprehenfivc benedi&ion, including^ 

your brother and my dear Harriet. May 

every return of this feafon of good wiflbes* 

bring health and felicity to you and your 

beloved ! fo prays, fo wiflies, 

Your own, &c. 
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LETTER XVIIL 



TO MRS SMITH. 

Laggan, Auguft 7, 1784. 
MY DEAR FRIEND ! 

I hope this will find you fafely arrived iiv 
town with your mate, and relieved from all 
apprehenfions about the son of your love. I 
have no doubt but your dear little fufferer 
has gone through much diftrefs -, but your 
timidity of temper makes me hope you have 
in fancy aggravated the danger. — I rejoice 
to think you are fo partial to all my dear re- 
treats, to Spey, Corryarrick, and, above all, 
to the lord of the cottage* I fhould not have 
died in peace unlefs you had feen and liked 
us all. I am quite gratified to think how* 
.much you pleafe him. Nature, delicacy,, 
and gentlenefs is all in all to "him. r He re- 
volts at every fhadow of affedtation, and- 
dete&s pretenfions with a glance. I dare 
fay in his whole lifetime, he never faid a 
word, the intention of which was to bias- any 

one 
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one in his favour. You muft like him as he 
is, or not like him at all ; but I was fure 
you would and muft Kke him. Never were 
two unpretending beings more congenial 
in their manner ©f thinking. He was ex- 
tremely partial to your letters, before he 
faw you. You and he too have this in com- 
mon, that you both appear to rnoft advan- 
tage on paper, where your diffidence does* 
not ftand in your way. He admires my 
application of Collins's Addrefs to Simpli- 
city to you, and fays you really are* 
" By nature taught, 

To breathe her genuine thought 
In language warmly pure and fweetly ftrong. ,r 

Now the leaft thing you can do in return for all 
this, is to tell me how your beloved likes me y 
and the cottage, and fo forth. What an in- 
grate he muft be, if not partial to the wife 
of one who loves his wife fo well, efpecially 
when the lady in queftion is fo well difpofed 
towards him. My dear, we ought, as Caius 
fays of Dr. Evans in the play, cc to pray our 
pibles well/' that matters happened as they* 
did; nurfing our delicacy and our affe&ion 
as we did, in tender friendship and voluntary 

retirement, 
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retirement, cultivating our tafte to a degree 
which circumftances might have rendered 
very inconvenient, we fhould have been 
wretched caitiffs, had men fallen to our lot, 
fuch as the generality of our friends are very 
well fatisfied with. For my own part, I 
could never have endured groffnefs, or in- 
difference, or twenty things I fee better 
people put up with, who do notfcem to think 
there is the fmalleft occafion for common 
taftes and inclinations. In fuch a cafe, I 
think, cc I would never tell my hate ;" but, I 
dare fay, concealment would, like an envious 
worm, cc feed on my meagre cheek." Alas ! 
how I play with a fubjeft that fhould touch 
us both very nearly, when we think of her 
who has full as much feeling and delicacy as 
any of us, who always fuffers, and never 
complains ! With her difpofition fhe would 
have been too happy, had fhe met, like us, 
with gentlenefs, attention, and indulgence. 
" Turn, hopelefs thought, turn from her.' 1 
Your other letter is come, and I am fo 
pleafcd ! I began to fret and wonder, and 
my very Caro, who hates impatience, began 
to look folemn and fignificant, and wonder if 

you 
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you were well. Thefe poft-horfes arc brutes 
void of all finer feelings $ and, fo far from 
improving by the literary commerce they are 
the means of carrying on, they feem infenfi- 
ble of the loads of information, confolation, 
and ratiocination they carry on their backs, 
and will not budge a foot fafter to relieve- 
even the impatience of lovers. For inftance, 
your letter was full fixteen days on the way. 
I am fure you will be glad to hear that we 
have a delightful profpedt'of a fine harveft ; 
flax in abundance, potatoes, your favourites, 
in fuperabundance, and <c the breezes wave 
the ripening corn" in profufe luxuriance ; 
but then you will be forry again to hear, that 
for a few days paft, all this fair promife of 
plenty was like to be drenched in floods of 
rain, and overwhelmed with the fwelling of 
Spey. However, you muft be glad again to 
hear that this is only the equinoftiai ftorm, 
and that we ftill hope for good weather to 
enable us to rejoice in the bleflings of Pro- 
vidence. Mr. G. joins inaffe&ionategood 
wifhes to your lord ; I have no room or time 
for other remembrances \ but, while I( can 
think, I fhall be faithfully yours. 
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IETTER XIX, 
TO MRS. SMITH. 



Laggan, Auguft 18, 1785: 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

Your kind letter^ and the little volun- 
teer that came with Jenny % gave me more' 
pleafure than you can imagine, confide ring 
what a variety of pains and pleafures en- 
grofs, agitate, and divide me by turns. Be- 
fore I enter on the fubjedt of yours, I muft 
tell you how we went to Fort George, in 
the little machine, and took Catharine with 
us, who was not alarmed, as on a former 
occafion when you^ were with us, but, 041 the 
contrary,, feemed highly delighted with the 
journey, and all its accompaniments* The 
journey, by the bye,, was a very pleafant 
one, being a continued feries of vifits, as 
the road pafled the houfes of our connec- 
tions and friends all the way. The feene o£ 
the meeting between the two fitters was 
more pathetic, and lefs ludicrous, than the 
one you witneffed formerly. Their mutual* 
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joy and affection was really edifying. The 
eldeft has made great, improvements ; fo 
great that it would be no wonder if, like 
other little prodigies, ftie (hould difappoint 
all expectation. There is a lady, whom I 
heard lately fpeak on the fubjedt, who is fo 
jmprefied with the idea of premature chil- 
dren's difappointing hope, that ihe told me, 
with great taftnefs, (he never Hkedprogidys, 
and was very glad there were no progidys in* 1 
their family. — Fort George is a gay and 
polite places the fociety well bred and agree- 
able, and the neighbourhood populous and 
pleafant. I made a (bort excurfion to Rofk- 
jhire, faw the pretty litde town of Fortrofe, 
and the eoaft of that fine country, thickly 
planted with gendemen's feats, being the 
rcfidence of the powerful clans of Rofs aad 

Mackenzie - *- -- 

So, after fpending three weeks very agree- 
ably it the Fort, we fet out very early, be- 
fore the bairns rofe, to avoid the ftruggle of 
parting ; becaufe both their hearts were fet 
on coming home with us, and we had fet- 
tled to leaveCatherine there, for her improve- 
ment in the elegancies of the Englifh tongue.. 

I do 
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I do not fpeak of conquering our Scotch, 
alias Doric, dialeft, the fweet firnplicity of 
which I think pleafing in a child ; but you 
are to know, that I make a point of making 
my mountain nymphs fpeak the language of 
the mountains in the firft place. I am all 
anti-Pinkerton, an4 delight in the Celtic. 
You cannot think what a fource of pleafure 
my little acquaintance with that emphatic 
* and original language has afforded me. I 
am determined my children fhall all drink 
" from the pure wells of Celtic undefiled." 
They fhall tafte the animated and energetic 
converfation of the natives j and an early 
acquaintance with the poetry of nature fhall 
guard them againft falfe tafte and affecta- 
tion. I never defire to hear an Englifh 
word out of their mouths till they are four 
or five years old. How I fhould delight in 
grafting elegant fentiments and juft notions 
on fimple manners and primitive ideas ! This 
is juft the forte piano chara&er that we 
always wifh for, and feldom meet. How, 
indeed, fhould we ? People, whofe circum- 
ftances confine them to breed their children 
at home, are fo apt to have them fpoil'd 

for 

/ 
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for want of culture, and by vulgar affociation* 
Then, if they fend them to the common 
feminaries, there are fo many of them to- 
gether, fpoiling each other with trifling con- 
verfation ; and the love of vanity and drefs 
rages like a contagion ; their manners, nay, 
their very ideas, are fo artificial, that their 
minds and manners wear a tirefome uniform, 
.Now, I am going to make an experiment 
on my mountain nymphs. If it fails, your * 
laughing at me will be only* the fmallcft 
part of my mortification. Know, then, that 
I propofe, in the firft place, to atteftd, above 
all things, to the culture of the heart: and at 
Jeifure, and in due time, to the underftand<- 
ing j ajid, having fecured thefe main points, 
to let the manners, in a great meafure, ihift 
for themfelves. I pre-fuppofe a tolerable 
good difpofition, and fome degree of fen- 
Ability* and, taking thefe for granted, I 
cannot eafily believe that>n unpolluted 
mind, unaccuftomed to fear from without, 
or reproach from within, bred in the centre 
of kindnefs and confidence, and having all 
its beft affe&ions conftantly exercifed, I 
cannot, I fay, fuppofe any other than foft 

and 
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and artleft manners to flow fpontaneoufly 
from fuch a mind, fo formed, and fo cir- 
-cumftanced ; elpecially, when unaccuftomed 
to. vulgar language, and, what is far more 
degrading, vulgar fentiments, which! have 
heard conveyed in very good language from 
very pretty mouths. Even the ftrong 
temptation of wandering in my favourite 
path can fcarce excufe this long fcampcr. 
So we fet out, as I told you, and, after pro- 
ceeding five or fix miles, fpent the reft ©f 
the morning in furveying the antiquities of 
Calder Caftle, a venerable and gloomy edi- 
fice of grey renown ; for this is the Cawdor 
^f Macbeth, and it was a few miles to the 
ibuth of it, that the witches anticipated his 
titles. I fancy their hagfhips refided here- 
abouts 5 at any rate, I am fure the demon 
of black-defpairing melancholy dwells in 
fome of thofe caverns that echo the roar of 
Calder water. The houfe has no other 
inhabitant at prefent than an old Sybil, who 
lives in the cellar, and fome legions of 
rooks and diaws in the lofty towers, that 
add ftrength and horror to this antique 
dwelling. You enter over a vejiy narrow 

drawbridge 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



THE MOUNTAINS. 97 

drawbridge, laid acrofs a deep chafm. We 
faw fome good paintings, and tapeftry 
frightfully fine ; for Pharaoh was there 
driving fo furioufly 'after the Ifraelitcs, and 
the Red Sea rufhing fo fiercely upon 
Pharaoh, that you darted back inftin&ively, ' 
not knowing which to fear moft. Small 
gothic " windows, that admit no light, and 
paflages that lead to nothing/ ' or, at moft, 
to a fmall dark room with a thick heavy 
door, ftrengthened with iron £ fhde, and 
refoundingdufky halls, and rfWfow winding 
itaif cafes, give no very high i&**f the* en- 
joyments of the virtuous and ft^CBtydames* 
who wrought tapeftry here in the days of 
feudal grandeur, andperpetual hoftility. Yow 
are fhewn, in very high tower, the felf-fam€ 
bed in which Duncan, of pious memory, wat 
fhurder ed by Macbeth. It was brought from 
Irivernefs, on the demolition of the caftji 
there. The faft of Duncan's being killed in it 
is hard to eftablifr $ but the bed is certainly 
unique in itfelf, and very unlike the beds of 
thefe degenerate days. It is, in the firft 
place, very large, and exa&ly Jquarc ; iti# 
magnificent in its own way, yet is evident 
voi»* ii, f that 
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th^t curtains were an unknown luxury whea 
it was framed ; the wooden canopy which 
forms the roof is furrounded by a moulding 
9r cornice two feet deep at leaft, of wood 
exquifitely carved in flowers, with many 
imitations of palm and pine branches, and 
good ftpre of thiftles. Round the frame of 
the bed, or bedftcad, which is very low, 
though the canopy be lofty, is another 
moulding feemingly formed to prevent the 
pofliJ>jlky tf his majefty's tumbling oytu 
Thi^i tooDt^ichly curved j fo are the poft%, 
and cfertaiasfclfed ornaments, not, inelegantly 
reprefcitftag branches, at, the corners. Jo 
Jhort, the expence of carving this, bed, if 
the artift's recompence was adequate to his 
labour and ingenuity, might pufchafe the 
moftf oftyy curtains. From the battlements 
of the caftlepiu fee, in the,b,ack ground, a 
thkk fpreft, pld beyond hiftpry or memory, 
and folemn beyond imagination.. Trer 
mendous rugged rocksj appear emerging 
from the wood; onqnefideyoufeethe.ch*fm 
and drawbridge aforefaidi pn the other, the 
river Calder, dark ip its colour, an&devipus 
in its courfe, howling, groaning, and boiling 

through 
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through a rocky channel, worn into many 
<3ifmal pits and cauldrons: at the foot of 
that rock on which the houfe ftands, 'tis 
{o deep and dark, that it dizzies one to look 
down from the tower. In fliort the gloomy 
pools below, and pendant branches above, 
might almoft tempt a love-lick maiden, or 
/og-fick Engliihtoan, to hanging or drown- 
ing. There is a wide vietv towanls the fea, 
including the heath where the weird lifters 
announced the fatal career of fucce&ful 
ambition to Macbeth, whom I always >figurc 
to myfelf faying, " Is thy fervant a dog, that 
Jie fhould do this thing." After looking 
down with complacency on the numerous 
iamilies of rayens, whom we ufed to look 
*ip to at a great diftaoce, in the vaft old 
.elms that were planted, before th* union at 
Jateft, round this venerable pile, we quitted 
Calder, with an emotion of gratitude for 
.being born in happier times j w|ien high-bora 
-dames and barons bold are no longer forced 
to feek fecurity from rugged manners, and 
feudal outrage, in thofe terrific manfions. 
Now, afper thk hopeful outfet, confider 
what a fair field of defcription lies before you, 
f $ for 
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for this is only the morning fcene; and, afV 
ter performing an act of >ecd#ecfiV» onthe 
moor, the whole county ofStrathfpey open- 
ed upon us— Caftle Grant, the furroundiBg 
pleafure grounds and gardens, which are 
very fine, though furmounted by rude en- 
virons. There are numerous paintings 
there, to my great delectation. Some of 
thefe are very charatteriftic of the amiable 
propenfity of this family, to cherifh the 
inferior gentry and their humble relations, 
who " dwelt under their fliadow." There 
is a pleafant fummer parlour, opening, with 
a glafs doori to the garden, the walk of 
which are entirely covered with the portraits 
of thofe leffer gentry around, who were 
attached, many of them, by the double tie 
of kindred and feudal fubje&ion. This 
laft was rather patriarchal fway, as they 
managed it. Never, furely, was power fo 
gently ufed, or proteftion fo gratefully ac- 
knowledged. Thofe endearing, though in- 
vifible and undefinable ties, that have for 
generations held thefe people fo ftrongly to 
each other, and to their chief, produce 
united effects, which afford one of the moft 

pleafing 
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pkafing views of human nature that can be 
met with. The family, luckily for you, 
*rere from home, but had left their effigies 
behind. Caro was quite charmed to fee with 
•what reverence I beheld his kindred (hades. 
He is to-night extremely anxious about fav- 
ing my poor eye*. So it (hall fuffice, that 
the Caftle is a fpacious, convenient, and 
elegant manfion, where many heroes of the 
family, cc on animated canvafs feem to 
frown j" and where every thing evinces 
an abode, where baronial ponqip and hof- 
pitality ftill continue to linger, foftened by 
the milder graces of modern elegance. 
Thefe eyes I muft fave, and therefore I bid 
you heartily good night, and will begin a 
new letter to-morrow; for if once I refume 
the reins of government, I (hall not lay 
them down for landfcapc painting. Adieu ! 
my true friend. 



f 3 
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LETTER XX. 

TO MRS. SMITH, GLASGOW. 

Laggan, Auguft 19, 1785, 
Again I refume, and I infift on being 
allowed fome merit in refuming, when the 
meadows glittering with dew, the afcending 
larks, the frefh flowers, and the curling 
mifts that climb the oppofite mountain, all 
invite me out to enjoy the fweeteft hour of 
day, the foft ihadowy twilight excepted. 
You know not how fweet and facred the 

hour is that I devote to you. To return 

to Strathfpey. We fpent two days with a 
relation of Mr. G's, and on Sunday went 
to hear my old friend's lord preach. After 
fermon, we went in, and with difficulty 
efcaped their kind compulfioh, for we were 
engaged. She* becomes the holy ftate very 
well j feemed compofed and cheerful, do- 
mefticated, and in a fair way of being ruf- 

* Beatrice, to whom an epiftle is addrefled in 
the author's poetical volume, and who is married 
to a clergyman in Strathfpey. 

ticated. 
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ticated. Strathfpey is quite a civilized 
country, compared to this, and has a good 
neat village in it, where the father of the 
diftridt has been cherifhing fome exotic 
manufactures, which-do not feem to find the . 
foil congenial. In fa&, a Highlander never 
fits at eafe at a loom ; 'tis Jike putting a 
deer in the plough. We made a circuit of 
two days more, and then came home, and 
found all well and happy. I am glad to 
hear fuch good accounts of John Beverly, 
who, I truft, will do credit to my recommen- 
dation. He appears a well-difpofed boy, 
ftrongly marked with the trueEnglifh charac- 
ter of fincerity, integrity, and plain found 

fenfe. So much for 

this fubjeft. Rochefoucault fays, very ill- 
naturedly, that people always find confola- 
tion very eafily for the misfortunes of their 
friends. Painful experience aflures mc of 
the contrary. My very fpirit is wounded 
by my dear Harriet's accumulated forrows ; 
and reflection, infteadoffoothing, aggravate 
my affliction. When I think over all our 
early friendfhip, animated by the ardour na- 
tural to that innocent age, on her fide/o pure 
f 4 and 
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and genuine j when I think on all her truth, 
her gentlenefs and meeknefs, and the dig- 
nity and delicacy that were intuitive (for of 
whom fhould (he learn them ? ) My dear foul* 
you never knew her fo well as I did. The 
powers of her underftandtng, and the graces 
of her mind, never met with the funlhine 
of encouragement* At the very time when 
they^gre expanding, we know how fhe was 
fecluded from improvement, and crufhed by 
arbitrary harftinefs. What a moderate de— * 
gree of profperity would have been happi- 
nefs to a fpirit fo regulated and fo tranquil I 
but, alas ! to fink under the cold hand of 
poverty, and have fo many innocent fufferers 
looking up to her, (J greatly fear,: too,, that 
he who fhould fupport and comfort her is by 
no means what we would wilh him to be*} 
we know not even what to fay to fyer. Sym- 
pathy, fofweet, fofoothing, in other cafes* 
avails not here. For to a perfon who has 
fo much delicate pride, when one cannot 
alleviate pecuniary diftrefs, 'tis infulting to* 
mention it. What fhall we, what cart we* 
do for our friend ?— Remember uswith much 
cftecm to your beloved. Accept the Jcindeft 

wifh^ 
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wiQies towards you and yours from Char- 
lotte. What a tide of information you muft 
pour in upon me, in return for this defcrip- 
tive effort in folio. Be confeicntious, and 
then you will not be concife. Adieu ! 



LETTER XXI. 



TO MISS JANE SWING, AT GLASGOW. 

I*ggan» March i, 1786. 
MY DEAR JANE, 

I hope this will find you fafely returned 
from England, much improved by your tra- 
vels, and fb repleniihed with candour and 
goodnature, that you will excufe my fending 
(his by the poft ; which, I proteft, proceeds 
from no hoftile defign againft your purfe, 
nor from any vain conceit that you will have 
here the value of your fixpence* btrt ro re*- 
Jicve me from a weight of perplexity and 
concern that I can fupport no longer. But 
in cafe there fhottld have been miftakc* or 
fhifapprehenfions, I fliaUgivc yon* clear 
f 5 retro- 

> 
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retrofpe&ive view of the whole ftate of our 
correfpondence fince Mr. G. brought pie 
your May letter. Now, my dear, I think, 
no fcruple can remain -, and I beg of you, by 
all that is dear and friendly, to lend me, by 
the very next poft, fixpennyworth of your 
own chara&eriftic truth and intelligence. 

New objefts, new pleafures, and new at- 
tachments obtrude themfelves fo frequently, 
from the very nature of the gay fhifting fcene 
around you, that 'tis no wonder they fhould 
infenfibly exclude the old ones, whole dis- 
tance, both in regard to time and place, make 
them appear remote even to your imagina- 
tion. But how different is my Situation ! 
Placed on a ferene and diftant eminence, 
whence I view the toils and pleafures of the 
gay and bufy world with tranquil unconcern, 
I am abforbed in the delightful contemplation 
of thofe virtues and graces, either budding 
in hope or arriving at maturity, which 
my partial fondnefs fancies in thofe who are 
united to me by thofe tender ties which; 
nature forms and fentiment rivets. Thus, 
free from the tyranny of caprice and cuftom, 
thus, difincumbered of thofe hollow friend- 

Ihips, 
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Ihips, the offspring of intcrrefts or vanity, 
which divide the attention without fliaring 
the heart, I have balanced and clofed up 
my books of attachment, am fcarce fo fan- 
guine as to expedt I fhall find truth and fen- 
Ability enough to induce me to open them for 
the reception of a new objeft > and proud and 
pleafed to think, that I have bartered away 
my affe&ions for fuch advantageous bargains 
of merit and real friendfhip. I have now, 
like an opulent trader, retiring to my country 
houfe, placed my fortune (of friends) in the 
flocks (i. c. my heart), and it is become my 
great fpeculation, like theirs, to watch the 
rife and fall of the funds; and', to tell you 
the truth, I begin to fearhaving fallen much 
below par with you. — Pray allow me here, 
however foreign the fubjeflt may feem to you, 
to claim your fympathy in the deep concern 
I feel for the death of my friend ChHftinar 
Macpherfon. Her departure was very fud-> 
den ; fhe was nurfing her fecond fon, was 
attacked by a kind of fever incident to nurfes, 
(though rarely fatal), and died the fecond 
day. You can't thiqk how I was afc 
fefted by- her lofe, though already loft to mc 
f 6 in 
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in an unequal marriage. Her fenfe was 
ftrong and mafculine $ her fcnriments juft 
and liberal, though neither foftnof polifhed* 
and her affection for me* ftich as now wrings 
ray heart to remember. What a deep and 
difmai chafm is left in the imagination,, who* 
the mind wanders in fearch of what is torn 
for ever from its grafp, and* for the opea 
heart and melting eye of friendship, meets* 
Only the folitary manfionsof the dead! Now 
that I am in the figurative mood, you muft 
indulgeone moreallufion to thefybil's books* 
which increafed in value as they decreafed 
in number* Even thus k is with my dear re- 
maining friends ; fo you may contemplate 
your own importance as a volume of in- 
creasing value. — C. * goes on improving, 
amazingly v (he has an uncommon memory* 
lively and delicate feelings, and a ftrong de- 
fire to pleafe and excel. Her junior has 
much paftoral expreffion of countenance* 
which in the Arcadian language, means 
gentlcnefs and innocence* She is prudent,, 
regular, and exa& in aU her little tranfac- 
tions. J. L* is a great lump of generofity 

• Thefe pa&ges refer to the author's children. 

and 
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and good nature, and fhrcwd withal : whofc 
mind, I take it, will be as open as his. 
countenance. P. has a more marked coun- 
tenance than any of them; his features are 
regular, and, for a boy, delicate : he has 
much fire and alertnefs about him. He was 
very healthy, and to quiet that it was a plea- 
furc to nurfe him ; which pleafure* how- 
ever, was interrupted by a fevere attack of 
the rheum ati£m. He now wal^ks, and (peaks 
many words. Apologies for egotifm be- 
tween you and me are aSe&cd and unne- 
cefiary* Of whom or of what can I write 
here fo interefting to you as myfelf ? and 
the fame holds from you to me- Caro 
fends many, very many, and kind compli- 
ments to you alL This letter is levelled 
pardy at you and partly at your lifter; the 
very ideaof her negledt is wounding. Re* 
member me with efteem to all your bro- 
thers, and to your mother ; and let me know 
hy next poft, whether you think it of in** 
jportance that » 

I am yours unalterably. 
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LETTER XXII. 

TO MISS JANE EWING. 

Laggan, July 5, 1786. 
MY DEAR JANE, 

With all due gratitude I acknowledge 
your three letters, which, from a travelPd 
lady, juft arrived from England, to a rufti- 
cated highland matron, are no fmall marks 
of condefcenfion. But you will never af- 
fume a charafter, and have not been long 
enough from home to acquire a new one. 
The merit of your kindnefs is augrqented 
by confidering what fmall returns of enter- 
tainment you have to expert. 

We here have been all in a hurry with 
public amufements for this fortnight paft. 
You will be quite at a lofs to conjedure of 
•what kind they could be. Roups (fales) 
then, are a fource of great amufement here, 
and a very expenfiveone to the roup-makers. 
At the diffolution of any family, by the death 
or removal of its head, it is cuftomary here 

to 
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to fend letters of invitation to all the con- 
nexions, which inter-marriages have created 
to the defunct for a century paft in the 
neighbouring counties, inviting them to 
countenance the ceremony by their prefence. 
This invitation tacitly includes an expecta- 
tion, warranted by old cuftom, that thefe al- 
lies, as they call them, will purchafe things 
rather beyond their value. The wealth of the 
family confiding in the number of their 
cattle, and their pride in the number of their 
connexions, the one come to purchafe the 
other, and both are difplayed in their full 
extent. Whether it can be well afforded or 
not, there is always a plentiful dinner, and 
verj^tentiful drinkon thefe occafions, which 
the friendly greetings of fo many people, 
^bound by a common tie, frank, lively, and 
not deficient in that good breeding which 
habitual kindnefs and courtefy forms, render 
no unpleafing fcene to thofe who witnefs the 
conclufion ofit. It is indeed a very joyous one» 
Befides the entertainment for the fuperior 
clafs, there is always a plentiful diftribution 
of bread and cheefe and whifky to the pea* 
fantry, whofe cheerfulnefs never exceeds the 

bounds 
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bbuads of refpcft and decorum. The gene- 
ral good humour diffufed by this meeting of 
numbers, who know and like each other, 
though they do not often mingle, and the 
emulation of good will to the entertainers, ge- 
nerally raife things to a great price. Though 
you want nothing, you muft appear to coun- 
tenance the bufinefs ; a refofal on fach an oc* 
cafion would be thought as odd in the highland 
monde, as it would be in the beau monde, to 
refufe an invitation to ftand and be (hot at* 
You always hear Highlanders talk of coun- 
tries ; but did I ever tell you what our couiw 
tries are ? not by any means parilhcs, coun- 
ties, or any fuch divifions as you are ufed to : 
9 country here means a habitable traclfc di- 
vided by rocks, mountains and narrow paflcs, 
from the adjacent countries, and inhabited by 
a particular clan. Thefe, in places where 
only two or three miles of rocky eminence 
feparaty? them, diflfer in looks, language, 
?nd manners, more than you can imagine 
poffible* *ay, they affeft to differ j. for bor- 
dering clans often live inbkter and jealous 
nvalfhip; and though individuals love, and 
fometimes marry each other, the general 

diOikc 
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diflikc continues. Different dans, in their 
colleftivecapacity, form drift alliances with 
each other, and are cordial in their attach- 
ment ; but they are thofe who live at a di£ 
tance from each other, and cannot interfere 
about hunting, hill-pafture, &c. The Grants 
and Macleans, for inftance. — But to return 
to our roups* We were not, on this occafion, 
prefented with the ufual (pe&acleof feftivity 
mingling with the grief of the widow and 
orphans. The firft was that of a perfon who 
died childlefs j and, from the caprice of his 
nature, neirer could enjoy the gifts of for- 
tune ; though he was, at the fame time, a 
man of fuch upright intentions, that we all 
acquiefced moft patiently in his removal, 
hoping he would find that peace in happier 
regions which eluded his grafp in this diA 
(Jbrdant world. After picking the bones of 
our departed neighbour, we all fet out to eat 
the chieftain up alive j for you rouft know he 
is a Colonel of the Guards, and took a fancy 
to live on his eftate two years ago— built 
a hew houfe, and brought falhionablc fur- 
niture from London. For half a year, he 

lived 
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lived hofpitably in the abode of his fathers; 
butwifiiing to have his domain improved and 
planted, and afpiring as every Colonel does, 
to die a General, he has let it for ten years 
to a judicious and noted improver, on con- 
dition of having it reftored with hundreds of 
dykes, thoufands of drains, and ten thoufands 
of trees upon it. Judge, then, how you will 
find the fcenery tamed and improved when 
you return. To make way for this arrange- 
ment, every article of cattle and furniture 
was fold. The roup lafted a week. There 
were feveral of our connexions frorti Strath- 
fpey there. We had a cold collation there 
every day, and as many ftrangers every 
night at our own houfe as it would accqm- 
modate. When all this was over, we paid a 
round of vifits with the Grants, before rheir 

departure. Curtis was nearly blown up 

in the Caefar man of war, and is come home 
from that fcene of wealth and corruption, with 
his mind unfpoiled and his pockets empty. 
I am told he is doing well enough in his 
original profeffion. He will be happier, but 
the world will not tfyink fo. My coufin, whom 

you 
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you have feen> is returned from India, per- 
fectly qualified to talk of 

** Anftres vaft, and deferts wild," 
for he returned overland. He pafied through 
Syria, and was half a year in Cyprus, anct 
returned by Marfeilles. He, too, has failed 
of enriching himfelf in the modem Ophir ; 
but I queftion whether he will bear the 
privations that obfcurity is heir to, as well 
as the philofophic Curtis, who is too wife 
for ambition, and too calm to be difturbed 
-by. the fervors of imagination. I will write 
lo your filler from the leifure of the Fort $ 
and, in the mean rime, give you joy of the 
conclulion of this long tirefome letter, and 
bid you heartily, Adieu. 



LETTER XX III. 

TO MRS. SMITH. 

Fort George, July 30, 1786. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I have been long meditating a ftroke at 
your fixpence, but ftill deferred it till I 

Ihould 
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ihould leave home, and reach this haven 
of tranquillity $ where, amidft the found of 
fifes and drums, and finall arms, I feek that 
quiet and leifure which I look for in vair> 
amidft the more difcordant tumults of the 
nurfery; where the thorough bafs of the 
bull and the old fow, from without, and the 
fhrill treble accompaniment of the pigs and 
poultry, form a complete anti-concert. Not 
that I meaq to complain of the country, for* 
jelling apart, I never enjoyed it more thant 
I did this pad fummer, notwithftanding the 
conftant fatiguing exertion which my fitua- 
tion demands. You, who are the repofitory 
of all my complaints, know very welfrwhat 
a wretfched invalid I was all laft winter ; but 
the fpring, the fun, and health returning all 
together, and that fo mild and fweet a fpring 
as I never faw in this northern climate, you 
cannot think how fuddenly I benefited from 
its reviving and gladdening influence. Then 
my littfe boy, the fineft creature you ever 
faw, began to run about earlier than any I 
ever had, and> from being a trouble, became 
a pleafure and amufement to the whole fa- 
mily. My eldeft came down here in May,. 

where 
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where he is to remain, being the darling of 
his grandfather's affeftions \ fo that we have 
none to difturb us but the two girls and 
little Pickle. We had the warmeft, bright- 
eft fummer imaginable ; and when the bufy 
cares of day were done, we ufed to faunter 
every evening, by Spey, till eleven o'clock, 
through meadows literally flowery, for you , 
never few fuch a luxury of fweets. There, 
too 

• €f Quiet waters foft and flow, 

Along the verdant landfcape flow.'* 

It was then and there that we tailed, with 
the higheft reltth, the true enjoyment of 
minds detached from the world, may I add, 
fomewhat railed above it — " In that kind 
fchool, where no proud mafter reigns, the 
full free converfe of the mutual heart, info- 
proving and improved." But need I de- 
fcribe this kindly btcrcourfe to you, who 
underftand it fo well, and who love, a£ 
much as I do, to chcrifh the remembrance 
of fcenes and converfations never to be 
recalled, but always to be regretted i where" 
that love of fincerity, of nature, and of 
virtue, which charmed and united us, ex- 
panded 
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pandcd our hearts, and excluded the fcandaf, 
tittle-tattle about fafliions and coxcombs, 
.and jealous malignity, which fo frequently 
^rcgrofs the tete-a-tetes of miflfes in and out 
of their teens. You know me made of 
digreffions, and will therefore excufe this 
long one. After being fo long rufticated, 
and ufed to quite a different manner of life, 
.and ftyle of converfation, you cannot ima- 
gine how I was ftruck with the difference, 
in manners, drefs, and language, between 
the people I found here, and thofe whom I 
left behind. Hpeak Angularly, for Mr. G. 
is not with me* We are building a new 
.church* and an addition to our cottage, for 
the reception of thefe new comers who vifit 
us fo frequently, I mean the bairns. When 
my mate left me, he parted with fuch reluft- 
ance, and fo many charges of quick return, 
that he reminded me of Milton's Adam on 
the fetal morning of the tranfgreflion. — To 
return to the garrifonians. You can ima- 
gine no fet of people more polifhed, pow- 
dered, tonified and englijied> than they are, 
. Tb^t rage for elegance, that paflion for 
ihewj that frenzy for falfe refinement and 
, artificial 
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artificial luxury,which marks the age, burns 
here in full ardour. No wonder, when it 
has banifhed decorum, regularity, and de- 
cent frugality from the fbber haunts of com* 
merce, and even obtruded itfelf, with aU 
its difquiets and dangers, ioto jthe more 
facred afylums of rural ^tranquillity, that 
this'paflion triumphs here, whese it has no- 
thing to obftruft its progrefs ; for the per*- 
manent parts of the community arc fo very 
idle, and fo much accuftomed to the com- 
pany -of n <fucceflive variety of military 
-beaux, wfco -arrive -with frefh cargoes of va- 
oiity gnd iafhionable impertinence, that the 
ladies-here are as great adepts in. the modifli 
chit-chat, the modifli games, &c as any of 
-their lifters in Grofvenor-fquare. Add to 
«this, an aflumed vivacity, and continual pre- 
tention to :wit, fupported hy a mechanical 
gigg^, which everyone lias equally at com*- 
jnand. This, no doubt, is a caricature, which 
the fplenetic turn of refle&ion, produced by 
retirement, with a fickiy habit* has aggra- 
vated. But now for the reverfe of the 
medal. Thefe people are certainly pleafant, 
eafy, and elegant, though . not totally free 

from 
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from afleftation. Then, confidcririg they are 
fo entirely unoccupied, and living fo much 
together, 'tis wonderful to obferve the haj> 
mony that prevails, and the decorum they 
obferve towards each other. Even in ab- 
jfence, they have upon the whole lefs ma- 
lignity and (lander than any fmall fociety I 
ever knew or heard of. Though they have 
not warmth for real and tender friendfhip, 
yet their manners are fo far fmootbed and 
foftened by that politenefs which is the ape 
and fubftitute of benevolence, that they 
keep all rancoifr within decent bounds. In- 
deed they float down the tide of diffipation 
fo quick, from one wave of amufement to 
smother, that they cannot be much in carnefl: 
in their love or their anger. You will won- 
der who thefe refidents are. They confift 
of the ftaff, four invalid companies, and a 
company of artillery. Dear peaceful home i 
where all is native and unfophifticated. This 
will make me more fenfible of the value of 
my dominion there. ------ I have at laft 

writtcntoHarrietfinceroyarrivalhere. Ionly 
deferred in hopes of fendingfometr ifles, which 
might he ierviccable. - • - - You know (he is 

in 
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in one fcnfc very proud, and fo are all people 

of great delicacy. 

******* 

I never repined at my lot for want of any 
luxury, but the divine one, of bellowing 

where I love. - «- Tell her what fhe 

will fcarce believe, fo jealous are the unfor- 
tunate, that fhe is as dear to me as ever* 
though I have not the means to convince 
her of it. — Tell me what fort of being 
Willy has chofen to divide Jus heart and 
loaf with. — I have a line from my fovereigp 
juft now, upbraiding my delay j and charg- 
ing me to meet him in his own Strathfpey. 
I will ftay there fome days, having a grand 
vifit to make. *Adieu. 



LETTER XXIV. 

TO MRS. SMITH, LINT-HOUSE. 

Laggan, Aug. 27, 1787. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 

The long Lint-houfe letter you promifed 

me is not yet arrived. I have been for a 

vol. ii, g month 
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month at my Lint-house, alias Fort George ; 
where being in fome meafure difengaged 
from the perpetual hurry which always fur- 
* rounds me at home, I find leifure to gratify J 
the ftrong inclination I always feel, to write [ 
to you. Taking it for granted, that in the j 
prefcnt cafe, you not only excufe but , re- 
quire egotifm, I will endeavour to explain to 
you the nature of that buftje, and j>ci;pltrxity| 
of affairs, which I complain of fo often, anc 
fo juftly. Having a great deal to do is nod 
altogether. the thing; that,. too, abridges mj 
time for anuifements of this nature \ but 'tis 
havinga great deal to think of, to contrive,! 
and to j>lan out, that plagues me. 'Ti§| 
afting in a variety of chara&ers 4 and capa- 
cities fcarce compatible with each other. I \ 
mud, after feven years experience, confefs, 
with deep mortification, and due reverence j 
for that exalted chara&er, that the perfonj 
who would be a notable houfewife, muft be; 
that individual thing only, and not mar the ] 
main affair by an attempt to introduce fe- 
parate and fubordinate excellencies. Shejj 
muft not even, in any fenfe, be a tender^ 
wife, or attentive mother. She muft no 

walk 
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walk about with her hufband, or be his even- 
ing companion in converfation or other 
amufements -, (he muft not fpend her time 
in inftrufting her children, nor attend to the 
formingof their minds : their food, clothing, 
and health is all flie muft attend to. You 
Lowlanders have no idea of the compli- 
cated nature of Highland farming, and of 
.the odd cuftoms which prevail here. For- 
merly, from the wild and warlike nature of 
the men, and their haughty indolence, they 
thought no rural employment compatible 
with theirdignity, unlefs,indeed, the plough. 
Fighting, hunting, lounging in the Tuft, 
mufic, and poetry, were their occupations j 
for the latter, though you would not think 
it, their language is admirably adapted. 
This naturally extended the women's pro- 
vince both of labour and management. The 
care of the catde was peculiarly theirs* 
Changing their refidence fo ofteivas they did 
in fummer, from one bothy or glen to ano- 
ther, gave a romantic peculiarity to their turn 
of thought and language. Their manner of 
life, in fad, wanted nothing but the (hades 
of pd n, the olives, the vines, and the fer- 
o 2 vid 
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vid fun of the Eaft, to refemble the patri- 
archal one. Yet, as they mult carry their 
beds, food, and utenfils, the houfewife, who 
furniflies and divides thefe matters, has 
enough to do when her fhepherd is in one 
glen, and her dairy-maid in another with 
her milk-cattle. Not to Mention fome of 
the children, who are marched off to the 
glen as a difcipline, to inure them early 
to hardinefs and fimplicity of life. Mean- 
while, his reverence, with my kitchen 
damfel and the ploughman, conftitute ano- 
ther family at home, from which all the 
reft are flying detachments, occafionally 
fent out and recalled, and regularly fur- 
niftied with provifions and forage. The ef- 
feft, ypu know, often continues when the 
caufe has ceafed ; the men are now civilized 
in comparifon to what they were, yet the cuf- 
tom of leaving the weight of every thing on 
the morehelplefs fex continues, and has pro- 
duced this one good efFeft, that they are 
from this habit lefs helptefs and dependent. 
The mm think they preferve digrjity by this 
mods of management -, the women find a 
degree of power pr confeqwnce in having 

fuch 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



TJIE MOUNTAINS. 12$ 

fibch an extcnfive department, which they 
would not willingly exchange for inglorious 
cafe. What thefe occupations are, you can- 
not comprehend from a general defcription ; 
but, as it is an hour to breakfaft-time, and 
I find myfelf in the humour of journalizing 
and particularizing, I lhall, between fancy 
and memory, fketch out the diary of one 
July Monday. I mention Monday, being 
the day that all dwellers in glens come down 
for the fupplies. Item, at four o'clock, 
Donald arrives with a horfe loaded with 
butter, cheefe, and milk. The former I 
muft weigh inftantly. He only afks an ad- 
ditional blanket for the children, a covering 
for himfelf ; two milk tubs, a cog, and 
another fpoon, becaufe little Peter threw 
one of the fct in the burn ; two ftone of 
meal, a quart of fait ; two pounds of flax 
for the fpinners, for the grafs continues fo 
good that they will (lay a week longer. He 
brings the intelligence of the old fow's being 
the joyful mother of a dozen pigs, and 
requefts fomething to feed her with. All 
this muft be ready in an hour ; before the 
conclufion of which comes Ronald, from the 
o 3 high 
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high hills, where our fheep and youngs 
horfea are ail fummer, and only defires 
meal, fait, and women with fhears, to clip 
the lambs, and tar to fmear them. He in- 
forms me that the black mare has a foal, a 
very fine one ; but fhe is very low, and I 
muft inftantly fend one to bring her to the 
meadows. Before he departs, the tenants 
who do us fervices come -, they are going 
to flay two days in the oak wood, cutting: 
timber for our new byre, and muft have a 
competent provifion of bread, cheefe, and 
ale for the time they ftay. Then I have 
Caro's breakfaft to get, Janet's hank to reel> 
and a bafket of clues to difpatch to the 
weaver; K — 's leflbn to hear, her fampleF 
to reflify; and all muft be over before 
eleven : while his reverence, calm and re- 
gardlefs of all this buftle, wonders what 
detains me, urging me out to walk, while 
the foaring larks, the fmiling meadows, and 
opening flowers, fecond the invitation ; and 
my imagination, if it gets a moment loofe 
from care, kindles at thefe objedte with all 
the eagernefs of youthful enthufiafm. My 
tottering conftitution, my faded form and 

multiplying - 
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ihultiplying cares, are all forgotten, and I 
enjoy the paufe from keen exertion, as others 
do gaiety and mirth. How happy, in my 
circumftances, is that verfatile and fanguine 
temper, which is hoping for a rainbow in 
every cloud ; nay, fo prevalent is this dif- 
pofition, that were a fire to break out in the 
offices, and burn them all down, I dare fay 
the firft thing that wcruld occur to me, would 
be to confQle myfelf by confidering how 
much gfound would be manured by all thefe 
fine afhes. Now I will not plague you with 
the detail of the whole day, of which the above 
is a competent fpecimen. Yet fpare your 
pity ; for this day is fucceeded by an even- 
ing fo fweetly ferene, our walk by the river 
is fo calmly pleafing> our lounge by the 
burnfide fo indolently eafy, our converfation 
in the long-wifhed.for hour of leifure fo in* 
terefting, (lid ing fo i mperceptibly from grave 
to gay ; and then our children ! Say you 
wifh me more eafe and leifure, but do not 
pity me. Pity with me is like advice with 
fome j I am readier to give than to take it. 
Adieu ! dear and true friend. 

* 4 
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LETTER XX*. 
TO MRS. SMITH, .GLASGOW* 

Laggan, Sept. 5, 178&. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I have juft had the pleafure of your 
ftiort, and Mrs. Brown's longer letter* You 
have not been good bairns this fummer. 
Have you not the grace to confider this is 
my hurried feafon ? Could I command 
time, you would be teafed with my redun- 
dancies. Indeed I have nothing to fend you 
from hence very interefting to town belles* 
Yet what makech us to differ, ta ufe Mrs. 
Hervy's appofite phrafe, if we, with our 
long-eftablifhed friendlhip, find no more to 
intereft us in each other, than people inca- 
pable of that generous (entiment ? Why is 
fpleen, or, to ufe a more fafhionable word,, 
ennui , the peculiar difeafe of fine ladies and 
fine gentlemen, but becaufe they, of all 
mortals, cannot have their minds ftirred up, 
and kept in motion, by any thing but what 

"relates 
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relates to their darling felves ? Avarice and 
vanity are the paflions which, by turns, 
fway and agitate them. The card-table 
exercifes the one, and a rotation of public 
places, filled, as they think, with their ad- 
mirers, the other. Languor, apathy, and 
the horrors, fill up, by turns, thedifmal in- 
terval. How different is the cafe with thofe 
whom the polite world regards with pity, as 
beings loft in oblivion, &c.&c. becaufe their 
cares and pleafures are confined to theirs 
own family and particular friends ! Yet how 
animated, how endearing- is that circle, to 
thofe capable of tafting it with unvitiatcd' 
relifh, with genuine truth, and warmth of 
feeling! The eye cannot turn, withoutmeet- 
ingwxth the exprefiion of reverence^, fyin- 
pathy, or tendernefs^ in fbme countenance 
we love; the moflr ordinary occurrence- 
excites hope^-and fears^ pleafure or difquiet >( 
becaufe it mud in fome degree, afFeft thofe 
who engrofs and animate our wifhes. Hay- 
making is not merely drying grafs ; it is 
preparing a fcene of joyous employment: 
and innocent amufement for thofe whofc 
lports recal to us our gayeft, happieft days.. 
c 5 Planting ? 
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Planting is not merely railing fhrubs or trees* 
fo familiar that they excite no new pleafur-^ 
able idea j it is preparing fhelter, and un- 
folding beauties, for thofe human bloffbms, 
whofe dawning fweetnefs, whether real or 
imaginary, we contemplate with blamelefs 
rapture. Excufe this rhapfody. 'Tis an 
attempt at contrafting a life of what is 
thought harmlefs diflipation, with that 
peaceful privacy, where the voice of the 
heart is heard, and attended to. — Why do 
you not tell me what kind of a wife Jenny 
makes ? whether fhe takes matronal confe - 
quence to herfelf $ who that was ill is grown 
better, and who that was wicked has re- 
pented ; who has begun to go to fermons 
on week days, and who has left off attend- 
ing them on Sundays ? We have been, by 
turns fo moral and playful, that, now our 
name is up, if we fhould deal a little in 
cenfure and tittle-tattle, we can go on, and 
keep our credit, on the ftrength of pafigood 
behaviour. Where is Dunlop-ftreet, and 
what fort of a houfe have you in it ? and do 
you dill keep Watts on the Pafiions befide 
you, by way of precaution 5 and do you con- 
tinue 
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tinue your laudable attention to the wee 
prophets, or do you not rather tell them, in 
thefe bufy days, that, <c at a more conve- 
nient feafon, you will hear them ?" You 
fee how prefent, all pad mirth and forrow, 
fports and ferioufnefs, are to me ; yet you 
will gravely talk of my neglecting you, un- 
grateful being as you are. 

******* 
I give you thiscommiffion, to meimportant, 
becaufe, I think, if a fuitable place could" 
be found for my charge*, fhe might im- 
prove in many refpe&s j and I Ihould flatter 
myfelf, that going now and then to public 
places, and affociating wkh other young 
people,, .wift cheer her dejefted fpirits, and 
prevent her taking a turn too thoughtful for 
her age. I would wifh her to pafs four or 

• The young lady here alluded to, arid who is 
frequently mentioned afterwards, by the name of 
Charlotte, was a relation of the minifter 6f Laggan, 
in whofe family ihe for many years found a home* 
She was much admired for beauty of countenance,, 
and lingular elegance, both of perfon and manners, 
hi which dignity and foftnefs were happily blended;; 
while in her mind the foundeft fenfe and firmeftf 
rectitude fupported and directed each other. 

c 6 five 
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five months in town, "and return to me in 
ftimmer. Adieu, in hafte, my dear friend. 
Mr. G. has learnt to think of you as I do, 
and fends his love. Difpofe of mine where 
you know it due. — Farewell agaiji. v 



Ju f LETTER XX VI. 

TO MRS. BROWN, 
(formerly Mifs Jane Ewing.) 

£»agg an > O&ober 10, iySB 
MY DEAR MRS. BROWN ! 

I will lofe no time in thanking you for 
the very friendly and intereftingpart you take 
in all that concerns me, of which I have a 
recent proof in your attention to poor 
Charlotte's concerns. If Hive till the time 
of her return, next year, I hope to have 
the pleafure of telling you in perfon, fome-* 
where or other, how affedKonate a fenle 
retain of all your kindnefs. You feem fa 
engroffed with this fame Caro of yours, 
that you appear quite unconcerned in what 

pafies 
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paffes round you, and never give a word of 
nouvcllts to one who Iangpilhes in obfeurityv 
and moreover, in total ignorance of what the 
Clydefdale world is doing ; which is all the 
world to roe. If you did but know how it 
renews my youth, and awakens the light of 
my soul, to recollect 

" Thofe happy days, beyond recovery fled !" 

Not that the prefent are unhappy, or at all 

£o inanimate as you may imagine. If you 

would tell what you are all about,. I would, 

for inftance, tell you how the bard of bards r 

who reached the mouldy harp of Oflian 

from the withered oak of Selma, and 

awakened the fong of other times, is now 

moving, like a bright meteor, over his native 

hills $ and while the mirfic of departed 

bards awakes the joy of grief, the fpirits of 

departed warriors lean ^rom their bright 

clouds to hear, and a thoufand lovely maids 

defcend from the hill of roes, and pour forth** 

the tears of beauty to the woes of Malvina * r 

while the fair mourner of Lutha rejoices in 

the prefence of her love, to hear his fame 

rcfound once more from Albion's cliffs to the 

green vales of Erin, &c, &c. &c. The 

bard, 
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bard, as I was about to tell you, is as grfcae 
a favourite of fortune as of fame, and has 
got more by rhe old harp of Oflian, than 
mod of his predeceflbrs could draw out of 
die filver firings of Apollo. He has bought' 
three fmall eftates in this country within 
thefe two ^years, given a ball to the ladies, 
and made other exhibitions of wealth and 
liberality. He now keeps a Hall at Belle- 
ville, his new purchafed feat, where there . 
are as many fhells as were in Sclma, filled. 
I doubt not, with much better liquor. - - 

I make no agology for hafte and 

inaccuracy. 'Tis a fine harveft-day, and I 
write with my fon in tny lap. Adieu, my 
dear friend. Accept our beft wifhes for- 
ypur chofen, and allure him I confider him- 
as a new and near connection. 

I am always much yours. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

TO MRS. SMITH, GLASGOW. 

Laggan, December 25, 178S. 
(Ink frozen by the hre.) 

Festivals I always choofe for writing to 
you, for then I am at leifure. Doubly fb 
to-day, for my lord and fovercign is out, at 
a meeting of country gentlemen, and has 
Jeft me here ftarving in fuch intenfe weather, . 
as none but ultra-Grampians have any con- 
ception of. — I hope Charlotte has given 
you my Dalwhinny epiftle ^ a very merito- 
rious one too, confidering what a cold vigil 
I kept to write it. I long much to hear 
how far fhe anfwers to the (ketch I 
gave you of Jier. If I were lefs happy in 
my family, I fhould be inconfolable for 
want of her. Even the inexhaustible fund 
of entertainment I poflefs in them, can 
fcarce alleviate my chagrin for her departure. 
She, to whofe mind early fbrrow had given 
early ripenefs, was unufually domeftic and 
companionable. Her having no great com- 

pafs 
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pafs of acquired knowledge, or powers of 
imagination, was rather an advantage in our 
retirement, becaufe Ihe could attend to 
common things, and be interefted in fuch 
occurrence*, as a perfon foaring in the 
balloon of romantic elevation could not 
defcend to. Then- fhe has. a very pleafing: 
vein of humour, which I would call peculiar, 
but that it in fome degree refembles Caro's. 
She has not his lingular veinof delicate irony,- 
but rallies very like him-; and, like him too,, 
is verjr much awake to the ludicrous, andi 
very quick-lighted in dete&irig all preten- 
tions. She is, like him too, invariably true,, 
neither deceived nordecei ving* Sound judg- 
ment, indecd r is the Jbrte of thefe relations. 
When I take a flight into the ideal world, it 
mufl: be a: folitary one* People at her age 
ape generally too much engroffedwith views* 
and fchemes, for that new fcene which feem& 
to open widfe and" boundlefs before them in 
the world, to fettle their giddy minds to that 
calm and rational enjoyment which time and; 
experience teach us ta value. She is al- 
ways prefent and at home, hopelefs of ad* 
miration. I was not bewildered* in the ufual 

way i 

- 
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\yay ; but, tltough loving as I did an occa- 
fional cxcurfion beyond this cloudy region* 
I think I too could always claim the merit 
of fitting very quiet in the chimney corner. 
Indeed I find, that tranquillity of temper is 
very ufeful in the lot which Providence haa 
appointed for me. This is not the region 
of feleft fociety, yet by no means lonely. 
One meets with people willing to pleafe, not 
deficient in point of under (landing, and hav- 
ing manners fuperior to expe&ation, whea 
you confider every thing. I fliould, per- 
haps, enjoy their fociety more, if what I 
have at home were lefs pleafing. No one 
can be more fenfible than I am of what I 
poffefs in this refpeft. Yet there is no per- 
fection. AfFe&ion, delicacy, and difcern- 
ment, may have their excefles. As there is 
no pure happinefs in this region of Shadows, 
mine is not without alloys aqd interrup- 
tions ; not merely fuch 'as are common to 
every one, but fome peculiarly my own* 

. .., And yet my advantages 

are fuch, that I ftiould be wretched without 
them - y and my drawback, fuch as I can bear 
withoiit repining, and truft, in time, to con- 
quer 
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quer without any mighty urift>rt.~-Alas I 
how fadly does my reluftant heart affent to 
your too juft observation f This is,>indeed, 
the time ottr children will afford us moft 
pleafure. Should wealth and honour be 
fcattered in their paths,, (hould their meri* 
attain applaufe and diftinftion from furround-- 
ing multitudes,- ftill they will be weaned < 
from our arms, never more to dwell in 
them with pleafure, and depend on us for 
happinefs ; never more will they read their 
hopes and fears, their rewards and punifli- 
ments* in our eyes. Oh happ)robfcurity X 
that hides the future froii us. Happy they, 
who are not appointed to drain the dregs 
of life, to outlive thofe they love, or, what* 
is ten times worfe, to fee them become un- 
worthy of their love ! 

«• Spare my eyes, my heart the lalt." ' 

Adieu. 
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LETTER XXVIII. .* 

TO MRS. BROWN. 

Laggan, March 9, 1789. } 

# ♦ *♦*****# 

As low as you rate your critical abilities, 
they have altogether captivated and dazzled* 
my good man. He defires me to keep the 
letter for my girls, to moderate the poignant 
affli&ion they will feel, fome time hence, in 
weeping over Werter. He confiders this 
pathetic hero as a weak though amiable- 
enthufiaft, and looks upon Charlotte as 
firft coufin to a coquette. Albert is his 
hero. With him he fympathizes, and for 
him he feels, more than for the lover of 
Nature and of Charlotte. I execrate the 
plan, deteft the example, reprobate the 
reafoning, fhuddcr at the cataftrophe, and 
am moft pernicioufly charmed with that vi- 
vid colouring, that fervid glow of fentiment,. 
that energy of thought, and that fimple 
unadorned pathos, which, without a pomp of 
founds, penetrates and melts the very foul. 
In all his afflictions, I was affli&ed. Yes, 

with 
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with all his agonizing horror, I faw the 
dreadful brink, faw the laft pang of dif ro- 
tation, " like a flafh of lightning, illumine 
the dark gulf of futurity *" but it was loft 
in a moment in impenetrable obfeurity* 
nothing remained but the lime trees, be- 
neath whofe {hade he wiihed to reft, and 
the filcnt grave, where 

** Pity trembles while ft weeps.** 
Do not laugh at me for catching: a fpark of 
Werter's enthufiafm, amidft fb many care^ 
and children* Judge from thence its fatal 
cfFe&s, at an earlier period of life, on 
** A heart oppreft with love and grief:" 
Its deftru&ive tendency, in repreftnting 
people worthy, amiable, and enlightened,, 
cheriihing deftru&ive errore, (hutting their 
eyes to vifible confluences, and inflifting 
mifery on others as well as themfelves, by 
the indulgence of feelings, ambiguous even 
in their dawn. Without one exertion of 
fortitude to conquer them, without any ge~ 
nerous regard for the peace of others, with- 
out indeed that difinterefted attention to 
the future peace of the perfon beloved,, 
which true affeftion (hould produce in a. 

pure 
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pure and elevated mind, thefe felfiih 
lovers go to the precipice of deftru&ion 
with the grols and vulgar fubterfuge, that 
•while the perfon is inviolate, no rights are 
invaded. I have fome compaflion for 
Werter, but very little indeed for Charlotte. 
In all points of delicacy, a woman of a mind 
at once cultivated and untainted, is a natural 
judge. Such a mind repels the idea of a 
divided affe&ion, of giving tio the fond and 
faithful lover, poflefled of her earlieft 
affections, what fond and faithful love will 
fpurn at with difdain, chill efteem, and 
half-hidden fentiments. Yet, this is the 
perfon we are taught to admire, and to con- 
(ider as having a flight blemifh loft in a 
blaze of excellence, and atoned for by un- 
availing remorfe. Yet, after treating thefe 
hazardous Platonics with due feverity, I 
will tell you in a whifper, what I think the 
better tendencies of this novel : It depifts 
nature truly, very truly indeed -, for when 
I read the fhort letter, expreffing his rap- 
ture at the difcovery of his favourite foun- 
tain, where he fays, « c Fairies and genii feem 
to hover over it," &c. I felt my early days 

renewed i 
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renewed ; having on fuch occafions, in the 
.morning of life, felt the very fame fenfa- 
tions, and gone about reftlefs with the 
defire of meting fome one who could 
derive as much joy from as fimple caufes. 
I am -fure I have ioved particular fpots as 
'Well as fome people are capable of loving 
thofe deareft to them. There is no wonder- 
ful adventure, no fplendid fcenes fhewn 
to dazzle and miflead the imagination > no 
iiidden acceflion of wealth to make thofe 
happy, to whom heaven has allotted happi- 
nefs, with which weaMi has no connexion. 
Sentiment may have flain its thoufands ; 
but has not vanity flain its ten thoufands .? 
The great danger of novel reading, is a reft- 
lefs defire to be feen and admired, kindled 
by the furprifing adventures of the heroines, 
the wonderful events which the admiration 
excited by their beauty produces, and the 
fplendid deftiny which generally awaits 
them. It is this that makes young people 
fo impatient of peace and retirement, fo 
fick of the plain realities of common life. 
In Wertcr, there is no exaggerated defcrip- 
tion, no unnatural or inflated language, no 

gilding 
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ilding or glitter. You feci always at home, 

and find yourfelf among fuch people as you 

daily meet; and it is this truth of painting 

that communicates the ftrong intereft we 

feel in the perfons, while our judgment is in 

arms againft their conduct. It is the man- 

chineel tree, whofc apples attract us as much 

by their rcfemblance to the fruits of the 

; fame form, as by tlieir fuperior beauty. We 

go with the eafe of familiarity to repofe 

under it, thoijgh <its ihadow is danger, and 

its fruit deftruftion. I have faid fo much 

of Wercer, that I (hall refer all I would 

fay of myfelf to another letter. Judge how 

•our imaginations have been imprefled, when 

I tell you, Werter has. enlarged our phrafe- 

olbgy. Laft O&oher, the Spey very often 

inundated the valley we inhabit; the various 

weather that caufed this overflow, occafion- 

ed many of thofe nights in which the moon 

burfts out, and vanilhes by turns in total 

gloom. This partial light makes our 

mountain fcenery appear very awful, and 

the tremulous effulgence on the wide ex- 

panfe of troubled waters heightens the 

effeft. Thefe we familiarly called IVtrter 

nights. 
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> , • 

nights. , You cannot but remember the 
Jiorrors of his no&urnal rambles, while 
pieditating the perpetration of " a deed 
^ith9Ut a name/' — Rejoice that my critical 
ijuiver is emptied, and believe me your 
unchanged and unchangeable friend. 



LETTER XXIX. 

TO MRS. SMITH, GLASGOW. 

May 16, 1789. 
€€ Pity me, O my friend ! for the hand 
of God hath touched me j touched me to 
the very quick, and that in a manner fo 
utterly unexpe&ed, I feel ftill like a perfon 
ftunned by a thunder-bolt, beginning to 
pant for breath, and look about to fee what 
I have left, and to feel for what I have loft. 
I know I need not have recourfe to declama- 
tion to intereft your tendereftfympathy. You 
know that the dear creature, it has pleafcd 
the Almighty to deprive me of, was my 
pride and my delight v The fpirit and ani- 

% mation 
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ttiation of that fine countenance no one ever 
beheld without being ft ruck with its marked 
expreffion 5 and that fair promifc of every 
human excellence which dawned through 
every word and a&ion, his fond parent* 
viewed with fecret exultation ! Aik Charlotte 
if I exaggerate, or if ever (he fawfuch man- 
linefs, generofity, and tendernefs, appear in 
a child. There Was nothing he dreaded 
like giving me a moment's pain. O ! what 
have we loft? But what has he efcaped by 
this early removal ! Ripening, as he was, 
for immortality, he lived more in thefe four 
jhort years dun moft children do in ten. 
He walked, ipoke, thought and felt fooner 
than any child I ever faw or heard of. 

«• Why wander* wretched thought about his tomb t 
In infidel diftrefs?"— 

I- know the vanity of thefe fond, foolifh 
recolle&ions. I know how well it becomes 
a chriftian to render his own gifts meekly to 
the Divine Giver, when demanded. This, 
and a great deal more, is often and eafily 
Aid. Nay, I could fay it all myfelf, but 
nature will fave her way. When Mary II. 
of England was on her death-bed, early 
vol. ii. *i {inifhing 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



fiai^g ^eusrand exemplary life with % 
fjiit^bk conclufion, flic, having been a&edi 
i( any of the various remedies fhe took did;, 
bttlgflOd, aafwered, chat nothing did hct 
good but prayer* I may fay fomcthing lika 
this* but, alas! my efforts to feck this., 
relief are, like my dear chikk cold, dead,, 
inanimate !— the heart fpeaks not> mores, 
npc* under the oppreffive weight. Here is* 
great ropm for cenfure. Be it (b. It is not 
your approbation* but your fyrophathy that 
I f fcticit. When I wrote laft I dreaded the; 
njeaflea ; John took them* but Very firour- 
ably s we had not the kail apprchenfion for 
this darling. - --------.. - - - . 



Excufe my dwelling on minutiae fo dear to 
my remembrance. Yet how fhall I fpeak 
of the three following days ? or* how pro- 
cure fome oblivious draught, to wafli them. 
fQr ever from my remembrance ? The un- 
lpeakable pains he then endured ftill jjfefi 
upon my heart. Yet he was TenfiWe t& thfc 
laft minute, exprefflbd pity ami tefldermpft 
for us by words, and then by fign$, ^bco^ 
lai3 fpccchgttw languid aftdimpedeft- As 

he 
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Itebefitife to&ltfr M greWeafei; Ind, *£ 
length, expired, 

" " As foft as i>4bto, a* tniJd as dr. M 
At : Gx tft the mornirfg, Ma^r2th, thtshti^ 
ifean wonder forfbok its earthly ptftoh, ah* 
rfiit^gled Tv-rth its kindred angels. We tetf 
fthn depart without a tear. Now We ttitf 
*Wfcp, and that is fome relief. O prty fop 
tfef A&eu!— I pity potfr Charlotte, towhottf 
tfw betored child was very dear, airfd lhe? 
tftftM andfeefe deeper than ihoft people . '1? 
lfeveannounced 1 her lois tohcr, for fxifch £ 
ktitiw fhe confiders it. 



LETTER XXX. 

?(f M*S. $MITH, GLASGOW, 

- r : ' *■ ; ■ , / ■ Laggan, May 26, i ?S$, 

l^Y D£AltE$* FklEND, 

WxkE you as happy as your great worldly 
prtifperity, the efteem of all that know you 1 
truly, cah mike you, you would be very 1 
tfiflt to enter into the prdfent feeTings of my 
Hearts dttlftf f actitfe returns of pkiir, thefc 
h 2 agonizing 
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agonizing- recolle&ions, that darken tfce 
fummer's fun, and throw a veil.of univqr&i 
fednefc oyer the &ir face of natu*e;-*-the 
recital of fuch fenfationf would form pocr 
fntcrtainment:, for a pcrfon cngroffcd or 
elated by the pleafures and gaieties of this 
lyorld.-^-SinQC writing the above ? I went tQ 
Fort George, by pprticuLfr fasirc; but* 
alas! I found to my iprrow, that " change 
of place is only change of pain. ' ' Th? reg$* 
ment in wbiph my father fcrved during the 
years of my childhood, ^nd to which he is 
ftill much attached, he irp^gipfd would uv- 
tereft me; but whether it be that the habit 
of a retired life has made xne think^^ffA^ 
from what I ufed to do, or that my nuti^ijl 
entirely engroffed with one fed and tender 
idea, I fee them notasoldfriends^ bytmec^ 
ly as Tyqlrldlings, flittering after trifles, ^ajfl 
iifiw: : M home* after fpejOjding^ dreary mcytffy 
at the Fort, without being awak,e tq. any 
f&Wg $&vt poor C. V$ thoygh tihe woi^d 
,t» jfie bptter for chapg^of ^r ap4,f^jitwatp^. 

kwwgjtfi ywr.rd^tioa hope ywfo ***r-*'i» i 
ivvri,, H relieved 
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tefievcd at the thought of it. To her I darfe 
talk fully of what is ever in my thought^ 
With het* I can Venture to feed my infatiabfe 
forroW, with evely little anecdote arid recoK* 
leftion that will ferve to keep his deai* 
memory alive. Hts father, though he cannoi 
get over it htftifelf, blames me very jxxftlj 
fbr -repining at my darling's happinefs. * t 
wilt not be fiirprifed or angry, thbugh yofi 
fliould reprove me for this extravagance $ 
but I am not Well 5 and returning here, I 
find my beloved child's image in every place 4 , 
in fome of thofe lively and ft riking attitudes 
Which were almoft peculiar to hunfttfl I 
cannot go to the door without feVing thef 
fpot where the cold earth covers that loveljr 
countenance, which I never cotild behbld 
ttfthout an emotion of pleafure, onlyfexce&d*- 
ed by my prefent anguifli. Happily I have 
fhrtferved his dear profile, taken when -hi 
was out of humour. His fenrfible ifoWtt 
Adds ftrength to the exprcffionof the moft 
animated countenance I ever beheld. 1 do 
not acknowledge your kiridhefs ttf Charlotte; 
I do not arifWer a fcritence dfyxmr ntoft 
aflfc^ionatc letter^ Whldi I thanfcfolly re- 
n 3 ceived 
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ceivsd j* mopth ^go. lean fpealt of nothing 
bpt the only thing I think, of. Do not think 
I negkft the only method of procuring tru* 
ponfolation. I earneftly implore ftrengch 
jo bear my fojfows •> jbut I am not able to 
j>ray, or wife, in any degree, to enable me 
jo forget the objeft of them— his remem- 
£raace is fo fweet to my foul, and my ?*fpi- 
rations after a re-union with him, where w$ 
fhali part no more, are fo confequently 
Jlrong. J?ray*read Dr. Gregory's Com- 
parative View, &c. and obferve particularly 
the laft feftion on the influence of religion j 
that Qfi tafte; and the ftridtures on falfe 
refinement. I long to have you lhare th^ 
entertainment they afforded to my happier 
houre, A letter from you is almoft .the only 
thtflg J could read now. Write amply * 
give me^ood accents of Mr. B— ; aqjd 
believer ypu are ont of the few* that ftilj 
frtet$&w&. -Farewell! 



\ ** 
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LETTER XXXI. 
TO MRS. SMITH. 

Laggan, Auguft 3, 1789. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

Week after week has elapfed without my 
gratifying myfelf by writing to you, or being 
able to affign a good reafon. I fhall affign 
the true one ; which, at the fame time, Iotfh 
I cannot juftify. When I received your letter, 
in which you animadvert, very juftly, on the 
folly, not to fay guilt, of wafting that time and 
thought in frukiefs mourning for the dead, 
which ought to be employed in ufeful at- 
tention to thofe who are left,- 1 was afhamed 
to difcover the ftate of my mind even tt> 
you i and from you how could I coaceal it£ 
Truth, is my mind has been either wound 
up to a pitch, at which it could not long 

remain, or funk in the deepeft dcje&ioti. - - 

« ♦ ♦ * ♦ ♦ « 

But in vain do J weary and exhauft ajy 

worn-out fpirits in purfuit of a.vifiofi th4t 

h 4 eludes 
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tj^s.p^ftfij^lj). Alas i I muft eicn m? 

4jvte^ to jny feiwioi), :w£tj&>tm ibatiWl 
JwlfJjPf tp th&world* I imrffe^gain nuo fifcft 
jr^un^of tardily cares aftd ktfff par fbit*, ami 
: wi^ patently till my appouited^y <X^£* 
JpQf > J >lh^ll go to him, btit: hff fcfdJ mtt 
r$t\*m to me v . A late ^mfe-froift 1«G*h$r 
j parfoffny ; %!ii|y I cQQviFKedmeferc&i^a^ 

*grief whiehl cpuld Jiehher fooite^? reaf0f* 
4own, grew more tolerafykon being divjdett 
A bright atmp^pjiff e> a bofy &er*c, and ,1*# 
-afFe&ipnate attention of a,pjkflf*flg> *n&wfy 
camp,nioa 5 did tnpre, & relieve my' mkd 
than; alfc th^tf^ftfen^w reflexion ccluld 
fuggeft. - I always thi$k of him, hut; wtk 
more qojapofure. I view him. as haYJDg 
j*05rd the fisry trial af foflfermgtf andt** 
^gardio^ vs wirfi tender ceaipagtei}. T:fe* 
firft thing «haj alieM^dfliy dtftr^fe;Wi* 
Charlotte'* renififc in i&lfptetfing* IwAyj • 
xno«e gratifying, a& her minute details ^bo^t 
youall, made you ma.tnannenvifihje and pre- 
fc« «q*js. ^f h» fufpended the fenfe of pain* 
bf ?enewing< the pkafing remembrance <£ 
z- 'b <> n # the 
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the innocent ha£py hottrs wt fonifcrly pr«fetl 
together. My yourtg^ftboyhadgotiihlift, 
the confequencei of which alarmed us, totk 
he is now better. Our bufy fcifori cottiirtjg 
on, and finding myftlf iricapaMe of atfy 
fteady application wkhindoorfc, IftnttR* 
maid to the hay-making, and wandered 6m 
a good deal with him in my artns. £ In corf- 
tcquenCc of this exertion, I have found *W* 
crcife in the open air operates beyond any 
thing towards the relief of depreffibn 1 df 
Ipirits. Long may fee it before you require 
any fuch remedy for that heavieft of evils^! 
1 have been indeed very little within j tiH bf 
Jate that the bad weather has cdnftned-rtte^ 
I have thought much of what you fay bf 
a certain friend of mite being ih danger ; df 
tunning into the extreme of -'Mfch'tiltafin^ 
feu t, after all, cannot thiHk the hai&r& very 
furious, tho^fc I to^ 
ftjffielenily on tketfubje&>- The &5bis, that 
k fe in vain for us t6 flatfitt* ourlelVfe^ ! iftate 
the great work of ©uriUvation is a4>jte%afP» 
cernj fbr whkh wc may o^caftoriaJly fit afi^e 
a few minutes, whiihy by cftririce;^ $rfl 
vacaan ftom ? fetifilie& -bij ^fea6ii*es? r J TW4 
h 5 doea 
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im-^w^wkto-estofan wWeh: die 

yfxfcqfid-good in all age?, aqd of all per? 
<4^fions, feem tp have e^temincd (bo#* 
«rcr dififefent tbf k d^goees of ligh* and in* 
(elliguce) viz. that our manner pf exiftiag 
jbcreis^npt the final end of our being? that 
this is merely a ftate of probation, in whitfe 
there is a glimrribring of ligftf; aiE3r4ed us> 
barely fufficient to diftinguifli good and evil J 
^ad a degree of choice and judgment* juft 
f»ough t;o enable us to m*kt %ft4^Uf»W ajttl 
bqldbythebeft. Were our imeUeft ftrong 
enough to difcern the lucid order, an4 
Recording harmony of the divine fchei&t 
of Providence in its full extent ; could th4 
iborrors of guilt* and its confequent puhifli- 
jnent 3 be rpade vifible through the thick veil 
tf fetimamity, or cayld w^ «<>ral *ye# 
Vf at t&e refulgence of celefti^ beavty s tb^F*# 
$ould be nQ i-oom for choice or te^cipn} 
fcoexercifi? of r fortitude, difc^tf^vfjmft 
W i>ope, no ftruggks betwixt the er^ig 
w\\V ^and the Iqvc <?f $e#itude. Cr^atutef 
Ipft yrithput fhoice, and impelled by, th$ 
^Uar^nd glaring cer^inty before th£#>> flp< 
fcfugglipg up.t&$ HHl to ^t»t ^fi$ek# 
t >--. j*. but 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



THE MQWMTA1NS. |JJ 

but fwimming with the ftream irrtoipid ce& 
could not exercife thofe virtues, which cmt 
imperfedfc fiate fo loudly calls for. All th* 
nobk exertions, all the fofter emotions, t>f 
the mind, tofe their meaning and their ufe* 
where there is novice to combat, no diftrcft 
to. relieve, no weaknefs to protett* All this 
is fo like common-place, that 70a rauft coo* 
fider mc as digreffing very widely. Yet thtf 
perpetual ftruggle and warfare with guilt 
and forrow^ which is evidendy our appointed 
tafk and duty here, leave little room to fup-r 
pofe that any body can be righteous over 
much. We fee our duty imperfe&iy in this 
fend of (hades and apparitions. Thus 
much, however, we are certain of, that we 
wafe continually on the brink of danger its 
the open paths of life. If not happier, thofc 
ws certsmily &fer, who, in fome m<ttfure$ 
% fam tibc? sonftuft. What do pcopfei pur* 
(at in- tfae worfd but bufinefs o^pleafure? 
The^c gutation of the mind, and the exertion 
of that aAivc beneficeoce which trtK? piety 
pj#duecs* form fiieh an occupation to a 
Kind fiatuHied, as to eaercife all its faculties 
iftttejnoltagiwabte manned Wkhthofit 
h 6 who 
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wiio havemade great advances^ piety/ 1 
ftrould fuppofe ■'- 'tpetfpBt love cafteth -but 
fear j ' ' .. and that thefe ^xercifes become a 
fcurce of pom and lafting pleafure* as itw 
comprchcnfitdc to the childreaof thi^porkf^ 
as colours to the blind. Enthufiafm is the 
wine of life ; it cheers and fupports the mirtd J 
though excefey in either cafe, produces in- 
toxication and madnefs. lam not fure that 
the religion of the heart can exift without a 
Certain degree of enthufiafm. Whatntibl* 
or tender emotion of the mind is excited irt 
any great degree without producing it? Vgp/£ 
few affix a precife or determinate idea to 
the word, ufed in a religious fenfe. You witt 
Bear many people, who have never thought 
•bout the matter, parrotixing about cih 
thufiafm, when they mean bigotry or fana- 
ticism, i£ indeed, they mean any thing*. 
Religion has not fo great an enemy upon 
earth as vanity ; and no wonder, fiacetna* 
piety muft needs be founded in deep humi- 
lity* Wealth, pofrer, and diftinddon cannot 
be attained by all the vaia and ambitious * 
bur the prizeof wit andwifiiom fcerosalways. 
within reach to thofc determined to be wife 
; : or 
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*r witty. ' Thofe who wHh to purchafe tbef* 

diftinftions as cheap a* poffiblc, exchange 

the principles they only itemed to poffefs; 

for the chara&cr of wit and talents they only 

f<cmed- to acquire. They hear impious wit 

•fteneft quoted by the thoughtlefs and difii- 

pated, and, therefore* they think impiety 

necefiarUy implies wt, and are indeed very 

often incapable pf diftf nguilhing throne from 

the other* Thefe are the people who ibfre* 

cjucntly talk with contempt and ridicule of 

*#thufiafoi, in the religious fcnfc of that ex* 

preffion>as they misunderstand it., I have 

been ycry ferious, and, as generally turn* 

put in that cafe, very tedious r but feme late 

mftances that I have met with, of: abfupd 

pretentions to wit, founded on ftill mote 

abfurd pretenfions to infidelity, have really 

provoked me$ efperially, as> I very well 

know this pretenderb^lieves, and trembles iri 

the dark. For his impiety he muft account 

to Ma Maker; but. his impertinent oftw 

tation is aa offence againft fociety. I fup4 

pofe you.are very glad that I am going to 

bid you good night. Ilancy you will think* 

after giving you this ledure on impiety, the 

next 
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next thing I fhall fct about will be to caution 
bees and ants againft idlencfc, or our friend 
W. D. againft too much gravity and auftc- 
rity. I don't know whether you will be the 
better for reading this, but I am much the 
better for writing it, and>that you will think 
a fufikient apology. Adieu ! my dear; I 
Have taken the declamation, and left aftion 
to you. Be ever what you have been, and I 
fhall be at no lofe for an example to illuftrate 
feme of my fage precepts. 



LETTER XXXII. 

TO MRS. BROWN, GLASGOW. 

Laggan, Aug, 13, v/fy. 
MY 1)9 A|t MRS. BROWN ! 

X am fuch an ceeonomift of yow pto«$* 
that lUaYC deferred my finest and cosdidl 
coflgratulationa all this time, in hopes of 
getting them font by w» who has cheated 
«c at laft. Yet cfci& is the onjy teftimon^, 
ifk my pow$? to give of tjhr wiabated 
&imd#H&lihtil always retain for you* aod 
, this 



im w eras t Arts. i$y 

this is Amply all $ fbr, with rae, defpondency 

and ill health have been fo conftantly pro- 

ducingand reproducing each other, for fbme 

time paik, that I have neither the power 

nor inclination to furnifh you with the 

leaft degree of entertainment. Charlotte 

and I were all laft week on a tour of yifits 

on Loch Laggan fide, whqre the romantic 

fioguiarity of the place, : and peculiar turn 

©f its. fequeftered inhabitants, might, in 

.happier hows, have aflbtded a fabjecfc for 

amufing defcription: As it is^ I can only 

lay, that the uocka aadwoods which border 

shis fine piece of water, are equally gloomy 

*nd magnificent 5 while the fpot where wc 

fpent moft of our allotted days, can be 

equalled by few in a lingular afiemblage of 

jural beauties The deep filence which 

forrounds you, ina place fecluded even from 

the HK^fctoad worlds aiwidiftantfroi^every 

other human dwelling, affords leifiaie to ! 

# contemplate the placid features of the fceae' 

around the houfe. This, from a fmatteaai- ' 

oerice, funreys a meadowy plain, bordering 

on the take, in which large trees have bcefn 

left h$re and Aers,. prodwkjg at wry fine 

eJft& 
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tfie& to the eye. Through this extended 
meadow, aflream, delightfully pure, wanders 
over fine gravel, while yon trace its progrefs 
fay the copfes of hazel and aidoy vocal with 
the fwecteft ftrain of woodland melody* aod 
rich in *H the fmalier wild fruits that abound 
in this diftrift* In the immediate feencyon 
are fcK>thedwith every thing that is beaudfuli 
and in the furrounding ones, awed by all 
that is majjeftic. T?he lofty Cofyarder y the 
hauntof eagles and of clouds, towers behind; 
before, the lake fpreads its ftill expand 
oppofite, the dark remains of die moft 
ancient forcft in Scotland borders the whole 
*aft fide of the lake ; above it rifes amoun- 
ted woockkialtt^ to the top; andteyond 
thdfe awful Mitudes appear rocks, at whofe 
b^rindefolatioh the mind revolts;* ^Of the 
inhabitants of this redefs, 1 can only fay, 
thairthey are peaceful and induftrioos, ^ and 
fkttti as mild and harmlefs as the flteep/ntfha* 
are the fote fobje&sof thisrealm of fcilk«dei\ 
Should teffi yoti, that the Mfe atfhtiakis* two 
imalt wtioded iftand^ oft^&idtvare fofcfti 
fragments of fc#ldir^'6f^tte tndfti rem&te 
atttkjtiky; ©he te oal!e# tbi Ifle^f&lngSf 

the 
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the <«her that of Dogs; for Acre, ir would 
Appear; their Caledonian majefties, whd 
had tew a hoHting£rat, ufed to confine Bran 
stad Luatfi,Tsiid ^ their other followers of 
ttoe chaee. It was hajr-makiffgr time * wc 
Worked at our needles, or wandered at will? 
all the long ftn-firine day* in the haunt of 
rocs. In the evening, we had regularly a 
JJanjrbn the water, and mufkv You ft*rt* 
bat I am corrieft. When otlr landlords 
fons had work'd till tea-time, they came id 
to reftj and whenever tea was ov%r, they! 
launched out their boat, which two of chem 
rowed to theoppofite 6dc of the lake* whil* 
the thirdplayed, on the vi<?Jin> fame of mg 
fevourke aid tunes, that brought you antf 
your mufic full on my recolk&ion* But 
we were not merely regaled with airy founds 
the central , gloom of the ancient foreft 
Abounds in bilberries, ftrawberrics, &c. &c. * 
and having others with.us to haftcn the ta(k 
of gathering, we left the youths fiflling, 
returned by twilight, and fupped on the 
trout they caught, the fruit we gathered* 
^ftd richer cream than ever your Lowland 
^yes beheld* This literally paftoral exourfioa 

hag 
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fcs fetmy pen io motion beyond my own 
/expe&atiQn&j for I have fo far loft the 
Jqiack of writing upon nothing, which you 
once afcribed to me, that I feem now no 
longer able to write oq ^ny thing;. 

Were I pofleffed of defcriptive talent^ 
Charlotte's extravagant joy, on the birth of 
jour fon, would gfve full room for their di£- 
play, A« for nxe, the moral and melacu- 
chply turn which my thoughts have lately 
taken, leads me to affociate even the 
Cradle with the grave, its fare, however 
difUnt fucceffor. 

# $ith's feeble cry, and death's deep difraal groaa/* 
•are tery properly conne&cdbyour favourite 
^plaintive bard j whom, by the byc 9 I am 
told, it is not now the faihion to admire. 
Dear Jenny, continue to love me, till I 
learn " the laft new fafhion of the htart," 
till I ceafe to have a tafte and feelings of 
my own, and, to be in fome meafure 
guided by them. I wonder when it will be 
the fafhion to regret that the grafs is not 
blue, or the fkics green. — Pray beftow the 
charity of a letter upon me very foon. A 
little time from you will now be valued like 

the 
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rfie widow's mite, becaufe you can ill fpare 
it, — I heartily condole with Mrs. , 

on the lofs of her fon, which will wound her 
pride, as well as her more tender feelings i 
for I fuppofe ftie was vain of having him. 
1 too, was vain once, hut my vanity, I hope, 
is buried with the caufe of it. Charlotte, 
^hofe love of infancy is moft inordinate, 
regrets that #ie is not with you, to aflift in 
nurfing your heir. Mr. G. joins roe in warm 
#id fincer^ wifh*$, that he may be a Jong 
cpntinwd Wefling to you both * and, with 
beft rcfpe&s to his father, let me add a 
caution which painfijl e#perience<li#:ates--*\ 
$joy$ hiftt with moderation, as we ought <f> 
jdp every eartfcjy filing. Make my be|t 
^yi/hes to your brothers and their mate*, 
ar*d thank the latter for mc, on Charlotte^ 
account, i 

I urn, my dear Mrs. Prown, wkh much 
aflfe#ion, 

Tours* 
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LETTER fctirfL 



T6 MRS. MAtT/NTOSlJ* 



j'j 



r ■ • 

taggan, #ee. 23, iffy* ''~ 
ttADAiirf, : ^ i 

Though I feel a ddtrcof'eipfeBiftg' t^ 
you, in fomc degree, the deep fenfe we aft 
have of the generous part yott have a6fe4" 
towards MifsGtant, I own £am*t : aktf$ ' 
Jk>w to do juftice to my own fentiments off 
*hat fifbjefiy withcKit tunning ^tfce rifle of 
wounding you* delicacy* or foiling IMo^^ 1 r 
beaten tridk *f unmeanihg toinplifheiJt^; 
This I know has, by frequent mifappJicatfim, ^ 
k$ ita value and ftgnifi^toee* Ydt^^aSr^ 
furc nd pfcrfbn, capable of afting as ytft$&V8 : : 
dpne OA this occalion, can be at * }dfi r W" ' 
judge how people muft be toutfhlpa wfthr* 
kmdnefs of the maft tftnt&fepc^canc^i ' 
dtoe them in that iHftitete, wK$*£ defect" 
it moft j tenderly; and this by a perfon, 

whofe 
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•whofe chara&er (the only thing we know of 
"yoy) is fuch, *s makes pjotedtion and.adyice v 
doubly valuable, apd thoroughly to be de- 
pended onu The partial lighjc in which ws 
view this objeft of our gneat.eft eajrfbly foli* 
citude, endeared to us by innocence, mik 
fortune, ^nd a thorough knowledge of her 
difpofiaon,kdu5 to hope for the kind offices 
and gpo$ ^Uhes of every weli-difpofcd 
perfop, Put it required a very liberal and 
fuperior mind indeed, to take fo clear and 
Jpft aviewof phje&s fo remote and detached, 
We will not take all the credit of doing,$si 
you feepi to tjiink, wbat^nq oqeelfe wpul^i 
have dope* Yoiy: prefent sonduft convince*! 
me that, ia our pl^e, you would tave adbed) 
jiift ^ we did i. , bu$ J atp #ot, ty any means,, 
focley that ^e, Hj % youfpla«, ihowJdh^ve) 
done MJfM $&<■< WWPWpfflff oqd diftijW 
tereftqd e^rtioo^ki the &yfc of virtue, by * 
people who^live i& $e wivW^e efforts Jil^e 
fyi&wmg :.agp$nfi .{'he.'- «*£«?*«♦ , Reclufea, \> 
Hfec<w, ;#alk Jn$q^ i 

from t£c ittUjiaf]^"^ kdkoi hop© 

WjOtl^.^ratHWiw^Xlwi thewhttpeced'; 
, y { i> ,j <\-;j i-r.fi ; -■'-. ■ > plaudit 
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plaudit of the gratified heart Iff this tiff 
^e hate more; we ztt douMy rewaftded, by 
the diftihgyifhtfd merit of the otojeft 6f «^ 
cfcres, and the daily impt&rcpkftitk tfiiti 
mafk her progrefs in knowledge and 
in *trtue. 

He* reception in the fimrily of her wortff^ 
relation, Mr. Ddi^gias ♦, ii a ctrcuttiftane*- 
tvety way favourable* to heir, E ve*y motive 
of prudence and gratitude confpii* to make 
it highly proper for her to fecrificeftef own 
views and. incKitatfcftl^td thtf flighted: mdf- 
cation of their will. The circle of acquain- 
tance fhe made; wheri fire weht to town, 
though not wide, nor perhaps highlyfaftiiph- 
able, was among people of reaf worth and* 
eftirtiation, to Whom fhe owes much f6r 
ciVSity ind moft ufeful attention* Thtfc 
it would be moft indeficajte arid ungrateful' 

* Mr. John Douglas, of Glafgow, was n&rty 
r dated to this juftly admired youbg perfeti; and' 
itete a mdflf affeftionate intitnaty began b^twt* 
her aid hi* datogkter* xmt Mm' BoogUsi of f 

Douglas Park. l 

^ , 

in 
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in hcrtodrbp. Yet k wifl not bd pwper irv 
her to go any where without their fall ap- 
probation (I mean the Douglas's): How 
to aft or apologize in this or any delicate 
<afe, I am fore {he will be directed by you* 
candid advice. 

Mr. G. and Charlotte join in offering 
our moft grateful refpe&s to you and gootf 
]#r. Macmtofe, &c. &c. 



LETTER XXXIV. 



TO MRS. BROWN* 



Laggpn. Feb. i$, 1790, > 

Irfy DBAR MRS. BROWN, 

J have deferred writing to yowthfe long 
time, waiting the return otf as much (frengtfP 
and f£lrit& as ffiould enable me to do iff witJp 
fOinedegreeoftuUiefsandprecifitont Though? 
fomewhat better, I am far from well* and* 

have 
• 
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have been this week paft crowded \vith peo- 
ple, coming to take leave of the young tra- 
velers, who go to-morrow. In the firft 
plaee, my mind is perfe&ly at eafe with 
regard to the depofit I am about to place in 
your hands ; fo much fo, that I (hall never 
thifik of giving you dire£tlons about it, con- 
vinced that, at this time of life, and in this 
ftage of education, your judgment is far 
more to be depended on than my own. 
The arduous taflc of forming her heart, and 
inftilling into her mind principles of moral 
reftitude and devout fubmiflion to the fouree 
of all goodnefs, is, I hope, irrfome degree 
performed. She is docile, and ^willing to 
pleafe, without the leaft tinfture of levity on 
the one hand, or felf-conceitand ftubbornnefs 
on the other. You will find her difpofed to 
pay you implicit obedience, on the beft of 
principles, that of an interior eonvi&teifj 
&at you wUl only order what is right* It 
9nly remains for me to hint at the defe&s I 
Qbferved, yet durft not bbme, in her pall 
education, m which I have had Kate 
fcarc. • ' 
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**, ♦ ♦ * * * * 
* * * * * # f 

Experience has taught me the evU of this* 
IjLept. constantly to my needle (of which 
application many trophies remain) I was 
Ijhildifhly ignorant of every thing elfe when 
I gpt the charge of afetntly. 

But I have employed her in this manner all 
winter, and find her fo afhamed* of defi- 
ciency, and willing to pleafe and be ufeful, 
that I hope fhe will conquer all indolent 
habits. While abfent from us* fhe was 
(hut up with old people, without a com* 
panion, or jany relaxation but what books 
afforded ; in thefe (he took refuge, and in 
thefe found confolation: but they were 
t#ken without choice or fele ft ion. She 
has, from a kind of neccl5ty r , read more, 
and. perhaps refte&ed and digeftcd more* 
tjspnany Mifsof her ageyouknow. Thert 
is * certain thoughtful indolence, a degree 
erf over-ttfiiHtmeot, and an indtflferenot 
towards ordiaaiycharadtew, add popjimoity 
though very xxkM things* to be feared, as th* 
ftfult*>f ntuoh knowledge early acquired. 
. vot.n. 1 This 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



This is more efpecially tx> be feared in 4 
mind that unites a degree of mafcuUae 
folidity and habits of v reflc&ion> with ithe 
quickncfs and fenfibilitjr common to itke 
fcx ; and.fuch are generally thofe ferataie 
minds that range beyond the ufyal limits ia 
fearch of knowledge and entertainment. 
However, we need not much fears when our 
pupil enters her teens, and acquires she 
love of »drefs, and thirft for amufcment 
natural to that period, all this may fcatter 
like morning mifts. I do not however, 
prifli her to read much at this time j and 
whaffhedoes read, I wifli to be of a moral 
end ferious caft. Let her write, dance,; and 
attend a geographical clafi, with Mr. S*— 's 
children. Drawing and mufic arc both out 
of the queftion : fhe has richer ear for 
t^e one,* nor that turn of fancy which leads 
to excellence in the other. Tinkling and 
daubing are tolerable amufements for. the 
fuperabundant leifure of the wealithy, who 
have the means, as far as poffible, to make 
art fupply the defefts of nature j. butnl 
would not waffc time and money in fwin*> 
thing againft the ftreanu. were it butjep 
: . prevent 
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prevent the painful hypocrify of thofc who 
are forced, from mere companion, to 
€C d— n with faint praife" miferable mufic, 
and wretched drawing. I defpife the 
falhionable frippery of fillagree, which 
©cither difplays tafte, nor forms habits of 
attention and diligence. Needle-work, good 
old court needle- work, is the thing- It 
crarcifcs fancy, fixes attention, and, by per- 
fevcrance and excellence in it, habituates 
the mind to patient application, and to 
thofe peaceful and ftill-life pleafures, which 
form the chief enjoyment of every truly 
amiable woman. Ton is an epidemical 
frenzy that follows; and overtakes us every 
we*e, though we in following it can over- 
take it no where. Would you believe it is 
partly to flron this, that I was impatient to 
fend your protegee from her former abode, 
n»hich is become gay and fafhionable, in as 
great excels as this is retired and rufticated. 

To remove her by fuck a quick tranfition 

from abfolute retirement to the beau monde> 

would be defbuftive to all my views, whofe 

Ubjed it is to bring oip my Chil4ren in the 

12 utmoft 
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utmoft frugality, fimplicity, and induftry; 
and at the fame time give them that culture 
of mind, and infpire them with that pro* 
priety and elegance of feniiment, which 
will dignify a blamelefs ^nd virtuous qb- 
fcurity, if that ftiould be they- lot* and>form 
their manners to fuch (bftnefe and decorum 
as would not disgrace a more eafy fituatkw*, 
If Providence were pleafed tobeftow it upoa 
them you afk, how people fecluded from 
the world are to acquire maaner. I anfwer^ 
that where there is mind, there is always 
maimer $ and when they are accuftomed to 
treat each other with gei>tl^nefti*nd cour- 
ttfy 9 they will feel that quick difguft at 
what is rude and inelegant, which contri- 
butes more than.any^ inftru&ion to the re- 
finement of manners. I am fure this 
homily has worn out your patience. I 
regret exceedingly that your fifter is out of 
town, becaufe I could wifh M— to be with 
her every moment fhe fhould be abfent from 
you, except a few formal vifits, which flie 
may make to fome of my old acquaintance. 
Children at her age can. hardly be <*o»- 
fidered as making any part of the company, 

being 
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being rather an incumbrance. They how- 
ever amufe themfelves, and enlarge their 
circle of ideas by being prefent in mixed 
companies j but in general I think they 
are more improved by being with thofc they 
know beft and can be eafy with, becaufe 
they are more interefted and attend more 
to their convcrfation. I am but too fenfible 
xpl the talk I impofe, and the trouble I oc** 
cafion you: but you know not how de* 
firoiis I am to have her in a private family. 
More I will Hot fay; for it avails not to 
teafe you wkh apologies. - - - - - - With 

true cfteera and unbounded confidence, 

I am yours moft fincerely« 



LETTER XXXV. 



TO MISS OURRY. 



I-aggan, February 5, 179 1. 
MY XVBk tf*AR FRIEND, 

I own it 1 our correfpondence did, for a 

while, langui/h on my fide. But what has 

1 3 not 
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not this interruption coft me ! and how vari- 
ous and painful were the caufes of it ! I have 
written, and inquired again and again, with- 
out fuccefs*. I (hall, however, make this 
laft effort to difcover whether my deareft 
Anne is ftill a fellow-traveller through this 
vale of ihadows ; or, whether I am to con- 
fider her as one of thofe feparated fpirits, 
whom tremulous hope and fond imagination 
flatter us with recogni2ing, at fome future 
period, in holier, happier regions j for I wiU 
not, cannot fuppofe you capable of neglect- 
ing, flighting, or even forgetting me. 

Had my laft letter reached you, I am cer- 
tain you would have anfwered it. Even my 
unavailing friendfhip was worth gratitude 5 
becaufe it was very warm and very true, 
and pure from every felfifli motive, except 
the vanity of being efteemed by a perfbn 
of fuperior merit, which was certainly very 
pardonable. However, as you are a human 
creature, and, as fuch, liable to change, I 
fhall admit the bare poflibility of your 
having received and negle&ed my letter ; 
and fhall, therefore, fufpend giving any 
• Mifs Ourry was at this time in Ireland. 

account 
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account of my concerns till I have it under 
your hand, that you are defirous to hear of 
them, 

I will not regale you with an account of 
the fine children, which it has pleafed God 
to beftow on me j of the ftill finer ones 
whom he has thought fit to refume to 
Himfelf : or of the tranquillity and com- 
parative happinefs I have enjoyed fiace I 
faw you ; no, nor of the health and pros- 
perity of my parents, or the great and 
wonderful viciflitudes that have happened 
in the circle of our acquaintance. I mull 
not only be defired, but intreated, before 
I make any of thefe communications. I 
will tell you, however, that nothing (hall 
ever abate that tender regard, which I 
Ihall carry to my grave for you. Mr. G. 
who . is your great admirer, longs alfo to 
hear of you. Don't mind poftage * mind 
only what you owe on the fcore of friend- 
ship to your unaltered. 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



JJ$ WXTEJtS FROM 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
TO MISS OURRf. 

Laggan, March 27, 179 1* 

MY DEAREST NANCY, 

* . ■' * * ' 

. The fight of your well-fcnpwn dc*r-lovc4 
hand filled my heart with apleafure tq which 
{ knew nothing comparable^ unfcfc what the 
yoman of Zarepta might have felt, 0*1 jeceiy^ 
ing her lamented fon alive from the h^ncis 
of the prophet. Al^s ! I have £ fyi reafoa 
for too deeply feeling t|ie forc<; ,of jhftt pi* 
Jufion 1 but I will not cloijd our firft jn$#£? r 
ingj with a detaij of fQqws * as ^ttle^$k 
I take up your time with, a te$oqs£^it)a^p(J 
tne ways and means I have ; ufed t$ \£$c t $ 
you. -- - - - r - - n - r - - - 7 I ^ not 
IVIr.M^* addr^fs, i?\jt $ad,eavwi$d to point; 
him out by the cip^mftjinces #f J|if vtaexjjgj 
f. r. s. and having hejd a v ^afce.at coi#$ rJ 

z+ Ipallict, d* tetter* of Mlfs Garry's Alfeiftl;' 
Mif* Maliict, : wboojhea .kety an >ffic4 &b6ur #tf 
P^Jace* an^li7e4;in^%i#«ri j;;H* r ^ c [ >: .1 

;;;, ; . By 
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By your having formerly taught me to ad* 
drefs you under Lord Kinfale's cover, I 
was led to difcover you in the manner 
which has proved fo gratifying to us both. 
May my benedictions reft and remain with 
this good Lord. I wifh it were as ho- 
nourable to him, as the privilege of wear- 
ing his hat where he pleafes. — Why fhould 
I tell you why I was fo much concerned and 
affii&ed at the melancholy detail of what 
you have loft, and what you have fuffered ? 
I can but too eafily conceive what you muft 
have felt at the final parting with your 
worthy parents. You all lived fo much, 
and fo entirely with each other, and loved, 
each other fo exclusively as well as ten- 
derly. You can better judge why Young 
Was fo great a favourite with me, now that 
you know, by fad experience, 

44 There is no pang like that of bofom torn 
From bofom, bleeding o'er the fecred dead/' 

The depredations which fraud and villainy 
have made on your little ftore, I fincerely; 
regret. Yet, when I confider that your 
mind was always fuperior to trappings and 
tinfel, and that forrow and ffcknefs muft 
15 have 
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have long fince diflblved the charm that 
attaches us to the mere exterior forms of 
life ; when I confider too that you appear 
to have gathered - - - -* from the wreck 
of your father's property, and that you 
are now chcrifhed in the tender bofom of 
friendfhip and true fympathy i I would fain? 
hope, your pecuniary refources are equal 
to your wants, though not to your fpirits 
and paft expectations. At worft, you cart 

purchafe an annuity - - - - -► - - - 

I muft go lightly over paft tranfe&io&s. 
My next will be under cover to % 

who is a Cornifh member, and, having 
contrived, like Orpheus, by the power of 
his lyre, to build a houfe in this country, is 
our neighbour and acquaintance. I hbpe 
the mufical manes of die faid Orpheus wili 
forgive my blunder, : in imputing to hi^a; 
what was done by Amphion, who, o^beflcej? 
recolleftion, built the Theban walls ; and^t 
though I know you deariy love a little hi*h 
at me, I hope you will hive- fo -jaauclv rc^i 

• James Macpherfon, the tranflator of Ofljan ; who 
was our neighbour in the country, and ufed to frantic^ 
covers for as. v " " •*" — ' >" 'i.::.\/r>-vj 

^ fpta 
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^>c& "for my claffical recollcftions, as to 
r*efift the temptation of comparing me to 
one of thofe favages-who danced to the faid 
plaftic ftratns : I lie the more open to thisj 
frorti my Angular delight in Iongf defcended 

fbng. lam refolved, like 

Dogberry, to beftow all my tedioufnefs 
xipon you. Receive, mean time, an abridg- 
ed, but faithful defcription of the prefcnt 
ftate of my family and affairs. 

We- live on the banks of the Spey; 
(would for your fake, it were the Tweed) 
Mr. G. poffefles, one way or other, an 
income' of » -We occupy a com- 
fortable cottage, confiding of four rooms, 
light clofets, and a nurfery, and kitchen 
built out by ^way of addition. It is fituated 
in a fouthafped, at the foot of an arable 
hill, behind which ftretches an extenfive 
mofs, once a fbreft, and ftiil abounding 
in fuel, Which is furntountcd by a lofty 
mountain, thetop of which is often loft in' 
the 1 clouds, while' its -bofam, hollow and 
verdant, is a refervoir of copious fprings 
apd abou&ds; in early pafturage; and berries 
peculiar to theft regions. Our little do- 
A j 16 main, 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



I$D LETTERS FROM 

main, to which the church-lands arc added, 
ftretches about a quarter of a mile through 
a meadowy, I might well add, flowery valley $ 
through which the river turns and returns* 
^g^ili, like the links of Forth^ -whichi its 
waters far excel in purity. At the end. of 
the houfe is a. brook, which often: reminds 
me of Franky 's purling brooks, for it puri$ 
abundantly through fummer, babbles in 
harveft, and brawls, like a ttrmagant, all 

. winter. In the meadows below, it aflutnes 
anewchara&er, and winds, in a deep chan- 
nel through richly decorated banks with a 
murmur fo dulcet, fo foftly plaintive^ that 
que i& almsbft tempted to afe to&at ait&it. 
I Jhoul4 have told you* that zt\tmc end x>f 

-our cottage is a, garden^ in which we: have 
planted ^.variety of treis, and where; final* 
fruit abounds. At our xiortr is a ftone 
porch with feats 5 this ruril porocaais- fa 
CQ5Fcred with honcyfbekie* that your would 
lake it fptr a bower;, we have a liuik green 

> court ihdofcd before* which* iaii^e wea- 
ther, forms a iupfderaent to the mirfery T 

,1 fibould Jbave begoa% teHkig yob^Aat 
*fe J^jki* fafcm at ataerybcafy ifent, jjhiclt 
i >\ i fupports 
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fupports a dozen milk cows, and a couple 

of hundred Iheep, with a range of fummer 

pafture on the mountains for our young 

flock, horfes, &c. Thb farm fupplies us> 

with every thing absolutely neceffary ; evea 

the wool and flax, which our handmaids 

manufacture to clothe the children, arc our 

own growth. But it is time to introduce 

you within doors, where you will find the 

mailer of the dwelling in the midft of the 

circle. he moft delights in, and in that 

home where he appears to moil advantage s. 

becaufe hishoipitality and warmth of heart 

iiere fhine through that cloud of referve 

and diffidence which conceals him evety 

: "where clfc* Singularly domeftic, a fbnd 

: hirfband,, and tenderly indulgentjkher* he 

I defighes m his children from their birth, 

- without nurfing than J&e sai old woman * 

judicious and ; attentive in what regard 

;. outdoor management,, but totally uncos- 

rceaiod as to what *pafies. within/ confider* 

iig, like a (rue HigWamfcr> houfchoW afr 

£ars as entirely the ^ femak province* o*x} 

^tshe.dutji^^hi^faaiediunftioin as tbeonly 

©ttjed> beyoadibiamily, defcfYirtg of fe- 

^• : >ii-' rious 
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nous regard. Next, his mate, very little 
altered intendment and principle fince you 
faw her, yet having the wings of romantic 
elevation fomewhac dipt by increafing 
years and cares; and the fervor of enthu- 
fiafm a little abated, with that matronly 
caft of manners, which the conftant exer- 
cife of authority, mingled with affection, 
naturally produces. 

You will not think my tafte improved 
whenl tell you, 'tis, if poffible, more pri- 
mitive than ever ; and that all my paftoral, 
popular, and American prejudices, have 
€( grown with my growth, and ftrengthenett 
with my ftrength." How will all this agree 
with your cc prejudices againft prejudices ?** 
But we fhall agree in the long run, as we 
ever did. Our minds, indeed, muft have 
had a ftrong predifpofition to unite, when 
they furmoun ted fo many differences in, what 
with common minds is every thing, early 
habits and education. My children I (hall 
cliafa&erize at more leisure. At prefent I 
Ihatlohfy lay, the firft is faid to be like her 
toother*, the fccond Kke her father, find ifle 
third 1 Bk*^-a tWelaft& Notf^tb ftrfffi a :* 

more 
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more precifc idea, you muft confider thefe 
refemblarices, as n6t only literal, but cha- 
rafteriftic of my fons. C— and Petrina 
arc twins, a perfect contrail, one being 
dark-haired, quick and lively, the other 
fair, foft, and delicate - - — «* — - -* 
Here is the family-piece drawn, and the 
landfcape; I have not yet fhaded my draw- 
ing, but I fhall throw in the fhades in 
my next. I had more fons — but, Heaven 
has refumed its own, and I ought filently 
ta bow to its decrees. Expeft in my next 
the eventful hiftory of our friends at Fort 
Auguftus, mdft of whom have already kt 
otat before us, to explore the wide ocean of 
eternity* Briefly, adieu ! 



LETTER XXXVIL 



TO MISS OURRY. 



v ; ' . * > { , l^gga»> June 4, 1791. . 

^My> ,deir friend ! what a hiftory wopkt > 
itimakej were I to relate all th£ little family. . 

occur- 
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occurrence which, in rapid fucc$ffi/Qn, have 
hurried on the time fince I wrote my laft. 
I carried down ray fecond daughter, who 
had a threatening ilkie.fs, to my father's, for 
fc* Mr*. You can't think how the good old 
people rejoiced to hear that I had found 
you agpin :-*-their lively feelings on this 
occafion delighted mc. I love to iee^fee 
evening of life warmed by the gende flamd 
of kindly affe&ions. Of all the eVils that 
Wait on the decline of life* there is none I 
flirink from fo much as ; that chilling-torpor 
of the foul> which contributes mo*e than 
all our infirmities to make old age unlovely, 
Whe# I came in a ^little open machine we 
keep for thefe jouriries, I *ctwrned home 
through the country where Mr. G.'s re- 
lations live, , and went through a hafty 
courfe of vifttation. He came down lbmcr * 
miles to meet me, and prefentcd your letter, 
which I fnatched with avidity, and read 
over with delight, I fh^ll defer the mention- 
ing of its contents, till I go through my pro- 
mifcd narrative. Fpr fome years after you 
*renr away, my letters IwnHhcd yxm ^Sth 

an 
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an unbroken feries, of which take thisfiic- 

c\n& and pithy fequel. 

###### 

I had been all this while projecting a vifit 
to Glafgow, but had deferred it from time 
to time, out of fympathy for Mfs. New- 
march, who hoped for her lord's return, and 
would feel moft forlorn without me -, but 
the marriage in the family, and the crowd of 
company which Succeeded, leaving her n<* 
room to complain of folitqde, I wenf 
fouthwards, where my vifit, only meant foe 
a month, was drawn out to near a year, 
which was moft agreeably fpent. I look 
back upon it, indeed, as one of the mofi 
pleafing periods of my life s not being 
pafo'd in a perpetual flutter of idle vifit.v 
but in confirming and fhtngthening the 1 
friendfhipsof my earlier years* and making * 
new and valuable additions to them, which- 
have been eyer fince afourcfe 6f great com- ^ 
forus and pfeafure to me. Leaving the e^- 
ceUeWsfeniify,^with,whom I fpent this year • 
of fejickj^ I returned home through Perth, ' 
whciw I 'J^d^th^iKgh gratification of meet- 
ing 
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ing fome of my diftant relations, who 
were people of diftinguifhed merit, and 
whofe taftc and manners were fo fuited to 
my own, that my heart adopted them to a* 
nearer connexion than thofe diftant ties drfi 
form. Thofe lovely lifters*, who lived In 
this world with all their views dire&ed to 
another, and meekly fheltered in the ihade 
of retirement, qualities entitled to univerfal 
eftcem and admiration, lived only long 
enough to prove that they could fulfil every 
duty, and grace every department of life. 
In the bloom of youth, tenderly beloved 
by the worthieft of hufbands, bleft with 
every thing their regulated and modeft 
wifhes could afpire to, they obeyed the irfe- 
fiftible fummons. The youngeft, who was 
themoft beautiful, departed in her twenty- 
fecond year, in the high triumphs of faith, 
taking not only a ferene but joyful leave of 
friends, whom fhe loved with unufual ten- 
dernefs. Her fifter, in whofe arms flie died, 
was immediately feized with the fame dif- ' 

* Mr«. Young, of Perth; and Mrs. Banaar, mar- 
ried tb the Minifter of Cramond. 

order, 
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brder, and met death with the fame well- 
grounded herpifip. , 

t€ Surely to blifsful realms thofe fouls are flown* 
That never flatter'd, cenfur'd, envied, ftrove." 

My de*r> you will excufe this digreffive 
tribute to departed excellence. What havoc 
has been lately made in the litde circle of 
thdft I loved !— 

€€ Yet, even here, amidft thefe fecret fhades, 
The fimple fcenes of unreproyed delight, 
Affliction's iron hand my breaft invades, 
And death's dread dart is ever in my fight* 

Indeed my meditations hover fo conftantly 
about the confines of the world unknown* 
where my aching eyes are continually ex- 
ploring the departing footfteps of thofe who 
ftill live in my remembrance, that I now fee 
this world and all its vanities, as the apofWe 
fays we do futurity, " through a glafs dark- 
ly." Thefe frequent excurfions of the mind 
into the tracklefs ocean of vaft eternity, con- 
tribute not a litde to throw a dim fhade over 
every thing that dazzles and attra&s, in this 
valley of vifion. —Unwillingly mufti return 
to my Fort Auguftus narrative, though no 
motive lefs potent than a defire to gratify 

you, 
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you, would induce me to retrace fuch a 
fcries of crime, folly, and misfortune. Hear 
then, and be, if not amufed, at leaft in- 

ftruftcd. - - 

We three all fled at once our fcvcral ways, 
and left the demons of difcord and deceit to 
rule their votaries; none of us would have 
liked to have outftaid the other. My year's 
refidence in Clydefdale had revived and 
cherifhed the love of peace, virtue, and de- 
corum in my heart. The diforders of that 
moft beautiful, but mofttmhappy place,JFort 
Auguftusf, had (hewn me vic'e and folly in 
their uglieft afpedfc. Judge, thetf, whether* 
in thfe midft of tranquillity, mutual afle&ion,- 
domeftic harmony, and the efteem and good- 
will of & decent neighbourhood, I did not 
cajoy fifty fttuation, without repining after 
Isngfoid idfcheft, irifipid chit-chat, artificial 
wants, pdor attempts at finery, arid all the 
mortifications which refult from th6 feeble 
efforts of inferior people to gfafp that fleet- 
ing phantom ton. I am A wretched narrator> 
and miferabfe dhronologer 5 I write fluertdy 
from my heart, but vtry lamely from my 
memory, Two marriages, however, not of 

the 
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the number fkid to.be made in heayep, I 
-wijh detail; and let Defdemona heedfully 
attend, for %$ no fmall plague to me to 
rake up my recollections. ( r 

„ , My father removed to FortGeorge fotfit 
years ago, where he lives very happily, and 
$kjriyes much pleafure from his grand-chilt 
ffren.> .Different friends from Glafgowand 
Edinburgh have vifited us in this retreat.T-r 
By the death of my third fon, a charming 
infant,, who lived not many days, I, was con* 
«nced of what I could not have eafily be* 
Iieved>i that the death of fuch an infant could 
produce feyere feelings of forrow for tht 
time.; tx, thing, both fittful and unaccount- 
able^ I had, however j another fon remain? 
ing,, in whom all my delight waa catered, 
and .who was, indeed, every way an extraor- 
dfna^y child, fpoke, walked,, and fhewed 
tokens of fenfihility and underftanding long 
before the ufuai period. Strong, robuft, and 
manly, we looked on him as the future pillar 
pf our family, and never dreaded that ftroke 
which we bore fo ill /when it c^me, . |n th$ 
fatal May of 1789 our children were feized 

with 
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with the mealies, and had it favourably, all 
but the darling and pride of our hearts % 
who being feized at the fame time with a 
worm-fever, which we were not aware of, 
and kiiew not how to manage, made his 
fcfcape from the troubles of life, and left us 
overwhelmed with the moft finful and ex- 
travagant forrow. But you are no novice 
in diftrefs, and I will not awaken your griefs, 
by opening afrefli the wounds of mine. My 
conftkution, enfeebled by the rapid increafc 
of my family, was greatly impaired by this 
Ihock, but I have had better health fincc 
the birth of my twins, who, I hope will 
continue to be the youngeft. My fpirits are 
prdtty equal, though that fad event has ad- 
tied to my habits of mufing. 

The foil here is very rich, though the 
climate is cold and gloomy. I am very fond 
of the lower clafs of people; they have kn^ 
timent, ferious habits, and a kind of natural 
courtefy; in fhort, they are not mob, an 
animal which Smollet moft emphatically fays 
he detefte in its head, midriff, and members 5 
and, in this point, I do not greatly differ with 
him. You would wonder how many of the 

genteeler 
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gentceler clafs Uvc here. They are not rich 
to be fare ; fo much the better for us j 

" Where no contiguous palace rears its hea4* 
To fhame the meannefs of the humble fhed," 

people do very well, and keep each other in 
countenance. They have been njoftly in the 
army, are focially and kindly difpofed,.and 
have more both of fpirit and good-breeding 
than. is ufually met with in people of their 
pitch i and, as for an inclination to gaiety 
and hofpitality, you may judge of them by 
what you have feen among your quondam 
jjsighbours. If they have foibles, why fhquld 
I expatiate on them ? They have treated us 
^with uniform kindnefs and civility, and 
ihewn us as much friendship as, in their idea, 
becomes them, to, fuch as art not kindred, 
the fole.meafure ofaffe&ion here. I ihair 
quit the ungrateful topic of cenfure with 
serving, . that, after all, they have 'more 
dignity in their pride, and lefs abfardity 
in their vanity, than yopr Hibernian friend^ 
* for whqm $00 I ftill retain .a freaking kindr 
nefs,» after all: but iodecd J iaw an :e*cel r 
leot fample of them. ^ t 

I have made a great acquisition #f late -, 

a fine 
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& fine young creature, a relation of Mr. 
G.'s, who is under his prote&ion, and 
paffes the winter^with her friends in town, 
and the reft of the year here *. At more 
Ieifure I will tell you her ftory, but am now 
as fick of narrative as I have made you. 
Mr. G- has been at Edinburgh, attending 
the General Aflembly, which anfwers to 
your poor dead, or rather dumb Convoca- 
tion. I meet him next week at Lord Bread- 
albane's feat, where he is to come with 
fome of my GlafgoW friends. 

When I hear from you again I fhall ac- 
quaint you with the refult, and givt my 
ideas cooly and diftinftly on the fubjeft of 
your letter, and your prefent mode of living. 
I can now only congratulate you on enjoy- 
ing the fociety of your Louifa, to whofe fii- 
perior mind yours mu ft be a higher gratifica- 
tion than any that wealth can procure. What 
indeed can wealth procure that the vuigarcft 
wretch may not equally tafte and enjoy, ex- 
cept that firft of inteUeftual joys, which 
wealth fo rarely attains, the fociety of an 
elegant mind, purified by virtue, and en- 
• Mife Charlotte Grant, finccMri. Smith. 

dcarcd 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



THE MOUNTAINS, I93 

dcared by friendfhip. I long to hear of 
your croffing the mountains on a goat, and 
how Wales agrees with y<*i. I (hall mark 
the geographical bearing of my dwelling 
minutely in my next. We live about fifty 
miles from both Invernefs and Perth, which 
are the neareft towns ; yet, in fpite of dif- - 
tance and obfcurity, my fworn foe, the 
ton, purfues, overtakes, and furrounds me. 
Don't wait for a frank ; one who defpifes all 
other luxuries as I do, may well claim this 
fingle indulgence. Adieu ! beloved; 

I am yours unalterably. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 
TO MISS OURRV. 



Laggan, Sept. 3, 1791. 

Never did a cordial come more oppor- 
tunely to a poor creature fainting with weak- 
nefs, than my deareft A.'s kind letter, to 
foothe my agonizing heart, and divert*, for 
a little, my attention from one fad objeft, 

vol. 11, k which 
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which fixes and engrofles it, it fpitc of my 
prayers and endeavours* Pctrina, my lovely 
Petrina,the fweetiraagc of my dear lament- 
ed Peter, is no more. This is a wound very 
near the heart, and yet I muft own the juf- 
tice of it. I had a darling before, onwhofe 
animated and fenfible countenance.! gazed 
with unbounded rapture, and wJipxi^Zalways 
regarded with unwarrantable partiality. 
Yet I might well have judged, from his dif- 
ftmilarky to ourfelves, and the reft of the 
family, that he would not remain with us. 
After having dazzled and charmed us for 
four years and a few months, he returned 
to Him from whom he came, leaving us over- 
whelmed with exceffive and finful anguifh. 
About a year after his death, thofe twins were 
born. The eldeft I inftandy recognized to 
be the exadt refemblance of my fweet boy, 
whofe memory is twifted with the fibres of 
my heart. As lhe grew older, her vivacity, 
her open, generous temper, her robuft ap- 
pearance and quick growth, every thing re- 
newed him to us, as well as the expreflive 
and animated countenance that fejzed the 
eye of every ftranger, and the heart of every 

one 
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one of the family. Indeed fhe was too 
lovely, and, till a Week before her death, was 
tile very jM&ure of health and vigour. What 
£ profufion of love was heaped upon her, 
during the period of her fhort life. Her 
brothers and lifter*, het father, all doated 
upon her. But her heavenly Father has 
now vindicated his right, and puhifhed our 
pfefumptuous partiality. When I am abler, 
I fhall tax your patience with a recital 
of the aggravating circumftances of her 
death. I can now only tell you, that on 
Sunday, the iath," Ihe made* her way, 
through the keeneft igonies, to everlafting 
felicity. . K 

'«*' Ye that e'er loll an angel, pity me." 
Never thUd gave fo little trouble and fo 
much pleafur^ to parents. I well know how 
rich I am in remaining bleffings, and how 
both reafon and religion forbid repining/ 
becaufe he who has bellowed fo many good l 
gifts, fees fit in his own manner to refume 
then*. When the prayers I daily offer have : 
the defired effeflt, I may bow patiently to 
the divine decree; but now, my deareft . 
friend, a cup can only hold its fill, and mine 
k % ' is 
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is filled to the very brim. Were all my 
earthly comforts removed, I could only 
grieve, as I do now, as much as my nature 
can fuftain, though I might mourn longer 
and more excufably. Farewell. Be cha* 
ritable, for you do not know how you could 
bear this. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

* TO MISS OURRV. 

Laggao, Sept. 8, 1791. 
" MY DEAR FRIEND ! 

1 My laft fombre epiftle has, by this time, 
reached you, and awakened all your fym- 
pathy. It affords a ray of comfort to me at 
this diftance, to think you feel with, and 
for me. Thofe whb are immerfed, as moft 
people around you are, in -eager purfuit* of 
pleafure and ambition, can have no idea'of 
jiftrefs like mine. They have not the finv- 
plicity of tafte which enjoys and feels the 
attra&ive charm of infant innocence: Gatv 

thofe 
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thofc who grafp at a thoufand fhadows 
which render the mind both callous and 
faftidious, by their emptinefs and variety, 
contemplate with ftedfaft gaze and ever 
fie w deKght, the dawning of fenfibility, the 
unfolding blooms of intelligence and affec- 
tion ? It is in the fhady vales, the obfeure 
retreats of life, far from the noife oP tur- 
bulent paflions, and the parade of fplendid 
vanities, that the foft and kindly affeitiohi 
root deep, and flouriih fair. There all the 
pleafures they afford, are tafted in pcrfec* 
tion > but it is there, when thefe tender tie$ 
are broken, that anguifh is mod pungent- 
The twin fifter of my Petrina has been very 
unwell. I regarded her danger with com* 
pofure that excited rtiy own wonder. Per- 
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bleflcd heirs of immortality. O ! if this 
hope be finful, I am indeed a great finner ; 
it feeds my imagination, and cherifhes my 
heart, and, at intervals foothes my woe- 
worn fpirits into a fublime tranquillity. 
Sure we fliall not forget our fellow-travel- 
lers in this vale of mortality, in the bright 
regions of bleft futurity. We cannot re- 
tain a partial tecolle&ion of paft events, 
that is, w« cannot feparate the jrctrofpes- 
tion of them, from the remembrance of 
,thofe who have enjoyed and fuffiered with 
us in this tranfient (late of probation. How 
can we remember the nuinberfefs pacrcies 
received, the many dangers efcaped, and 
temptations refilled, which will * furnifh 
themes for praife, at leaft during our no- 
viciate in blifs— How, I fay, can we re- 
member thefe, without, at the fame time, 
calling back thole who were our afibciates 
in fuflcring, thofe who lived in our bofoms, 
and were to us the objefts of an innocent 
and pure afie&ion, fuch as helps to pre- 
ferve us from the contagion of the. world, 
and keeps the heart warm, aod open to the 
heft impreffions ? 

Mean, 
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Mean, obfcurc, and>dull as every thing 
muft appear to you here, I have fo made up 
my mind, and fo fore-warned and fore- 
armed you, that I look forward to next 
May, as the time that is to relieve jny mind 
♦of its burden. I am in no ^pain about find- 
ing 1 out a tolerabH Companion for you. I 
fliaH fet enquirers on foot very early, and 
Iriti engage that you fliall not find yoilff felf 
a ftrari£er here. At any rate, you fhall nidt 
Sojourn without benefit of clergy. As for 
your Glefcn, I can only fay, 'tis ftraitge**— 

" A woman tjxat bears all down with her brain, 
Should yield the world this afs." 

You wdl remember a time when the ami r 
fotrue b»mt with uncomrnori and imprudent 
ardour in the breaftof your friend,. Now, 
though I ufed to fight "iooth and n^il" for 
Scotland, I had not then jeflettion Enough 
to difcriminatc in my ckfenfive operations $ 
that there were two or three xaufes equally 
dear to me, bknded with my defence of 
Mother Meg— virtuous and dignified po- 
k 4 verty, 
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verty, elegance of fentimeut that lives in the 
heart and conduft, and fubfifts independent 
of loqal and tranfitory modes, a degree of 
amiable fimplicity among the middle ranks 
of life, and of modeft decorum, resulting 
from pious impreffions in the lower, not 
often to be met with in that clafs. For thfe 
eafe of our focial intercourfe, and our gene- 
ral good -will towards ftrangers, we are cer- 
tainly indebted to our former connexion with 
France. Our national pride and poverty, 
fo.well known, and fo generally ftigmatized, 
is, notwithftanding, of great advantage to 
us. From the one we derive a certain dig- 
nity, which whenjoined with our ordinary 
fenfe of integrity, prefcrves us from mean 
and unworthy aftions* Our poverty, again, 
produces frugality and temperance, for 
which I fiear you obferve, we are not muqh 
to be thanked. Obferve the inference. ~ 
* * * * * . # # . 
Clanfhip, doubdefs, narrows the affedtions, 
and produces many abfurd and unpleafing 
aflbciations ; yet it is better to love forty or 
fifty people warmly and exclufively on ab- 
furd 
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furd grounds, than to love nobody at all ; 
and then pretend to love all the world (which 
does notcareaftrawfor you), as the Parifian 
philofophers do, on whom the demons of 
icepticifm and difcord will foon vifit all the 
mifchiefs they are doing, and the far greater 
mifchicfs they occafion. My poor dear Ody f- 
fcy tells a fine ftory of TEolus having the 
winds in a bag, and what havoc followed 
when they were unfkilfully let out. Now I 
: think popular writers poffefs bags, in which 
thofe winds are contained that blow the em- 
bers of difcontent into flames of deftrudlion. 
What a dreadful account is to be made for 
the ufe of power fo unlimited ! No defpotifm 
is like that pra&ifed by the rulers of 
opinion; but 1 believe it is become cuf* 
tomary to have no fettled opinion, but to 
keep the mind open for the reception of ex- 
perimental whimfies. I feel the water deeper 
every moment, and will retiirn to avoid 
drowning. Shallow ftreams are fafeft $ 
therefore Ibid you heartily farewell. 
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LETTER XL. 
TO MRS* SMITH, GLASGOW. 

4 ' , Uggan, Oa. 4, 1791. 

MY DEAR FRIEKD, 

I had a hurried letter from you more 
;than a month ago. Left I forget again to 
tell you, I have heard twice* from Mi&O. 
fince (he went into Gtouccfterfhire, where 
ihe is very happy with her aunt> to whom 
lhe muft be a great comfort. The. health 
and freedom fhe enjoys ia^ that peaceful 
retrtat focm to have gtven^ancw turn to her 
IpiritSi She is evidently more cheerful, and 
makea tefle&ions on her. fituation fimilar to 
your own; Her invaluable friend has, I 
J*ope?by this time, received her. at'London. I 
always forgotto tcilyou Mr. Grant's anfoter 
|p your quej#> u whethfer he, had changed his 
jnind about never more going from home**' 
!He bida ratJay he has been; kifliwg his 
doorr^pofts ever fince his return, andUtorajis 
finds his, devotion to his Jioufeholdgdds 
much iacreafedL by any ; &fpenfion-^f>the 
/ -•* ufual 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



THE MOUNTAINS. ftO^ 

ufual worfhip. Yet I doubt not, the in- 
ducement of being able to carry thcfe 
teraphim with him, might induce him to 
travel a good way in a given direction. 
What a ftrollcr I have been this fummer ! 
When children came one at a time, I ftaid 
at home, and attended to them with great 
care j now they come in pairs, I (camper 
away like a hen oftrich, or a fine lady. I 
began my career by going to my father's in 
ipring. That was on bufinefs, and I only 
ftaid two days. You know where we m^t 
in June. When I returned, I was obliged, 
in confequence of an old engagement, to 
vilit fome friends in the lower part of the 
country, at a moft beautiful place about tch 
miles diftancc. I left C. in the houfe of the 
paftor there, when* you have heard me 
mention as a pcrfon of fine taftc, fupcridr 
abilities, andextenfive information. ] Ihould 
have told 1 you, how I happened, at this timd, 
to go to Fort Auguftus. I haveacoufin, who 
fuccceded my father in his office there, ahd 
poffeffes a large farm in the neigbourhood. 
>He had a moft proofing &tai \y growing u|J, 
and was vcrypnotfperousaa tbc wof^ having 
J. .4 k 6 fallen 
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fallen into the fucceffion of a fmall eftate 
Tince Ik came there. • But, lately they met 
with the deepeft affii&ion* in confequeace 
of having loft, at one time, their favourite 
fon and daughter, the one about eighteen*, 
the other nineteen years old. Their father> 
always infirm and delicate, fell into a dan- 
gerous illnefs foon after, from which he is 
now flowly recovering. Mr. Grant had 
to go over to attend a church court, to be 
held there laft week, and I accompanied 
him. We took ^nodd fancy, for grave peo- 
ple ten years wedded j and, what was moll 
to be wondered at, the propofal was not 
mine, to whom you would moft readily im- 
pute it. It was, to leave the vehicle and 
Angus at the foot of iCorryarick, to go the 
circuitous road, which you may remember, 
while we took the fhepherd's foot-path from 
the bridge, which leading down a fteep, 
where no carriage can venture, Jed into, the 
tang-known, , dear-loved reoefles; on >ahe 
bgtde*? of the Tarfe, where the hazel-* woods* 
the echoing Drhnen Dnie> and the chaira% 
ii>g waterfall that I have fo often defcribed 
to you, lay in our path. Now you are not to 

ftippofe 
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fuppofc that we were fo much of a Cory don 
and Paftora, as to come here for the mere 
purpofe of enjoying fylvan beauties, and 
revivingtender recolleftions. It was humane, 
for it faved the poor horfe; it was prudent, 
for it faved near two miles * it was civil, for 
it managed our time and road fo as to put it 
in our power to vifit our friends atCulachy,. 
to whole abode this pathway was a fhort 
cut. But you have no idea of the wild beau- 
ties of this walk y their fhades, facred fo 
often to contemplation and to friendfhip, 
have improved in folemnky and variety- in 
the ten years interregnum. When the triad 
ufed to find fuch pleafure in haunting thefe 
deep retreats, the trees were not near fo 
y lofty, the incurfions of hunters were more 
frequent, the country was more populous ; 
but now die coppice is become a grove, 
whofe tenants have increafed, confeious of 
their fafety. Oh ! that you could fee thefe 
hazel bowers, and the light feftoons of 
wild honeyfuckle pendent from their top* 
mod .branches ! That you could hear the 
fweet refponfes of native mufic, the deep 
murmur of the dark and fecret ftream, and 
: v . the 
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the myfterious echo of Drimen Duie!* 

Thefe are, indeed, like founds 

" Sent by fplrits to mortals good, 
Or th' unfeen genius of the wood." 

Do you think we could pafs by the beautiful 
rocky bafin I have fo often told you of, 
where a little tributary ftream falls m 
broken rills down a fteep rock, decked with 
fantaftic tufts of flowers and nodding plants ? 
We did not pafs it by, but flood a while on 
the brink, recollefting the affociate of our 

* Drimen Dole, often mentioned in thefe letter*, 
is a very angularly fhaped eminence, near three 
miles above Fort Auguftus, in the deep woody re- 
cedes of Glentarfe. It proje&s forward into an angle 
formed by oppofing precipices, on the oppofite" fide 
of the Tarfe, from which it is divided by the river, 
which makes a quick turn round the bafe of this, 
beautiful height, the fummit of which is flat and co- 
vered with verdure and flowers; while the fteep fide* 
are adorned with the mod beautiful ihrubs j and the 
opposite caverns reverberate every found in futh a 
inanner, that mnficin this spot has a angular and fine 
effejft.— The jocky hafin (mentioned alfo in this 
page) receives a finall fall of water which, defends 
from the lofiy rock that, bounds Glentarfe, half a- 
jn3e below^ Drimeri Duifc." " "'" ' ' ' '' 

wild 
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wild wanderings, and the unequalled melody 
of the richcft and mellowed wood notes 
that ever met my ear. For here we ufed to 
reft and liften to * c fongs divine to hear ;" 
either fuch plaintive notes as the ^ voice of 
Cona fung," given in his native language, or 
our own fweetcft paftoral lays, fung with 
fimplicity, tafte, and expreffion, that will 
never meet again in thefe days of artifice. 

" O, loft Ophelia, fweetly flow'd the day, 
To feel thy muiic with my foul agree ; 
To tafte the beauties of thy heartfelt lay, 
r ,.* . f o taffo £i^d fancy it was dear to iim !" e 

I could not help faying this to my com- 
panion, here, where her image fecnped to 
jhover, We paid the due tribute of tender-r 
jiefs to the memory of our hard-fated friend; 
tendcrnefs Uri mingled with regret i for we 
^rere pkafed to think fhe was efcaped from 
*a world, where ftie, in particular, had fo 
much to fufF!?r 3 , and fo little to enjoy. Full 
of he* refepiblanee, we followed the courfe 
of the ftreata which led to the houfc of her 
favourite brother. He was hot at home^ but 
his pre tty little wife welcomed ms. with a grace 
and cordiality that made us regret having 
f * only 
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only a fingle hour to fpend with her. When 
we emerged from ef the valky of vifion," 
and faw Loch Nefs from the eminence on 
which the houfe ftands, I fek as if time had 
run back j but that was a mere momentary 
fercfation. I will not tell you how glad my 
relations were to fee me, or how the vil- 
lagers flocked about me, to tell all their 
intervening hiftory ; but finding it vain to 
hope for folitude and quiet, to perform one 
of my cuftomary acts of recollect ion y I rofc 
one morning at five, and went round the 
boundaries of our old domain and the Fort, 
then crofledthe bridge of Oich, and, from 
the rocks oflnchnacardach, took a widefur* 
vey of the lake, then a perfedt mirror, and 
the noble fteep of Sigchurman, decked with 
fan taftic wreaths of rolling mift,that changed 
their form every moment as the fun broke 
out upon them. I retired towards Inchna- 
cardach, where I mufed, undifturbed, till 
fancy had her fill. I felt like a perfon trans- 
planted to the poetical fhades, who wanders 
among myrtle groves and elyfian vales in 
penfive contemplation, and fees the ftiadowy 
forms of thofe beloved in life, and mourned 

in 
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in death, glide filenfc by him. The fweet 
recefies, and fequcftered fcenes, in the 
vicinity, are become more beautiful than 
ever. I took a kind of folemn delight in 
thus retracing my wonted paths among 
them ; and, you may well believe, fancy 
peopled them with the fhades of the de- 
parted. The gende fpirit of poor Mrs. N. 
was not abfent. Her death, or rather her 
rcleafe from life, I could think of with 
ierenity, when I recollected how much fhe 
deferved, and how little fhe obtained, in 
this ftate of probation. Her father, whom I 
have fo often looked on with indifference, I 
regarded with unmixed companion. Any 
thing fo forlorn and helplefs I have not feen. 
He feemed pkafed to fee me for her lake, 
and tried in trembling accents, to fpeak of 
her. My coufin feemed gratified by our 
vifit, and I was. glad we made it. I fiwr 
feveral people to whom I wifh well, whom- 
I lhall probably never feeagain. Then 
my mind ^ras fo eafy with regard to the 
family, and the little Gemini, as Charlotte 
had the* entire charge of thepi, who is the 

very 
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very bcft deputy matron I ever *knew^ 
Ypu fee I have made the raoft of this fum- 
mcr, being the firft, iincc I waa. married, 
that I was not very particularly /engaged 
at home* , ■ , , 

It will refrelh you, after all this tragi-p^f- 
toral, to bear that Gwynn is married quit? 
to his mind, and is the happieft of human 
beings. Though no one had more the Rabies 
and notions of a confirmed bachelor, yet, 
firmed only for d<vhcftic life, he languish- 
ed in mftdefs apathy, wanting he kije* 
not what, for he was carefully taught *p 
defpifc matrimony. He has got a very 
good Htde womaq,with an eafy temper, an4 
ji^ftas much intellect as he would wifh for, 
who loves him, and has brought him a fine 
child, in which he takes great pleafure. All 
this fills the void in his heart, and the va- 
cancy in his time, that m^him formerly 
moft deplorably liftlefs, though the beft 
Jieartcd creature imaginable, A brother of 
his wife who died abroad, has left her a 
pretty little fortune ; fo he has, every way, 
drawn a|>rize in the lottery of marriage. 

Good 
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Good connections are not wanting, for the la- 
dy is one of Mr.Grant's hundred kinfwomen, 
and, confequently, M. Gwynn is now allied 
to us. What a privilege ! Now that I have 
given you no brief abftraft of my fummer 
carnpain fince I faw you at our affignation 
in Canmore, you muft needs do juftice to 
my diligence in recording important tranf- 
a&ions. Though you fhould not hear froih 
me for half a year to come, thefe comment 
taries will bearwitnefsofmyunfhaken fide- 
lity. Now let me hear you vertture, after 
&is, to fay you have nothing material. In 
return for thefe reveries of folitude, you owe 
me fomething from the bufy haunts of meri. 
Retirement at the Fairly is a mere pretence. 
You go to be merry* and at eafe, among 
y^ur intimates, and then call it retiring.-^- 
We found all well at home, and the Httfc 
gemini the fineft amufing little creatures. 
How lucky for you that I am near the end 
of my paper, or they might A 

" Live in defcription, and look fquat in fong^" 

for fquat they both arc, this moment, on 
the floor. But I cannot " paint, ere they 
charige, the Cynthia of the minute," though 

you 
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you fhould take an interefi in them as the 
favourite playthings of your affe&ioriate 
friend ! 



LETTER XLL 

TO MRS SMITH, GLASGOW, 

Laggan, Q£h 7, 1791. 
MY D^AR FRIEND, 

By a letter from Charlotte, while at 
Edinburgh, I find there is ppe from you on 
the> way j fo that I can write agarta ?withoi|& 
defending from my dignity j and I can do 
this with the more eafe of mind* a§ my Itede 
twins , are xww recovered from die fmail- 
pox. -They *tre the beft children I ever iad, 
and very hpalthy and pleafont-locking; My 
eldeft girl is now ftaying here, and .yraar 

name-daughter with .Duncan at the Fort^ 

* * * * # . * , r 

Thefe are tjie outlines, as far as I caadi;aw 
them, of . this , ( triad. You will fmife, . #pd 
call it a panegyric. Though very unjike 

each 
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each other in many refpe&s, one character- 
ise feature of fimilitude runs through them 
all. They are all artlefs and difinterefted : 
no traces of mean cunning or felfifh grafp- 
ing. This is an indication of an enlarged 
mind ; and, befides thp future promife, has 
a prefent good effedt. Whatever they have 
they fhare with each other with readinefs 
and pleafure ; fo there is one fource of 
wrangling and debate flopped. They all 
give pretty ftrong proofs of feeling as well as 
underftanding 5 and it is by the manage- 
ment of thefe* feelings that I propofe, in a 
great meature, to fway them, till their minds 
open and ftrcngthen, fo that 1 one may rea-. 
fan with them without teaching them par- 
retism-. This, perhaps, might not be a fofe 
way in the world; but, if ever children can 
be brought up with uncorrupted hearts, 
they have a chance of being fo. Their 
number, and being altogether ftrangers to 
thofc indulgences which wealth and eafe 
admit of, will entirely prevent their Being 
foftened into a fickty fertfibility, by thofq 
feelings being exercifed. For the art lies 
in dire&ing them to thofe ends for which it 

is 
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is prcfumcd they were bellowed. In the 
firft place, I am at the utraofl pains to fix 
.their affe&ions ; we Ihould be unhappy if 
we thought they loved any one near fo. well 
as their parents. Indulgence will not pro- 
duce this effeft folely v for to that there muft 
at laft be limits ; and a child, who is very 
feldom refufed any thing, confiders* refufal* 
an injury. When this happens oftener*, the- 
fear of being mortified makes him reflect 
before he, makes any requcft, whether it4?e 
a proper one* One or two indulged chik 
dren might be endured $ but a .large family 
of them would ybe Tophet and uehennft. 
The thing is, to endeavour early fo to 
manage their feelings and aflfe&ions, that 
they (hall fhrink from the idea of giving 
pain to thofe they love. Having made 
fure of their afFe&ion, tfce next point is to 
fecure their efteem, that>it may ftamp au- 
thority on my decifiojis, and preferve that 
refpeft fo neceflary for maintaining my in- 
fluence. Shall I confefc to* you, that the 
moft finilhed coquet was never at greater 
pains to appear to advantage befort? <ft6F* 
lovers, than I am to conceal 4vt*y deleft 
i and 
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aiKi weaknefs from my children. Thus I 
endeavour, by exciting their veneration, to 1 
preferve my afcendancy over their inflexible* 
and unformed minds. My great objed is 
to farm their hearts to an ardent love of* 
virtue, to a 'generous admiration of fuperior 
excellence, and to compafiion, not only for 
the weakneffes but even the vices of their 
fellow-creatures. I would have them cheriih 
thofe pure and delicate fentiments, which 
make the vices of others not appear to them 1 
as objeds of acrimonious cenfure and felf- 
applauding companion ; that they lhall as 
habitually turn from the view of human 
nature thus degraded and deformed, as we 
do from any objed that is peculiarly dif- 
gufting to our fenfes. In that cafe, they 
will turn their eyes with pleafure on every 
view of 'the- human charader which ftill 
retains any traces of that divine image in 
which we were created ; v 

<« Tho^ ibllied and diftionof'd, ftill divine." 

It is not by formal maxims; or frigid pre- 
cepts, that we teach them^ the great doc- 
trines of morality; yet we are continually 
in a powerful, though indited manner 

imprefling 
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impreffing them on their minds. I never 
forbid them formally to fteal or covet, to 
«envy or traduce, becaufe, " they thgve the 
commandments,' * and are taught m reve- 
rence them as the dictates of infpiratioh ; 
and becaufe I never obferved in them the 
leaft fymptom of a fordid or malignant in- 
clination. But in my general difcoiirfe, ; in 
the converfation I have with their father, or 
others, in their pre fence, I always fet the 
contrary virtues in the ftrongeft, fairefl: 
light; avoid as much as poffible, talking 
of other people's follies or crimes j and, 
fhould they be. cafually mentioned, pais 
them lightly over with an air of indifference' 
or difguft, not calculated to excite their* 
attention or curiofity. 'Tis a fad thing that 
children fhould be taught, by the example 
of their feniors, to purfue vice into all Its * 
dirty recefles ; and to triumph in their fuperi- 
erity anddifcernment in making dircoveries, : 
which when they are made, afford neither 
profit nor pleafure. I prefer the more plead- 
ing tafk of infinuating inftru&ion, and awajt- 
ingthe generous thrill of emulative defire, 
by pointing out to their enamoured view all 

that 
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th^t is great, lovely, or excellent, in the chv 
rafters of the living or the dead i nay, even 
of thojt.that never lived or died, except in 

, tljc csjgfcigfc imagination of poets and phi^Q- 

f ^^ienS^Jfot but that 1 greatly prefer e*- 
^mples drawn from reality. What is ne- 
x;effary to be known of evil, by way of guard 

, fir prevention, m^y be very foon acquired ; 
{or the who|e world are in a combination to 
imprefs that kind of inftrv&iocu When I 
rc warded their hearts, and enriched 
eir apflfte, with abftra&s of all that iwf- 
donjf and devotion^ truth, honour, magna- 

-, jnemty^and tepdernefs have done to adorn 
and exalt our nature, I defcenfl aftgp lower 
in the fcak of cxiftence, and ma^e; them, 

. pbferve and plmire the gdelity, affe&ioiy, 
maternal tendernefs, attachment, and gentle- 
nefs, which are feen in little birds and 
domeftic animals* All this helps to im- 
prefs ftill ftronger on their minds the fenfe 
I would have them entertain of thefe "qua- 
lities whenever they inept with them. After 
thus endeavouring tp give a right direction 
to tnat generofity and tendernefs with which 
it has pleafed God to endow them, I woura 
y9f.. ii. "* l (though 
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approve and wifli&i', wJUnamhtliy^i^fifit 
^fitmi awcH'prineipfedihitidi a^linglidrt, 
and a joft and cultivated tafte. BfpecuBty 
'•when th^ manneivofthofe they look tijjrto 
"for examples are not devoid of that tbftnefs 
which delicacy of fentimerft alWtys^jfttt* 
duces. Fot'mls and pii^Ko a«i ; ^^fc 
ibperftitfon of good breeding, $&1^ %- 
quired and of ttttfe *ktae. u Tfce f ialfc if 
faihionabie manners, the dctkthltoed '&%- 
confident feate, nothing bgtMxiag i&$h 
s with fafhibnable people can giy£ ? J at kaft 
Jftooldfuf^aa }ittl?'naf|W^rorfi/^#her^ 
it grew wild, A perton* whb, to a &&$> 
ami in Tome meafu^e fultivafcd, under- 
ftanding, *dds modelfty, genlfleWs^^ 
ftttie refineriient of tafte, may not bfc *&. 
gant, but can fcarcely be vulgar P A«*l &*h 
manners may, by a flight culture, &e im- 
proved into elegant 'fimplicity, of aljelegaflt 
things the moft defirable, Though degince 
J - 7 thbuld 
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sthek miiKbimprcffed with that traedigfttty, 
^whidiis compatible with any fcation whrdi 
One may fuppofe die daughter of a gentle- 
man, in the ordinary courfe-of H&, either 
~*o raife or fmk into. You know what my 
*eligkms opinions arc, and what wiipeak- 
able importance I attach to them ; fb you 
may believe we are at aH times anxious to 
Jeave this invaluable legacy uhimpaiced to 
thofc who have fo lkde befide to inherit 
;#Om m. On thefc fufe$e£fcs you aiid I harre 
<but one opinion -, and I am fo unfolhiona We 
^s to thinks one never can begin too foon Co 
dife& a chjW ? s hopes and fears to their pr6- 
jw arul ultimate ohjeft; though reafon 
»0|uft not be addrdled till it unfolds* fyt 
J^pfpmclmg children to^ife wo^wWl- 
:«£ annexing ideas -to them, which is juft 
Mhe parrQtifm that' 1 diflike. You wffl 
^ponder td feaie dwdl fo much on culti- 
vating the tafte, when I am tirth an-ad- 
■ ; ,» ■ ft *• a mirer 
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ty\^j£m butl refg$d 

Uftp : ^s j ^n Qutguard of virtue ; a juft and 
ncgulatcd tafte would; make *he 'kgity^ the 
abfurdity, the jcunning and meannefs, which 
pftenacppmpany depraved incliijations^raoa 
obvious and difgufting- Bcfidcs, it places 
every chara> 9f alj-beautcous nature cy?jy 
gr^ce apd ornament of ingenious art, in jhe 
^ireft pofcitpf viqw s whicji Jws the; happiffft 
_<;#e& i*pen die heart and temper. Tirpe 
^p4 ptper fp confine ipe* fhat, I piuft.re- 
J$tv£ $\ th^t crowds on -roe to anfwer the 
<$y$&itWi ypu \yill naturaUy p&e tojthU 
<9igcte pf ^cation,. , My children, you wi]l 
/ay, after tewg brought up to ^iy yafli, w# 
Jbc, ffter all, .bpt ^mifble.igppramuft^ ,i$- 
*<ajwintec} ,wtfh hi?roan li|c, ; and Hn^M<p, 
,#$81 fheir t fxtr$me fixppjiqty, to war4 t #ff 
ti^ v blows pfmaliccy or aypid the fi^pe^pf 
decqk. , , Sojcpe acquaintance with ( })Uf^n 
4?pravify*j you will fay, is r pu?qf fifoiy $r 
enabling i^s to a&VMth,djie c^ti<^^i* cor- 
rupt work?. ,. I ,anfwer, that they will find 
f *po WW inftrufftcjrsin #i\* cropked faience, 
ap^ Hpow byjt jqpq fpon what every on£ is 
lQPJWi%B apd^lctatpaclu ^licacy and 
V .: a high 
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» high principle is a better guard than' cun- 
ning and fufpicion. A perforf poflfcfled of 
the former qualities, feels not at home or eafy 
With artificial characters, and (brinks uncon- 
fcioufly from the approach of the callous and 
defigning. A large family is a little edmrriu- 
nity Within itfelf. The variefty of difpofi- 
tion*, the neceffity of making occafionat 
facrifices of humour and ihcKnation, and, 
at other tim*s,. refilling aggreffion or to- 
troachment, wheri properly direfled by ah : 
over-ruling mind, teach both firmnefe and 
flexibility, as the occafion may call forth thfc 
exercife of thofe qualities, Refpeft arid 1 
fubmiffion to the elder branches of a 
family, tendernefs and forbearance to the 
younger, all tend morfc td moral improve-^ 
ment, if property managed, thah volumes 
of maxims and rules* of cbnchift. With 
regard to fliodefty and deference too, people 
iri our fituation muft needs erifbix&^fcofe 
in felf defence. In a cottagtf,' whert^hfil^ 
dren are continually under the eye of tKettf 
parents, and confined within narrow bounds, 
petulance would be purgatory. This detail 
of mine wants nothing but a little method 
l 3 and 
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and arrangement to be the ape of ak&ure* 
Regard, however, with indulgence, the 
hjrilX flitch, which ccmveys^to you forae 
idea of the manner in which we endeavour 
to difchargp the meft ia*portaj|t of allfixaafe 
obligations, though a raoft confided and) 
impcffe& abftrad of our own very impcr- 
feft fcheaje. You Trill be partial to U* 
merely becaufe it is oura* If you arc dif- 
aDpoiflfed, my beft apology muft be sen 
minding you how often you have fobeiteA 
this, brief chronicle* Now reward mp 
t^abous bjear-eyed vigil, by giving mc at 
miiUJtp aa account of your family as I have 
gv^fl you of mine. Mr. Grant begs to bet 
m^ rw»emberqd t^MF.Snaithi who, C 
trufi, has not forgotten that I can't endure 
tp be forgotten; I am charmed with tket 
accqijnts I hear of Mrs. B;'s little {amity* 
Make py love acceptable Go her, and be- 
lieve me, b fpite of matrtnaoay, diftaixe, 
«pd Drimoqhter, «oft truly* wjft teadctly^ 



4* 
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*• Hit* dtffc»ttfr ' l 

- Yowt rnay bci^roe I *eccreectlrirf* wf: 
grwfc-idkftfwe a^aflbrancc of wl>ai before L 
gp^y doubled, tlttt. yew will oaor moce 
tmfathc th^puremourttakgate,^ pregnatc<i 
^itfr^hpfofanre h^tariiy aoddiffiifivc of the 
ijwartt c ©fi wRfcokfome poverty > the train 06 
tfgfd, ftrevvy, Mdihard-featurcdvirtues fa*i 
Jlfc*#&led- l^ou fee* riotwifchftanding yoa* 
gootjhbwnwnrcdnrony^ the hypoihefisoCiU 
QUt^ida continues ^o he a favooritroncwitht 
m^>; and Ldcfpair not of making you, oifc 
rate>najvgrat«ids, ajprafelytemmy opinion/ 
When Ecaooe wasutlw Jand. of wit ami vc^ 
ftnemett, if not ofwifdam r ifw*sa>raa»im 
qf one of ids befc anchors, that we are aiLiit 
fytrifrdcgrQtyle&ajriinau.v (Fhabitud that, 
qi Abort, forma 6£ii£r tia&ure our virtues; 
vith their peculiar dye, and not only often' 
: v. L4 produce, 
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produce, but in fome meafure excufe and 
palliate our vices. This is no flattering 
hypothefis for me. It always humbles mc 
in my own eyes, by reminding mc, Akt 
from the examples I have feen, from the 
pure precepts, and fafe obfeuritjr under Ac 
influence of which I was educated, far from 
all that corrupts the heart and dalles the 
imagination $ I fay whfenl rttte& wall thefc 
collateral aids to the propenlkietof a Warm 
heart, in which the feeds k>f mi A wcrtfwiljr 
fcwn, Imuft in common honefty difchem 
your compliments. So circumftanced, I 
muft have been a monfter of depravity, hacf 
ladled through life with lefs pra&ical re- 
Terence for virtue than I have done. Though 
I hare all Ae abhorrence of vice natural to 
a pcrfon of ilrong feeling, living much out 
of its reach; yet, when I fee, as it often 
happens, ftrong flafhes of gencrofity, pro- 
bity, and humanity, breaking through the 
gloom of mental flo A and ignorance, and 
calling a traniknt luflw over charadbtrs, 
debafed by habitual vice&^ which too earfy 
interconrfe wkh a bad world have produced, 
my heart mdts to, Ainlt howt anoiabk Aofe 
^ . might 
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might have been, had they gone out into thfc 
wwfd, fortified with good principles, and 

.acquainted with fublimer pleafurcs than 

": ffee world has to beftow. - - ; > - - * 

Now here are two marked inftancea of vir- 
tues fo modified, that have had foimall 

^influence on your own mind, 

I fee ypu have greatly miftaken my politi- 
cal creed, which is borrowed from a much 
founder judgment than my own, and much 
nearer your own than you are aware vof. The 
only real grievance Scotland labours under, 

• originates with landholders $ perhaps, more 
remotely, in commerce ; finee the tide t>f 
wealth which commerce has poured into 
the northern part of the ifland, has led our 
trading people to contend wkh our gentry, 
in all the exterior elegancies of life. The 
fctftf r feem flung with a jealous foHcitude> to 
preferve their wonted afcendancy overrthsir 
new rivals!. Thfe preeminence can o*kp 
be kept up by heightening at all hazard* 
their lands. Thus the aockot adfeecentscoE 
their famiHes are displaced. Tiiefe^ having} 
been accuft^MTied ta^a life of:devotion/;im^) 
piitity, iamk £higa!Ui7y.a^i^^g^i>i^^^ 
:-;*. »n - l 5 endure 
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ffldwc hoager> fatigue* and hard&ip, whik 
following their cattle over the mountainn 
wnavigaang the ftormy feas that funround 
their iflands* form the beft refource? of the 
flair, when difficulties, fitch as the inba^ 
bitants of a happier region are ftrangers to, 
muft be encountered for ha fervice, When 
wc confider this world as merely, a paffing 
fecne, at the condufion of which the quel** 
tion wili not be, who has fgpported the moft 
confcqueatial charaftcr, but who has a$g<t 
beft the part allotted, we rauft look upc* 
that «s the belt destination, which affords 
the wideft fcope for the txtsdfc and effects 
of various virtues. In civilized fociety* 
wealth docs, and muft give influence * Lwjc 
it .would be a wretched ftate indeed, in 
which wealth fhould be the oily diftindtion* 
A man whofc anceftors have rendered them- 
fibres for a cowrfe of time eminent in 
ifcteftatc, has generally fotne amodg them, 
to^rhom. he looks back for example, and 
Aofe virtues and abilities refleft luftre on 
his defendants. Though the depravity of 
our nature appears but too confpicuoufly 
among the higher $la£t* of mankindi yat 

among 
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maeumg theft. tao» tateots and merit appear 

with, gittfcei fytendour, and are of mora 

ofsnamoot *ad Jcrvice to mankind; than thfl 

faxnc qualities : in their inferiors. Cottde* 

fccofion and affkbiKty, , jb» inftancc, / Mrouid 

wwiih, if we were all equal. The charitjr 

and hofpitalky of a nobleman will be moot 

admicedandihnitated than die ftnae quali-i 

ties ia a<weai thy tradefman; 

v ^ *' A ftfat in crape, is twice a feint k lawn." 

In fhort, every thing that decora**, or en* 
lightens, is bed feen from an eminence; 
Nothing but pure patriotifm, great poverty^ 
and perfeft equalhjc, anaflembiagewefhaU 
never fed combined, could make a republic 
on a large fcale at all fupportable. Be- 
lieve me, I have no prejudice againft mo* 
narchy, mildly exercifed, or duly limited; 
I c onfidet it as an inftiturion, naturally: 
growing out of that patriaickal fovereignty, 
which, in the primitive ages,> the ^parori*, 
doubly revered for hi^maAy, years andgrcat 
experience, was won* to excrtifc over his 
numerous ^nd obedient offspring, larfc 
ftate, where.no unalhbyedcgood is indulgad 
lor w x wd often* &ctl«ut belfewirckaT^ -wlwn 
l6 ' of 



of many evils we chpfe the leafL iFormjr 
own part, .though I were foFroncfa and ib 
new-fangled as to co&fider all kgal goverfrw 
ments as monfters let loofe to cat up^Ubcr* 
ty, I lhould ftiil prefer the thrcc^hcadcd 
Ccrberus, whole felutary terrors prevent the 
condemned from entering the regions of 
bhfs, like our threefold government, whole 
terrors only affeft the wicked j *rca tbi% 
I fay, I fhould prefer to the many * headed - 
hydra, who, breathing death and contagion 
indrfcrimmatcly, may reprefent the batba* 
rous genius of mob government. Npw^tfcat 
I am got into claffical allufions, permit roc* 
to Burkifg a little longer* and to afibrc 
you that I lhould be very, much grieved ta 
fee that good old lady, or gentleman, (J 
know not which* to call it,) the Conftitu- 
tion, cut up and difmembcred, becaufe it 
has a few wrinkles or grey, hairs* or to fee 
Medea's old kettle put cm again, while 
Mr. mi mj . and Lord JL flood chief cooks,: 
and Tom Paine fcullion. I think I fee MarjB ; 
W t ■ " and fo many more public- fpiriocd 
ladies bringing aprons-ioll of herbs, like 
witches, to the magic caiildroa, . Thexuy* 

of 
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cf the Almighty baffle our penetration; 
This temporary triumph of irrcligion an* 
ffdfe philafophy svttl tear the maikoffthe 
monfter, who, wrapt in the fpedous dif* 
gdi&of moderation, and fpeaking the lao^ 
goage of fentiment and liberality, has fiat 
near a century paft been undermining: the 
foundatian&of religion and morality* What 
pains; have been taken tb promulgate that 
profound tftfeovery, " that bigotry arid reli- . 
gfrras zeal have done more hurt in foefctyv 
than fcepticifm and all die mere fpeculativc 
evib of philofophy." The rcafon is plain. 
Great bodies of people were confederated i 
together, under the influence of bigotry and 
fuperftition. The crafty and ambitious few 
made diepafficffisoftheweU-iiicaning, though 
ignorant, many, fubfervient to their cruelty 
and avarice* and thus produced thofe tra- 
gedies which deform the face of hi ftory. But 
hitherto thefe enlightened philofophershavc 
been difperfed here andithere, without num-f 
bcrs or cohefionto enable, them to begin 
their practical operations. We, have never* 
tiUnow>feeji a natioti-ofrefinecl enlightened i 
infidels governed by the di&atcs of philo!*, 

fophy* 
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fophy ; ancUt is to be hoped.that the worhfc 
mill be terrified and warned by the dreadfuT 
pedicle. I here dedicate to you the firfbti 
fruits of my pen upon the ajxiuou* and intri-, 
catc fiibjcft of politics 3 and a? I am pretty* 
much of opinion it will alfo be my laft *x-* 
eurfion into, thofe unexplored rcgions > pray 
regard it with fome fellow feeling, it being 
Hfce yourfclf, an only child. Mr. Grant 'has 
not yet conquered his aljoniflunent at ybur 
growing fat. € t Biefs me, Mifa Oorry Ac I 
'tis impoffiblc:" his fancy had formed y©& 
a mere fkeleton. A few grey hairs begin 
already to adorn my temples. The fmatt 
portion which fell to my (hare of cc eeleftiaL 
rofy red," has moft-ambitioufly forfaken 
ks native ftation, and mounted up to my 
♦Hack-luftre ey*s." Conftant fo4ici*ude 
and the cares of the nurfery have made me 

« Like a meagre mope adtift and thin, 
In a loofe night-gwu «f my own wan Ada." 

twill defcribe no longer. Come, fee, and 
conquer. Receive numberlefe loves from 
thofe I beft love, and believe me i 
- Yours, from hei- hteart, and unaltered. 
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tKTTBJl XLU& 
TO MISS OUfcHY^ 

Laggan, Oa. 30, 179U 
<■ Yoy will not let mc alone, not will J 
f^ivc up my point. In fpite of your raillery^ 
I infift that the tics of hlpod bind ftronger, 
and the duties of relationfhip are better un- 
derstood in ; the Highlands, than any where 
clfe. I by no means except the X-ow coun- 
try of Scotland. This too is not a rcfle&ed 
moral fenfe of duty, but the mere effeft of 
hpneft habits and falutary prejudices. 'Tis 
a lingular inftance of the Almighty's good- 
nefe, th*t, in thefe poor barren countries, 
from, which, he ha& withheld fo.jnany of the 
bleffing$ he beftows ,on others the, few 
yho poffefs any portion pf wealth fhould be 
ftixnulated. by thofe kindly propenfities to 
diffufc itaniongtheir remote relations. Thcfe 
laft, befides the habitual pride and indo- 
lence attending imagined high birth, have 

not,* 

m 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



3f3 :MTT!KS *R©ttft 

not, frorti education or fituation, the means 
of procuring a livelihood, as in wealthy and 
commercial countries. This, no doubt, forms 
no pleafant chain of dependence, but in 
this, as in many other inftances, :v 

•» What happier nature ftrinka at with affright, * 
The hard inhabitants contend is right." y;, * 

Though I applaud this reverence for kin- 
dred, I do not benefit by it; but wi tfit 
contrary, though I regard myneighbbtili 
with the utmoft efteem and good will; I 
cannot give away any thing fo pftdbus-tt 
friendfhip to any one, who, after all, woflJd 
prefer the mod infignificant of lk¥ dilrd 
coufins to me.— Believe me, my children, 
though prepared to love and admire you, are 
neither taught to etfpedt k beauty, wit, or 
fine lady 5 but one who has no fmall merit 
in difclaimingpretenfions to all thofe envied 
chara&ers, and affociating, by a rare com- 
bination, foftnefs of manners with ftrength 
of mind, vivacity with reflection, and that 
common ufeful fenfe which hourly difcerns 
the proper and expedient in ordinary life, 
with that delicacy of perception which ap- 
prehends and taftes ieittthat enlightens the 

under- 
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%3todca&ai*fitig and enlarges the heart, in 
knowledge or ientiment. If, as youiay, 
no -wandering rivulet renovates ytmr powers, 
yiot*; are: furely like the Leeward M*nds, 
vifited by frequent water-fpwes, *hat &> 
infpirarions, that fertilise your intelle&s* 
I certainly have an ample ctfternwhkh rc* 
taiafe all 1 acquire : this common observers 
mifake for a fountain^— Tell Mifs M.I 
tevc her as well as one can love a rival. 
Mr- Grant fends you his benediction, an& 
rejoices to dunk your portly figure will <kr 
credit to-his houfekeeping, though I ihould 
ftiil lament my kanntfs* 

Adiwv dcareft* 



tmammm 



LETTER XUV. 
TO MISS OURRY, 



Laggan, Nov. 19, 1791. 

■*' You canpot conceive, indeed you can-, 
not, ho^ reviving t the cordial warmth of 
your laft J^t^cr was tp my cjLrQopmg heart— 

a heirt 
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a<&eartltt>m whto*i& tfefc<»r« tfatrik^*/ 
ttademefles arifingoHC o£a fkmiJy, & feageyl 
fofcdpkfs*. fo Ldvih® and bdoTcd, .camraftt 
cjedtodeyott. For the years lolioughtywijr 
dead* ami wbto yon^ *cm dead ft) «e*yoiitir 
image wadd vary often; rocut with a flkflfcr 
quick ftoag, Kkc thqfr whkh mm aocoa^i 
panics the angelic form o£ my dear loflfc 
Betrina, when* it- teams acrofs ray iaae£$t 
for indeed I do not fit down & griwev butf 
endeavour to pay <tkie befc tribute to he* 
memory, by a feduions difchaBgc of a*jfc 
various arxl complicated dudtts tar cfcolcivbbto 
loved her fo tenderly while f^ai *o*ilwltito* 
w. I think of every thing, I fee with & 
reference to how you will tike itr I fooltfhly 
think that yo^witt^je^^jattekpfcafed as J 
amataH the budding virtues and graces with* 
which tnjr fanguine fancy decorates my 
children * Htjtle confidering that, from the 
external elegance to which you have been 
acewftomed, they muft at beft appear *> 
you, at firfli, 1 parcel of awkward cubs,, 
unformed and overgrownv The culture of 
the heart is our great objeft. ' Wfe let the 
acquifition of knowledge, manners, &c. go 
•~ :t on 
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anpiamo tiB wc make fere of tHe tiiian. potato 
Where the natural temper ia mild* and* 
gpnaotis, and theirs appears very much $0,1 
deep impreffiofts of integrity and early habitat 
of bene voknee- muft communicatse to thfH 
manner* the imcanftradrted air of open reo^ 
tkttde, and that animated foftnefs whiefce a^ 
ctifintereffced wiih to pleafe always produces.; 
Indeed we have few maxims -, one of thoffc* 
few-is, that it is eafier to be than to fcem* i 
*- * * * * #- m ■ >* 
She* inquired about you of her brother/ 
who fpoke fo highly ;of youy thar fhe was* 
cp&ke delighted with the thoughts of making*; 
fach an addition to the (lock of faring merit? 
within the circle of her perfonal knowledge, 
and pleafcs herfelf with the thoughts ofbring- 
ing you here herfelf, and fetting you down 
at our little gate, where fhe hopes to meet ' 
yet another white crow\ to exprefs it ele- 
gantly. There is nothing like concluding a 
period fublimely $ yet I fliould not conclude 
without telling you that Mr.Macintofh is a 

• Mrj. Maoiotofli, qf Donchattaii^ witK whofo 
brother, Dr. John Moore, Mifs Ourry wa* well 
acquainted, * 

man 
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ttaa worth taking a journey so fee, nw of 
*6tevc benevolence only, b*t of reftlcfe rm- 
pctuous benevolence. I wiH teach you to 
venerate htm at more leifure, having now 

so time j» xfa him juftice. - - - I 

9»Hi no more wander into the maze of pofi* 
tk$» being fufficiendy occupied with «tae 
care of our Honked (very limited) monarchy 
at home, in whkh I participate, by turns, 
the legislative and executive powers, and 
though I never aim at defpotifm, try to 
keep firm to my veto. Our tumults in the 
north appear aggravated and formidable CO 
yon in London, which is the legion of pftK- 
tied panics. Honcft John Bull ts very liable 
to the vapours ; and the flocks 

" Turn at the touch of joy or wo$» : .- 

But turning;, treoible too ;" 

of which thofe, who live by feeling their 
pulfe, take the advantage. The only caufc 
of complaint in Scotland is the rage for 
ftieep -farming. The families removed on 
that account, are often as numerous as our 
own. The poor people have neither lan- 
guage, money, nor education, to pufh their 
way any where elfe $ though they often pof- 

fefs 
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fefsieclings and principles, that might almoft 
reftue human nature from the reproach 
which falfe philofophy and faUc refinement 
have brought upon it. Though the poor Rof- 
fliirc people were driven to defperariou* they 
even then afted under a fenfe of re&itude, 
touched no property, and injured no crea- 
ture. As for the mobs in towns, they art 
mere ebullitions of ignorance and wanton* 
IwCs in a people who werenevtr fa rich be- 
fore* and to whom weakh and freedom a?e 
ifoch novekies, that they knew not the trot 
nfe or bounds of eiiher.-— I^otyour letten 
regularly from die quarts-deck, and wrote 
*o you by the Fingalian cover. Tell Mi6 
M. I refpedt her for her own fake, and lovt 
her for yours. L 

Adieu! mydeareftN, 
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LETTER XL V, 
9*0 MRS. JIACLNTQ&H. 

Laggan, Jan. 21/ 179^ 
DEAR MADAM, 

Thi deep fcnfc I feci of the kiodncfs 
-S^prefled i#your much valued lettpr, ao4 
otfce cp&ipfertipp which the. acquifttion <|f 
•^Sgw^ ft° m * pbaraiSler fo eftiroable, af- 
fords, even under the preffurc of my. pr$- 
fern affiidtioij, encourages me to write to 
^you, ev n WWi when I am v^ry wfit |p 
^communiaMfCri^y idepe, efcc?pt where thajr 
will be received with the moft,j>arti*l 
indulgence, I Jyaow it is unbecoming, nay, 
almoft jjnchriftianly,' in me, to ufc the em- 
phatic language of forrow, in (peaking of 
an, infant's happy tranfition from the dangers 
and fnares of this chequered fcene to a ftate 
of (table feliqky.. She i$ departed before 
flic has known fin or forrow, and before 
, jpre could have, room to judge whether thofe 
bwtiful Weftwp* of fprightlinefs, genero- 
,..»..> fiqr, 
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'jfity, and tendernds, which charmed us ft* 

' Aiuchinvher enticing Kttle ways, would ever 

jripen mto theekpe^dlfruit. My reafon 

aot only acquiefces in the juftfce of the drf- 

^fcniktiori, btit my heart fo far acknowledges 

< its mercy* &at couUtawilh bring my dar- 

; ling hack to injlwfiim, I< thiitk I would noc 

iform thatwilK She wasfounufuaflyftrong 

ian'd he^lthy^ that, we dreamt hot of fear 

^aftl-ft Becariie too late. She fpoke to me hi 

A cfear, 'fflfl&iO^Vjdfce^ AewJn^ tokens of the 

'^dndeft &fl^6Bot^ flircfe liburs before her 

H&ftli-. l^hus, you fee, the ftroke was vtty 

^clderu Theii we had fuch delight in her; 

^tfh|!%tily foFher own fake, but for the great 

^cfenblartce J Hf€ bore to her dear departed 

pother, wftofe every look and gefture' was 

^tfot^d'B her. So that her death wfrs jiift 

Tike Ibfirig him* over again/ It is alfp fo mtv 

'Hnchdiy to fee the poor thing that remains, 

Waricfefing like a ghoft, *nd conftaritfy'be-' 

bailing hrt lifter/ : ' ;"". % " 

>^#hings'a^'farbhtw/«tfiey^«.- fxwicc 
thought- nothing i«wKt fofafe* iraHe' rte lb 
fe^Py - HI to ij*ne\* k> ' tftf Ji^bfrrf^ 
\>X^ carlk^ 
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c^lieijLatachracnt* and ibrmcr habits $£ 
life | but ,how arc wc governed ty^ev^^ I 
^Vn incident, which to an indjffeiynt: f^f fop, 
would appear of no great WOK nt w fa l^rge 
a£|inily as ours, has, entirely al^cji^^ my 
views. I fee nothing nojv , fo defirabd^e a^ , 
by refiding here, to tnfure ^ing my^Laal 
refidence with thofe who were fo dear to me 
in life. I have laid a great deal too much 
on this fubjeft i but you will forgive me for 
indulging my reflections at the expencc; of 
your, patience,— There are few things ^t 
could gratify me more than to find you fo 
cordially intcrefted in popr Chariottp. I*ppi 
not a littje ple*fed to £nd y9tif fcnrin$j#s 
and mind, concerning far, coincide jft^ cp- 
tirely. Her integrity of ^art, h$r finccjpjfy, 
and general re&itude of intention, are fuch 
jm, xo one. that knows hcrJmiqwely,, we 
fitfjeicpfc «9 eniure eftecm, and eyett af- 
fection, bcyoijd all that ihipefc *t)£tiltfm 
plcafes, in thofe, whom haj^k^ fbf*jiw* 
and a mare ftniflied «du?ation 5 have Jet U^ 
fairer point of view. I am very wdl fttii* 
fied, to fipi that (he is going to flay for fomc 
time atjrff* D.'t* - - - ^ I hope fhe will 
> ' take 

* - V ' 
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take particular care to pleafc thofe wlio are 
fo well worth pleating. I conclude, from 
her thorough confidence in you, from whom 
no thought of her heart is concealed, that 
you know of a vifitor whom fhe daily cx- 
pedts. This vjfitor is certainly an objedt of 
compaffion. That attachment, from the be- 
ginning fo Angular and romantic, feems daily 
increafing. I have fo very good an opinion 
of the perfcn in quefrion, and fo very bad 
an opinion of the Tafety or liability of firch 

premature engagements - -WhaE 

to judge or determine, I am utterly at a 
lofs. I leave her 'then entirely to your 
dire&krti, who, with equal warmth of good 
\ will towards her, have rfiorfc judgment, ex- 
perience and knowlenge of the world, 
# * * ♦ " i - *•*'-*- - 

I have received Mr. M.'s frtendly letter,* 
and feel the lull force of his judicious and 
aflfeftionateconfolation. TJkehopesof feeing 
you here, at no very diftant period, pleafe 
me/ even now, when vgry fe^r thi&gs indeed 
iaVepowtr to intetdft « r - - ; r - 
Yourobftge^^iM'fakhfeli &e, 5 



VOL. IX* M 
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LETTER XL VI. 



TO MRS, MACINTOSH. 

Feb. 17, 179a. 
DEAR MADAM, 

Once more returned from the limits of 
that undifcovercd country, on whofe dim^ 
fcen confines our hopes and fears are con- 
tinually hovering,. I devote one of the firft 
efforts of my .pen -to you, who are fo well 
entitled to every mark of grateful attention 
on my part, on my own account, as weH as 
that of others, who engrofi my tendered; , 
cares, and pecafipn me perpetual anxiety. 
For, though I am fatisfied that they are 
much happier and more attended to thaii 1 
they could be^wiuh me, even the fcencs*^f 
gaiety and pleafure, that I know them to be 
engaged in, are a fource of inquietude ttf Ayr 
fond apprehenfions. u Perfe&krtngy* %t arc* 
told, "caftcth out fear," That may be-the 
cafe when it is fixed on the All-perfe& Ob- 
ject, who is alone worthy to excite and enjgrofs? 
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it j but when our weak human affections arc 

engaged by beings as imperfedb as ourfelves, 

fear and doubt continually mingle with them. 

When my young travellers return to the 

cottage, their allotted home, it will require 

more than common refleftion and folidity to 

reconcile them to ftill life, frugality, and 

homely habits ; though after all, Ifincerely 

believe it is the ftaue moft akin to fafcty and 

eomfort,-*-I am forry to find thofc mutable 

beings, who change their fentiments and 

opinions fo often and ib eafHy, never once* 

think of changing for therighf, or even for 

a betted fyftem. - * - 

- , v. - * - - The lefs one thinks of human ; 

dfcpravity, the better; one can'tmend it;; and ' 
'tis x>nlybcing either forry or ahgry to very 1 
little purpofe.*—Gharlotte fays, Ifae hasheea* 
at a ball lately, which concludes her public, 
exhibitions for the feafon. I am glad of it; 
for though I muft own my vanity is much 
flattered by the admiration which her perfon 
and manners have excited, and that I am 
gratified by the, pleafure fhe receives, my 
judgment and. my fears militate againft her- 
grpwipg familiar to the public eye. : Her 
M 2 fituation 
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fttuation is too peculiar and delicate, to make 
it/fafe for her to attradfc fo much attention. 
This will not fail to turn the jealous and 
fcrutinizing eye of female envy upon her. 
Public admiration is a thing that foon dies 
of itfelf. A perfon who might never have 
had a wifh for it, will feel forlorn at its ~ de- 
parture, Bcfides, a perfon admired folely 
for beauty, will be always confklered as a 
mere pretty girl ; her merit will never be 
thought of* My young daughter, by the 
bye, has as much merit #s any lady of her 
age can have; for flic is very quiet and 
never difobeys me. Having few good 
things to beftow on her, we refolved to 
begin with giving her a good name, ar*d 
have called her Apn puny, JLet me not 
be forgotten on the Dune; and believe me 
incapable of forgetting its inhabitant . 

' ' .*: J i 

• • -: \i J.I! 
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i lETTERXLVif. 

TO MISS QURRY. 

Laggan, April 2, ijgis 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

1 know it will give you concern to heatf 
that my filence fot moft: part of this wiritei^ 
Was owing to itlnefs. This y though not 
dangerous or alarming, was of fuch a? nature 
as to throw the moft oppreffive gloom upo» 
my fpirits, I am none of thofe querulous- 
beings who delight in brooding over evils^ 
and oppreffing their friends with all that 
troubles them^ That fanguine turn of mind 
which you early remarked in me, has ac- 
companied me through all the viciflitudes 
of health and ficknefs> all the quick Ihifcing 
fcenes of joy and forrow, that have occupied 
the intervening period/ I have often, as 
now, waited months for an interval of health 
and cheerfulnefs, to vifit an abfent friend, 
with the breathings of a mind in fomc 
degree compofed and cheerful. Since I 
m 3 have 
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have fet put (0 hopefully with egotifm,, I 
will e'en give you the detail of my. wiqtcr's 
confinement,, and have done with it. AH 
my tranfa&ions, nay, my very ideas, are fo 
blended and interwoven with the dear 
branches that fprout and depend from me, 
that you muft extend the toleration of 
friepdfhip beyond its ufual bounds, before 
you can truly rel^fh my correfpondence. 
You muft not only indulge egotifm in the 
firft perfon, but you muft have patience wifh 
egotifm ooce removed, and hear me fpeak 
of my children as diffufely as I do of myfclf. 
Did I ever tell you of another daughter I 
have, -who, though not born tp me, is as 
dear and has coft me much dearer, than 
any of the reft? This daughter of my affec- 
tion is called Charlotte Grant i fhe is nearly 
related to' Mr. G.j was left motherlefs 

in .her tenth ypar. - I have not at 

prefent, I feel I have not, fpirits pf re|o- 

, t lution to go through the detail I mfant. Yet 

if I could, it would do more than amufe, it 

would deeply intereft and afFeft you. When 

J^he found a { temporary home in our family, 

, I had the pleafure to obferve, : that though 

in 
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in a great mcafure negle&ed and unculti- 
vated', (he pofleffed a fifength of intelleft, 
a purity of fentimerit and re&itude of prin- 
ciple, that afforded the beft foundation for 
the embellifhments which inftru&ion might 
"add to the rich gifts of nature. It was evi- 
dent that this difpofition would richly reward 
the labour of any one who fhould by a little 
culture, unfold the beauties of a mind, which, 
though untainted with Vice and undeba&d 
by folly, had been fo clouded by feclufion, 
and fo fhut up by referve, that it required 
fome penetration to difcoVer of what it 

was capable. 

******* 

My very friends were all againft me \ they 
ivere fure my anxious tendernefs for this 
amiable fufferer, and the trouble I fhould 
take about her, would be a frefh fource of 
painful fblicitude to a mind already enfeebled 
with many cares. But I was refolute. Why 
fhould I renew my own forrows, by telling 
you what difficulties and embarraffments 
attended the outfetof my plan, 'Whait deeding 
and pruning I had to go through, and fcaufr 
I facrificed every thing to the one favourite 
m 4 ebjeft 
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obje<5t of making this child of forrow appear 
to the worid that loVcly and eftimabk obje& 
far, which nature designed her. I will rather 
jpvite your gratulatioa, by tdKng you how 
amply my cares have been repaid^ and Jiow 
richly her warm gratitude, her rapid improve* 
ment^ and the juftice which even the felfifh 
world now does to her diftinguifhcd merit, 
have recompenfed me for all I have done 

and. fuffered, She has fpent the 

two laft winters in town** where flie is very 
much admired and careffed. The other 
feafon fhe paffes with us, and is as fedulous 
in her. endeavours to fhare arid foften the 
many cares incident to my large famity, apd 
buftling manner of life, as the moft dutiful 
child could poffibly be. I find her now a 
moil pleafing and rational companion, pof? 
feifed of genuine fentimeitt, without romantic 
extravagance. She joins to die open and ge- 
nerous fpirit of youth, a depth and foiidityof 
refle&ion, which is the natural refult of early 
affii&ion in a ftrong and well principled mind* 
She is admired for beauty more by others 
than by me. But fhe confeffedly excels in 

• Tbt ttxicw— throughout^the vtefter* Highland* 
means Glajfecw* 

grace 
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grace arid elegance. Her countenance is 
certainly raoft Angularly hiterefting ; and 
her manner, her air, her figure, and her 
motions, have all a mingled foftnefs and 
dignity peculiar to herfelf* — ; My eldeft 
daughter lives conftantly with trty father 
and mother, who are very happy in their 
new eftabtilhment. She fhews a tafte for 
letters, and a retentive memory. Hep 
temper is even and placid. I have her hete 
juft now, and propofe lending her totowni 
where I hope fhe will not only derive benefit 
foun the fchools fhe is to attend* but from 
the fbciety and example of aJ&dy of genuine* 
worth, an <M and- true friend'of mine, with 
whdm ffie is to refide. — By all that is fweet 
in Sympathy, or facred in friendship, I 
conjure you to write before yotir4ieart 'cools^ 
after pefiifin^ diisdefukoryfcrolh , Should 
my preftnt indiipofitiori terminate fatalty, it 
wi$ be the laft foftanee of long tried lote and 
truths Klh" G. infifts on being crowded 
in. Accept his regards, and beHeVe 1 
ftail be to : the Jaft hour of recbfle&ibiv 
yours,' &e. < } :: j -''' . — : * v f ,? ; - M 






m 5 Yet 
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'Yet. could.-. I invite you ta fhace in theperv 
fe&ion of rural elegance % could I fend my 
carriage for. you, &c. &c. with what eager 
importunity would! urge you! Ypumaft 
4llow I have beervvery modeft. on this fab- 
je&$ tlje favour carping fa entirely from 
y<*ur f$de, p>ake? if jar roorcplegSng to look 
forward tp, than if I had urged you*o take 
* jpurney, fo fatiguing* and {tare apcem- 
Siodatio/v fe unlike, what you have been ufed 
to. The cpnfcioufnefe of all this has made 
me mgigtati my very wiflies on the fubjeft 
jKith fear, ajid tremWing, ** -,- - One text 
more, and I hay$ clone on the fubjc&. We 
.ail knpwhim to be the man of wiftloqi, but 
jiou muft aj& allow him to, bea man of [feel- 
ing , who faid, " Hope, deferred naakes the 
Jtjeart 6ck."— Yougratify meheyond expref- 
iion by your ideas, So different from thofe 
of the reft of the world, and fo confooant to 
My own, regarding the views and notions 
with which I ought to infpire my children. 
On-afufrject which thrills through the deepeft 
* rece/fts of the heart, and awakens all jthe 
ardour of enthyfiafm, to find in a kijidred 
bofom the imageof ou^ownreflcftions.and 

fenfations, 
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fenfations, affords a pfeaftire like that 6if 
hearing tmekpe&edly the fweeteft mufic in 
perfedt unifon with the awakened fenfibility 
of the moment. Soon yew «fty fee thofe 
children whom I have been endeavouring to 
train to the e* ercife of huttibld and patient 
virtue. You will fee, that, like, the Lap- 
landers, 

«« They love their mountains, and enjoy their (forms ; 
Mo felfe defires, no pride-created wants, 
Difturb the peaceful current of their time. 

****** •*- 

Oar manner of living here is in fome degree 
patriarchal. The large family of artlefs pri- 
mitive people we are 6bliged to keep about, 
and the number of our children, who look 
up to us as the only objeft of love and 
veneration, occafion our lives to be fpent in 
alternate adts of power and beneficence. 
Now what more have kings, but trappings 
and pageantry ! When fhall 1 hear of your 
appearing at the bar of the national affembly, 
to claim the rights you inherit as reprefenta- 
tive of the eldeft branch of your family ? for 
fo you feem entitled to do by' their late 
liberal edifts. Prayiias Mifs Malliet caught 
m 6 the 
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the Gallomania ? Yet its infe&ion fprcads 
widely. Farewell, heartily I as the king 
fays. 



LETTER XLVIII. 
TO MRS. SMITH, GLASGOW* 

Laggan, Feb. n, 1791. 
MY DEAR FRIEND ! 

' I am juft recovering from an indUpofition 
fo fevere, that it would have robbed you of 
a ccrrefpondent if it had continued much 
longer. This is a fickly feafon, even amidft 
thefe mountains, where th$ keen atmosphere 
is fo often agitated with ftoi;ms, as well as 
by the dafliing torrents, that it ftldom flag-. 
nates into impurity. This, with the tem- 
perance and exercife which whokforoe po- , 
verty produces, is the reafoji that death 
confines his ravages to infancy and declining } 
age. . There are very few ii)ft$nces here a of : 
people dying in early youth; and when they - 
do happen, they feem obje&s of general r 
concern a^l, fpecul^citn., Mr. G, had ■£ . 

relation, 
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relation* a young lady remarkable for no- 
thing but lingular mildnefe, piety, and pru- 
dence. Having been from her earlieft youth 
fubjeft to nervow^eftions^lhc hecame laft 
winter quite emaciated and enfeebled, and 
at laft died of a mifmanaged rpfe fever, like 
my fweet Petrina* Yet every one infifted 
that her dfcath was caufed by grief for the 
lofs of her brother. Another young crea- 
ture, who has languished all this winter with 
fimilar complaints* is pronounced to be dy- 
ing of love, though no mortal can fay of 
whom. Thus primitive and romantic are the 
notions of our mountaineers. — I am now 
to notify to you a removal, in which you 
will* far my fake, be interefted: it is that ' 
df my father from )Fort George to Glafgow, 
which you knOw was matter of doubtful 
fpeculation, but is now, decided. I feel the • 
increas'd diftancfe very painfully ; yet there ; 
are many considerations, which at more tei- 
fure I will explain to yoti, that reconcile me 
to it. I have lived fo long entirely for others, 
that felf-denial becomes with me rather a ; 
habit than a virtue ; and whatever is pro- 
pos'd or thought of, it is not my own grati- 
fication, 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



$54 ' LETTERS FROM 

ficatton, but the manner in which' it aflWts 
the various branches of ray individual fcltf, 
that occurs firft to me. I have like wife to in- 
form you that Mifs Ourry comes pofitively 
about the beginning of M$y. Gkfgow rs 
out of her way, and fhc will grudge cvtry 
hour Ihe is abfent from us, after fhr enters 
Scotland. She cannot ftand a Highland 
winter, and Mifs Malliet will n&rbe happy 
if lhe does not return at the appointed time. 
When that comes, I fliall probably accom- 
pany her to Glafgow, and fee my father's 
family, including fome of my own, fettled. 
Thope you do not think I had the confidence 
to urge my friend to come to fuch a place, 
and fuch humble accommodation. She in- 
vited herfelf moft cordially, and I received 
her proffer'd vifit with grateful joy $ but I 
have moft pathetically reprefented how like 
our peat reeic 3 &c. are to the comforts of 
Quilca and Cava n, immortalized by Swift; 
Yet fhe is unalterable, and I rejoice thereat. 
The anceftors of this lady and her friend 
both left France, for confeience lake, on the 
repeal of the edift of Nantz, and they have 
no doubt many relations there. Judge how 
v< they 
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they muft be affefted by the ftate of that 

unhappy country, and what their feelings 

muft beln confequence of the laft fatal ca- 

taftrophe. It was but laft night we heard 

.it. News reaches us but ftowly. Would 

v you think, after being fo long engrofs'd by 

domeftic cares and arrxibties, and drinking 

fo lately the bitter draught of private and 

particular forrow, that I fhould weep for a 

king?' I wonder at it myfelf j and yet I 

wept abundantly, and was difturbed and 

agitated all night. I am ftill under a dead 

weight of fadnefs ; the recent wound of my 

heart, which is but (kinnedwer, feeks;only 

a pretence to bleed anew. Do you feet 

thus? Pray get the tragedy of Agis^ and 

read it fesr my fake and that of the French 

King. I rememberwhen I was very youngs 

and felt deep impreffibns from what I read 1 , 

I was charmed with the&chorufes in., that 

tragedy.* I amas-ufual hauatedwith aft 

appofite quotation:? > - 

When Jove decrees a nation's doom, 
He calls their Worthies to the tomb. 
Fe.irlefs they Fall, immortal rife, * 
And Claim the freedom cf the ikies. • \ 

He 
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He fell not as the warrior falls, 
Whofe breaft defends his native walls ; 
• To treafon Agisbow'd his head, 
And by his guilty fubje&s ble£ 

I have altered one word, to make it the 
better apply to the benign Louis. I have 
obferved ia the hiftory of all nations, that 
when the women became impudent and li- 
centious, and the facred bond of marriage 
was made light o£ that nation's downf4 
was near. We are very consequential be^ 
ings, believe me^ The purity of ftrnal^ 
manners is the bafis on which, mof^lyi 
lpcaking^allthe order and virtue of/ocjegfc 
aire founded^ Who cares for his coi^try bji£ 
in confequence of firft loving the rejati^ 
who attach him to it ?. And who c^i C*t% 
much for parent*, brother?, and c^ilcjr^J 
where relationfhip is dubious ? It i| ^fbo- 
minable ftate of fociety; even fitting, the 
great; cprdigl of life, the hope of futyrjty^ 
QUt of the queftionT May yoy ar>d l ney^. 
live to fee our dear CQuntry tainted, with 
this infeftious depravity £? lam, injoy^ancl 
fQrrow, yours unalterably. / _ ^ r . 
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LETTER XLIX. 
TO MM, MACINTOSH, GLASGOW. 

laggaa, Mareh so* *79> 



C2AR MADAM, 

I have been for fome days tortured 
"frith a moft outrageous tooth-ach. I now 
fnatch a lucid interval, which I fear will 
be but a fliort one, to enjoy and acknow- 
ledge the lively and fincere pleafure I feel 
from your intimation through Charlotte, 1 
mean of your intention of coming in June. 
I hope your jaunt will be favoured with 
good weather, and that ffk will fee the 
harlh features of nature around ns foftened 
into their mildeft alpeft. I flatter myfelf 
novelty will make you as partial to thefe 
wild and fblitary fcenes, as habit has made 
me. You (hall have ohe of the warmeft 
corners both in our cottage, and in odr 
hearts. If you come while Mifs Ourry 
ftays, each of you* I am Aire, will put up 
with a little crowding, to fhare thefe apart- 
ments, 
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ments x or rather compartments, with the 
other. If you fet out fo foon as I wiftt, 
and hope, I dare fay you will get the ftarc 
of her, and be firft in poffeflion. She was 
detained in London three weeks beyond her 
intention fettling the affairs of an old grand- 
uncle. That intricate piece of bufinefs is 
now, I hope, fatisfa&orily concluded. M(* 
hearing of her this fortnight, I take 'foJr 
granted flie has begun her journey. By 
letters from Edinburgh I find our frifcncfc 
there are very willing to do her the honours 
pf the good town moft completely. Their 
politenefs, and the fatigues of the former 
journey, may perhaps detain her there for 
fome days. Among the various obligations 
I owe to you, tht intereft I am told you take 
in this highly valued friend, is not the leaft, 
The affe&ion that fubfifts between her and 
m$ is too old, and too mellow, for tht 
little jealoufies and monopolies of recent 
girlifh attachments. It is like a deep rooted 
tree, which, far from requiring to be fenced 
or propped Up, extends its fheker to younger 
plants around it. By loving each other fi> 
long and fo well; our hearth are more fitted 

to 
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•to^payithcw^m tribute of efteem to oicrk 
wherever itexifts. By reciprocal fympathy, 
^we feel as if engaged for each other in 
debts, of gratitude andkindwfe. Here you 
haye a rhapfody, a fimile, and I know not 
•Xfhot* People, at my time of day, feldom 
4cck out common obje#s with the vivid 
iwss of enthufiafm. But you have only 
to account for this natural curiofity, of a 
«}a|ter Spring in the imagination, by fupr 
pofing that in the tooth-ach, as in the gout, 
t thc intervals of eafc are diftinguiflied by 
*n uncommon flow of fpirits. As J take 
it fqr granted you cpme rather with a pbu6 
intention to hermitize and contemplate, 
than with any view to amufement. I fhallte 
in no pain for the fametiefs that awaits 
you here. Being a lover of nature, and a 
mother, perhaps it will afford you fome 
pleafure to/ee a family of young creatures 
m h^ppy as health, gopd nature, and per- 
fect liberty, can make them j whp never 
knew what it was to form an artificial wifb, 
or to have a natural one ungratified, unlefs 
it were for a litde gilt book, whofe wondrous 
aflemblage of rare portraitures had f xcited 

their 
» 
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their admiration. Your arrival will, I aflfc 
,ftire, greatly revive Charlotte, who hafc 
mourned immoderately for the great lofs wfc 
have aH fuftained in Mrs, Mac P., of R . * I 
am happy to hear Mifs P, has recovered, 
and has a profpeft of pa-fling the fummer 
fo agreeably, with the worthy family at 
Andmore, of whom I have been taught to 
think very highly indeed.— M*. G. joins in 
every good wifh towards the dwellers on the 
Dune, and rejoices with me at the nearer 
prolped of feeing the lord of the faid 
Dune, 

•* Once more on the borders of the brawfing brook.** 
Believe me, my dear Madaih> witk 
warmeft regard, &c. &c. 

* Mr*. Macphesfon, of Ralia r irarried taa near 
relation, an intimate friend! of the mifiifter oLLaggan. 
She was diftinguifhed for beauty and underfending,. 
and died about her thirtieth year, on the birth of bar 
yourigeft fon> leaving eleven children to lament her 
iweparaWe loft*. j ji ' ~ 
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JO MRS. BROWN, QLASGOW. ' 

**gga*U July 13, 179$- 

MY DEAR 1&RS.3ROWN, 

, If I had not been dying all winter, aqd 
t}alf killed with fatigue all fummer, in-coi)n 
ftquence of thenumber of jthings negleftecj 
which I was unable fo ovmake ? it would 
have beea unpardonable in me to Juyj 
been thijs k«ig $ept to yoy, qn whpfc 
^ien^hip Ifa fo great and juft a value. 
JNJrs. Smith fays you had a fick child in 
your arms. This, I take for granted, was 
William, whom I knoV to be a$fine a child 
a$ M— i dfcfcribed. I think if there was 
any danger, fhe would have mentioned it 
more feripufiy.— j am charmed jto hear jqu 
are fo well pleafcd with — — , nor dpJl 
much wonder at it^ 'confidering that there 
are tazny youisms about her* though flic 
syants that fpirit of accuracy by which you 
^ere fo early diftinguiihed. She is a&ive, 

lively, . 
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lively, and has an ardent, generous difpo- 
fition. This does not evaporate in profe£ 
lion, but labours rather to ferve, than to 
pleafe. For all your partiality, I ftill think 
lhe has many of the awkwardneffes which 
diftinguifh an unbred girl. Yet I willingly 
allow, it is not quite a vulgar awkwardnefs ; 
for, as I formerly obferved to you, where 
there is mind, there is always, to a certain 
degree, manner. Mifs Ourry and I ufed 
to call that embarraflment which refults 
from much feeling and fpirit, joined with 
litde ufage of the world, elegant awkward- 
nefs. I believe a certain portion of indif- 
ference mull go towards the compofition of , 
perfect faftiionable eafe. You muft be fully 
fatisfied with yourfdf, before you can 
be fully convinced that every one elfe is 
fatisfied with you, and the contrary idea is 
painful and embarrafTing.— - 1 give you joy of 
the nephewof niece youare about to acquire. 
Your fifter is aftoniftied at my calling this a 
joyfyl event. No wonder, confidering how 
I'tua Worried and worn out With fueh acquK; 
iition& Yet people* here, though they 
ihould be at the utmoft loft how to fupport 

their 
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their children, ftill continue to rejoice at 
^ very addition, and confider the lofs of off- 
spring as the greateft misfortune that can 
poffibly befal a family, Thofe who live in 
towns and highly ciyilized focieties, whefe 
fuch numberlefc little, fomethings become 
neceflaryto make tip the fum total of felicity, 
have no idea howftrong thegreatfimple out- 
lines of what conftkutes happinefs in a ftatc 
of nature, are drawn on the untutored heart. 
Without reafoning or refle&ing, fuch hearts 
find the ftrongeft and moft pleafurable 
emotions excited, merely by the exercife of 
tender and laudable affe&ions. Strangers to 
ialfe refinement, and incapable from want 
of cultivation, of that exalted enjoyment that 
arifes from fentimental attachment, grounded 
on inteUe&ual excellence, the ties of nature, 
the " charities' ' of Bfe,are the great fources of 
thdr comfort, and fweeten all their hardfhips, 
Since bad feafona, and new modes of farm* 
ing* have impqverifhed the peafantry, I do 
not tfcink there is a poor tenant in this pari/h, 
but Whsfc is in fome meiaftire fupported by 
his chtldrsnr And there ismo inftance of one 
failing iji this tender retribution. Brought 

up 
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tip with generous fentimcnts, but frugal and 
felf-denying habits, they are not like the 
children of luxury an indulgence, whofc 
defines go always beyond their acquisitions, 
and leave nothingfor bounty orfor gratitude. 
Neither are they like the groveling offspring 
of callous vulgarity, who are taught to glean 
and hoard and think for felf only. I have 
rambled as ufual. But I believe I at firft 
meant to remark how infcnfibly, in courfc 
of time, we in fome degree adopt the habits 
and prejudices of thofe about us, even while 
we pity their ignorance, and fancy ourfehres 
more enlightened. For my part, I have 
learnt to rejoice at the birth of people's fif- 
teenth child, and to lilten to (lories of appa- 
ritions and predictions with as much indul- 
gence, though with lefs credulity, than N.B. 
Halhed exercifes towards Brothers. For 
inftance, t'other day, my dairy-maid, wh* 
has been above fcven years in the houfe, 
and is a pious maiden, and a perfe& trea- 
ftiry of local and traditionary anecdote, told 
me a ftory, which I am going to tranftatt* 
literally for your behoof, and which I Wdft 
forced to hear with a face of belief, for fear 

of 
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of befog thought an infidel. I muft premife 

t:ha t our dairy-maids always fpeak very wifely 

to the cows, tholigh it is only in rare inftances, 

like this,that the cows anfwer them. c< Yef- 

tcrday fortnight, (I am fure it is very true, 

/or 1 law a man with thefe eyes that faw the 

dairy-maid), the minifter of Mouline in 

Athol, you know—well, Jiis dairy-maid 

went into the byre, and put out all the cows 

hut one, who lay down and would not movei 

.-* Get up/ fays: the dairy-maid : < I won't 

.get up,' fays the cow j— c but you fhall/ 

-replied the damfel, a little ftarded. * Go 

to your mafter, and bid him come here,* 

fays the cow. So the girl went, and her 

xmfter. came to the -byre. c Get up/ faid 

Jie to the «cow ; * € no, I won't' faid fhe, c I 

^want *o fpeak to you/ c Say on,' faid her 

inafter, * fince you are permitted. ' The cow 

began ; < ExpeA a fummer of famine, a 

harveft of blood, and a winter of tears/ 5k> 

then the cow.^eat about her bufinefs."— 

Nosy thi& fiae ftorygains amplecredit, and it 

wqhJ4 bethewght impiety to doubt it. Could 

f w have believed, that there exifted manr 

npfcs aod opioids foprimttiveasthofewhich 

vox. 11. n are 
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are ftill prefef ved in the parifh of Laggan ? 
Will you condemn ©r laugh at my Angulari- 
ty, when I tell you, that I am fo wearied and 
difgufted with feeing ignorant, conceited, 
and irreligious coxcombs, form abfuid 
pretenfions to f eafoft aftd phik>fophy (by 
affe&ing to defpife all that Newton, Boyle, 
Locke, and other lights and ornaments of 
their fpecies believed, and all that infpiration 
and piety have taught), that I begin to think 
my poor Anne's credulity more tolerable 
than fuch cold hearted fcepticifm ? I would, 
at any rate, fooner liften to the fad pre- 
dictions of cither Achilles' horfe, or the 
minifter of Moiiline's cow, than to many 
* c dtfeamers of gay dreams," who imagine 
themfelves " wit's oracles.*' No doubt the 
true line lies between credulity and fcep- 
fifcifm ; but if I quit that line, let me go 
where I am led by the imagination and the 
heart. Did you but know how very, very 
feufy I have been all day, haying twenty 
:§>eople at work, cutting our winter fuel in 
the mofs, and only one fervant at home to 
provide food for ail thefe, with little aid, yoti 
would think my writing all this ftuff, now 

that 
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that every body is afleep, as great an exer- 
tion as that of the minifter of Mouline'scow. 
I bid you drowfily Adieu, for the firft lark is 
warning me to bed, like an owl as I am. 



LETTER LI. 



TO MISS OURRST* 

Glafgow, Jan. 2, 1794. 
I am far from imputing negledt to you 
after your two fpirited efforts from F— — 
bridge and London, and the other very 
pleafing teftimonies of attention to my dear 
friends at Laggan, of which I heard as they 
paffed through the town. After this elegant 
exordium, with which you muft be greatly 
edified, it remains with me to account for 
flaying fo long here, contrary to my mate's 
tender injunction and your entreaties, Firft, 
then, my Father has been very ill, and had I 
been much inclined, whichlhoneftlyconfefs 
was not the cafe, I could not, till now, have 
thought of returning. Then I have not put 
n 2 B, to 
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B. tofchool, or done half what I meaot.-^! 
have fecn Mary Woolftonecroft's book, 
which is fo run after here, that there is no 
keeping it long enough to read it leifurely, 
though one hadleifure. It has produced no 
other conviftion in my mind, but thatof the 
author's poffeffing confiderable abilities, and 
greatly mifapplying them. To refute her 
arguments would be to write another and a 
larger books for there is more pains and 
ikill required to refute ill-founded affertions, 
than to make them. Nothing can be more 
fpecious and plaufible, for nothing can de* 
light Miflcs more than to tell them they are 
as wife as their mailers. Though, after all; 
tbey will in every emergency be likeTrinculo 
in the ftorm, when he crept underCaiiban ? s 
gaberdine for Ihelter. I confider this worfc 
as every way dangerous. Firft> bepaufe th# 
author to confiderable powers adds feeling! 
and I dare fay a degree of re&itude of intend 
tioi?. She fpcaks from ponyidtion on hot 
Qwnpart, and has cpmpletely impofed oa 
hcrfclf before fhe attempts to miflead you* 
Then becaufe ihe fpeaks in fuch a ftrain. of 
iteming piety* and quotes Scripture in a 

manner 
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manner fo applicable and emphatic, that 
you are thrown off your guard, and fur- 
prifcd into partial acquiefcence, before you 
obferve that the deduction to be drawn from 
her pofition, is in direft contradi&ion, m>t 
only toScripture, reafon, the common fetlfe 
anduniverfal cuftom of the world, but even; 
to parts of her own fyftem, and many of her 
own affertions. Some women pf a good 
capacity, with the advantage of fuperior 
education, have no doubt a&ed and rea- 
foned more confequentially and judicioufly 
than fome weak men; but, take the whole 
fcx through, this feldom happens ; and werd 
the principal departments, where ftrong 
thinking and afting become neceffaryj 
allotted to females* it would evidently hap4 
pen fo much the more rarely, that ther$ 
would be little room for triumph, and lefi 
for inverting the common order of things 
to give room for thecxercife of female intel- 
lect. It fome times happens, efpfccially in 
our clinjate, that a gloomy difmal win-* 
ter d^y, when all without and within is bom* 
fordefe, is fucceeded by a beautiful ftariight 
evening, embelHibed with aurora borcalis, 
n 3 as 
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as quick, as fplendid, and as tpahficnt, as 
the play of the brighteft female imagination: 
of thefe bad days fucceeded by good nights, 
there may, perhaps, be a dozen in the fea- 
fon* What ihould we think of a projector, 
that, to enjoy the benefit of the one, and 
avoid the opprefflon of the other, ihould 
infift that people ihould fleep all day and 
work all night, the whole year round ? I 
think the gre t advantage that women, taken 
upon the whole, have over men, is, that 
they arc more gentle, benevolent, and vir* 
tuous. Much of this only fupcriority they 
owe to living fecure tod prote&cd ki die 
ihade* Let them loofe, to go impudently 
through all thejuftling paths of politics and 
bufinefs, and they wiU encounter all the 
corruptions that men are fubje&to, without 
fhe f^me powers either of refiftance or reco* 
yery* for, the delicacy of the female mind 
is like other fine things; in attempting td 
rub out a ftain, you deftroy the texture. I 
am forty to tell you, in aviry low whisptfi 
'that this intelledtual equality that the MiflfeS 
make fuch a rout about, has no real ex- 
istence. The ladies of talents irould not feel 

fo 
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fo overburdened, and at a loft what to da 
with them* if they were not quite out of the 
cdmmon courfe of things* Mary W. and 
feme others put me in mind of a kitten wc 
had laft winter, who, finding a fmall tea-pot 
without a lid, put in its head, but not find- 
ing it fo eafy to take it out again* (he broke 
the pot in the ftruggle* her head, however, 
ftill remained in the opening, and fhc re- 
tained as much of the broken utenfil round 
her neck, as made a kind of moveable pil- 
lory. She ran about the houfe in alarm and 
aftoniihment. She did not know what was 
the matoer; felt (he was not like other cats, 
but had acquired a greater power of making 
difturbance, which flie was refolved to ufc 
to the very utmoft, and fb would neither be 
quiet herlelf, or fufler any one elfe to re- 
main fo* I leave the application ta you. 
Our powers are extremely well adapted to 
the punpofes for which they are intended * 
and if now and then faculties of a fupcrior 
order are beftowed upon us, they too are, 
no doubt, given for good and wife purpofts, 
and we have as good a right to ufe them as 
* Knnet has tofing; but this fo feldom hap- 
n 4 pens, 
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pens, and it is of fo little confequcnce whe- 
ther it happens or not, that thfere is no 
reafon why Scripture,, cuftom, and nature, 
fliould be fct at defiance, to ereft tip a 
fyftem of education for qualifying^womenta 
aft parts which Providence has not affigned 
to the fex. Where a woman has thofe 
fuperior powers of mind to which we -give 
the name of genius, fhe will exert theni 
under all difadvantages : Jean Jacques fays 
truly, genius will educate itfelf, and, like 
flame, burft through all obftruftions. Cer- 
tainly in the preient ftatc of fociety, when 
knowledge is fo very attainable, a ftrong 
and vigorous intellect may foon find its level. 
Creating hot-beds for female genius, is 
merely another way of forcing exptic pro- 
ductions, which, after all, are mere luxuries, 
indifferent in their kind, and coft more tnrifc 
and expence than they are worth*. As *& 
Superiority of : mental powers, Mrs** W. ±is 
doubtlefs the emprefs of female philoso- 
phers i yet what has fhe done for pbUo- 
fophy, or for the fex, but clofod a ditch, 
to open a gulf? There is a degree of 
boldncfs in her conceptions, and mafculine 

energy 
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energy in her ftyle, that is very impofiflg. 
There is a gloomy grandeur in her imagi- 
nation, while flie explores the regions of 
intellect without chart or compafs, which 
gives one the idea of genius wandering 
through chaos. Yet her continual felf-con- 
traduftion, and quoting, with fuch Teeming 
reverence, that very Scripture, one ofwhofc 
firft and cleared principles it is the avowed 
objeft of her work to controvert ; her con- 
fidering religion as an adjunft to virtue, fa 
far and no farther than fuits her hypothecs j 
the taking up apd laying down of revelation 
with the fanje facility j ipake me think of u 
line in an old fong, 

'* One foot on fea and one on fh«re, 
To one thing conitant never." 

What, as I faid before, has fhe done? 
ihewsd.us all the jmiferies of our condition* 
robbed us of the only fore remedy for 
the evifeof life, the fure hope of a Weffed 
immortality j and left for our comfort the 
rudiments of crude, unfinifiied fyftems, that 
crumble to nothing whenever you begin to 
examine: the materials of which they are 
cooftru&ccL Come, let ys for a mojaaeot 
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fhut the Bible, and liften to Mary. Let us 
fuppofe intelleft equally divided between 
the fexes. We may deceive die under- 
ftanding, but it would be a very bold effort 
of fophiftry to attempt to impofe on the 
fenfes. We know too well that our ima- 
ginations are more awake, our fenfes more 
acute, our feelings more delicate, than thofe 
tfom tyrants. Say, then, tre are other- 
wife equal. Theft qualities or defe&s 
would ftill leave the advantage on their 
fide 5 we fhould much ofcener refolve and 
aft, before we called reafon to cotmfef, than 
they would. Befides, I forefee that the 
balance will go in the old fafhtoned way at 
laft, if Mary carries her point. When the 
defired revolution is brought about, will not 
the moft fanguine advocates of -equality be 
fetisfied> m the firft national couneil* whh 
having an equal number of each fex cleft-* 
ed ? Now I forefee that when this is done, 
(as girls, or very old women, will not be / 
eligible for the duties of iegiflation, and 
mothers have certainly a greater ftake in 
the commonwealth) a third of the female 
members wiH be lying-in, recovering, or 

nurfingi 
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nuffittgi for you can neVer admit the 
idea of a female philofopher giving her 
chM to be aurfed. Whatever other changes 
may be found proper, I hope the> tsriU 
retain the wool-facks in the upper houfe, 
and add lome more. The membreffes of 
courfe Will bring their jnfants into the 
fcoufe ; this will interrupt no debate ; for 
children that fuck in philofophy with thett 
iiwlk, will not cry like the vulgar braW 
tinder the old regime, but they may pof- 
fibly fleep during a long debate, and then 
the wool-facks will be very convenient to 
fay them upon. There is no end either of 
rdafonirig of ridicule on this truly ridicu- 
lous fubjeft. If the powers of a very fu- 
f>erior female mind prove fo inadequate td 
its town purpofes, when thus abfurdly ex- 
erted, what will become of thofc who adopt 
he* vanity and fcepticiftn, vrithouther know- 
ledge and genius td fupport them ? ' To 
conclude i I fee 'tis a great cuftom now 
for people to dabble in fcepticifm and 'fpe- 
cuhtive impiety, keeping all the while a 
flight hold of their original principles, that 
they may i return when t!hcy pleafe, as if 

thus 
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thus far and no farther belonged to finite 
natures. Yet thefe feme people woul4 be 
very -unhappy, if they faw their young chil- 
dren gtfing out of their depth into a current 
trufting to a flight hold of a twig on the 
brink f though the word that coyld happen 
in this latter cafe were only drowning* la 
&&, the Bible is or is not the charter of quv 
ialvation. It is neceflary, both for our peace 
pf mind and confiftency of conduft,.that w« 
fhould either believe or not believe it. The 
nature of the fubjeft admits no wavering f 
it is all true, or all falfe. , Let us then 
ferioufly regard the moft important obj^ 
that can ever be prefented to pur view? 
Thefe truths muft be either wedded or re- 
nounced. If we mingle daring innovations 
and unwarranted practices with a feeble and 
dubious belief, haunted with pungent re- 
morfe or gloomy uncertainty, we fhall not 
even enjoy the fleeting day that is. paffing 
from us. Let us then grafp hard our prin- 
ciples, or let them go. As the reformers- 
manage, they have the , fears without the 
hopes that religion infpires. Let us at any 
rate, in thefe important concerns, be guided 
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by the common fenfe that dire&s us in ordi- 
nary bargains. Let us examine well what 
we are to get, before we part with what we 
have. My poor brains could never fup- 
port the rotation of opinions which feems 
to delight fome people here. They remind 
me of Hotfpur, when he talks of living in 
a windmill. What a pleafing tranfition L 
aril about to make from thofe who believe 
too little, to thofe who believe rather too 
ftiiich. With what delight and reverence 
I fhall iiften to dear Moome*s awicompeU 
ling talcs, after all this farrago. Adieu \ 
may you reap the fruits of fteady principle 
arid confiftent condudt, both here and here- 
gfltr. Farewell, kindly. 



' ' LETTER Lit 

r TO MR£. MACINTOSH, GLASGOW* 

jLaggaii, July 2, 1794. 
DEAR MAEVAM, 

Wn begin now to be very impatient for 
th> confirmation of the glad tidings of your 

' . coming 
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coming north. It was wrong to mention it 
unlefs you mean to carry it through; the 
profpect having fo much elated the young fa- 
mily. B. is particularly fo; even her m^ek 
fpirit is occupied in premeditating chicken 
(laughter, for the poultry are in her depart- 
ment j and then flie is fo engrofled with con- 
(idering what fruits and vegetables will be in 
feafon. My principal fear is, that our flock 
of good weather will be exhaufted before you 
arrive j for, as the man fays of his Italian 
wafli b^lsj we have really had Italian fun- 
fhine for fix weeks paft, which, with the 
addition of tranquillity, andaneafy, regular 
progrefiion of family and farming^has been 
a great fource of enjoyment to us : fo thjtt,, 
were it not for the French and the cater- 
pillars, vre fliould be quite happy; but the 
former difturb our peace, and the latter 
deftroy our goofeberries. I fliould notfpeak 
plurally, for my fovereign is not fo much 
the fport of petty contingencies. You fee 
thus, in the midft of innocent pleafures 
and laudable employments, I remain a per- 
turbed example of that great moral truth, 
that there is no unmixed felicity here ;<■— at 

leaft 
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leaft out of Plymouth, for there the orb of 
joy (bines round and bright in the beatified 
dwelling of Capt. F — r and his mate, without 
being obfcuired by clouds, or waning into 
diminution. Inihort, Mrs. F. feems high- 
ly pleafed with the change of ftate, and de- 
lighted with the character of her mate. 
No wonder, if he be all fhe thinks ; and I 
do not doubt of her judgment or veracity 
in this or any other inftance. Such mild- 
nefs of difpofition, redtitude of principle, 
aid Angular delicacy of fentimenr, as fhe 
afcribes to him, muft enchant a perfon of 
her tafte and feeling. The porch, like 
our own, is often the moft decorated and 
pleafant part of the dwelling ; yet I flatter 
myfelf, my dear friend's cafe will not con- 
firm this obfervation, but that fhe will find 
herfelf juft as happy at the clofe of this 
century. Her great fear at prefent is, that 
her lord Ihould Be called out to Channel 
fervice. But I hope, now that Lord Howe 
has fo completely eftablifhed our fuperi- 
ority there, it will no longer be accounted a 
poft of danger. You never tell me a word 
about your fon John, which you ought to 

do, 
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do, in common charity, to afford me a pre- 
text for faying fomething about mine, When 
did you hear from him, from St. Helena ?— » 
I have ufed all means to get Charlotte home 
for near a month paft, and am pow like to 
fuccecd. 

******* 
I fee Robefpierre too, has been lately the 
objeft of a young lady's enthufiafm. I 
hope he will meet with fome enthufiaft foon, 
who will fend him on a journey he is little 
prepared for. — Mr. G. is ftill ideal chap- 
lain, for the choice is not declared •> but we 
think the fame appointment in an old regi- 
ment would be better. With kind love to 
you all, in which the paftor joins, 

I am very gratefully Yours* 



END OF THE -SECOND VOLUME* 



Brooke, Printer, 
Paternoster-row, London* 
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